In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact
the City Clerk’s office at (310) 618-2780. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable
arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. [28CFR35.102-35.104 ADA Title II]

Direct questions or concerns to the Commission Liaison at (310) 618-618-2937 or individual department head prior to submission
to the Commission. Parties will be notified if the complaint will be included on a subsequent agenda.

TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION AGENDA
MONDAY, APRIL 17, 2023
REGULAR MEETING
7:00 P.M.
WEST ANNEX COMMISSION MEETING ROOM
CITY HALL, 3031 TORRANCE BOULEVARD

THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION MAY TAKE ACTION ON ANY ITEM LISTED
ON THE AGENDA

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

ROLL CALL: Commission members Cabrera, Carrasco, Hsiao, Klinenberg, Kraemer, Sargent,
Chair Polcari

2. FLAG SALUTE:

3. REPORT OF THE CITY CLERK ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA
The agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 Torrance Bl. and on the City’'s
Website on Thursday, April 13, 2023 /s/ Rebecca Poirier

4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS

5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Limited to a 15 minute period)

This portion of the meeting is reserved for public comment on items on the agenda or on topics of interest to
the general public. Under the Ralph M. Brown Act, Commissioners cannot act on items raised during public
comment but may respond briefly to statements made or questions posed; request clarification; or refer the
item to staff. Speakers under this Public Comment period will have no longer than 1 minutes per speaker.
Your comment to the Commission meeting will be recorded as part of the meeting. By staying in the meeting
and making public comment during the meeting, you are agreeing to have your comment recorded.

6. CONSENT CALENDAR

Matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion and one
vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed
by a Commissioner from the Consent Calendar and considered separately.

6A.APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Recommendation of Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission
approve the Cultural Arts Commission minutes of March 20, 2023.



7. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

7A.CULTURAL SERVICES DIVISION UPDATES
Recommendation of the Cultural Services Division that the Cultural Arts

Commission receive and file updates on the Cultural Services activities.

7B.DISCUSS AND VOTE ON THE TOCA ANNUAL AGREEMENT
Recommendation of the Cultural Arts Division that the Cultural Arts Commission
discuss and vote on the July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025 TOCA Annual Agreement.

7C.VOTE FOR NEW EXCELLENCE IN ARTS CATEGORY
Recommendation of the Cultural Services Division that the Cultural Arts Commission

vote for an Arts Award category for Youth.

7D.APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONERS TO EXCELLENCE IN ARTS

CATEGORIES
Recommendation of the Cultural Services Division that the Cultural Arts Commission

vote for each Commissioner to head a specific arts category for the Excellence in
Arts Awards.

8. COMMISSION ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

9. ADJOURNMENT

9A. Adjournment of the Cultural Arts Commission Meeting to MONDAY, May 15, 2023
at 7:00 p.m.



March 20, 2023

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF
THE TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
The Torrance Cultural Arts Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on
Monday, March 20, 2023, in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room.
ROLL CALL

Present: Commissioners Cabrera, Carrasco, Hsiao, Klinenberg, Kraemer, Sargent,
and Chair Polcari.

Absent: None.

Also Present: Cultural Services Manager Monica Harte, Torrance Transit Senior
Business Manager David Mach, and Community Services Director John La
Rock.

2, FLAG SALUTE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Kraemer.

3. REPORT OF THE CITY CLERK ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA

Chair Polcari reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031
Torrance Boulevard and on the City’s website.on Thursday, March 16, 2023.

4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS:
None.

5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

A member of the public spoke.

6. CONSENT CALENDAR

6A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: FEBRUARY 27, 2023

MOTION: Commissioner Klinenberg moved to approve the February 27, 2023 minutes as
amended.<«Commissioner Kraemer seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous
approval.

7. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

7A. CULTURAL SERVICES DIVISION UPDATES

Cultural Services Manager Harte gave updates on the Cultural Services Division Updates:

e Torrance Art Museum is opening March 25, 2023.
e Cherry Blossom Festival will take place March 26, 2023.
o Torrance Theatre Company opens with “Wild with Happy” April 1, 2023.
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Torrance Rose Float Association has selected the 2024 Rose Float design.

Torrance Sister City Association prepares for the 2023 Bunka-Sai Japanese Cultural
Festival taking pace April 15 and 16, 2023.

Free Concert Series in the Park will include new films.
Arts classes are filling up quickly with additional classes being investigated.
Theatre Company, Hot Tip, will have Cindy Shields as their special guest April 2, 2023.

Torrance Art Museum will do an art installation in the Cultural Arts Center consisting
of solid bright colors throughout the halls.

Summer camps at Wilson Park will include improv and Shakespeare camp for the
youth.

Torrance Civic Choral Broadway performances will occur end of March and all through
April 2023.

7B. LOS ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY C-LINE

EXTENSION

Torrance Transit Senior Business Manager Mach gave:a presentation on the Los Angeles
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority C-Line Extension:

LA Metro is bringing passenger light-rail to Torrance, a 4.5-mile extension starting from
the Marine Station in Redondo Beach and ending at the Mary K. Giordano Regional
Transit Center, funded by Measure R and Measure M.

The extension will go through three cities: Lawndale, Redondo Beach, and Torrance.

Metro has been studying three options through the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA): Proposed Project - Elevated/At-Grade, Right-of-Way/Trench, and
Elevated at Hawthorne Boulevard.

Torrance City Council has unanimously voted to support the Proposed Project, Right-
of-Way with Elevated/At-Grade option.

Metro’s goal is to provide alternative means of transportation, reduce pollution and
greenhouse 'gas .emissions, minimize environmental impacts, and improve
connections to the LA Metro bus and train connections.

Based on studies, the Elevated at Hawthorne Boulevard option will not have any
significantiimpacts to art in Lawndale, Redondo Beach, or Torrance.

LA Metro will provide opportunity to local artists through the Arts Program funded
through the state.

Tap cards used to pay fares could be a limited-edition card unique to Torrance Transit
featuring local art.

During construction, banners will be placed around the local area, this could be an
opportunity for local artists to provide designs to be utilized.

Near the Mary K. Giordano Regional Transit Center, Metro is planning a future red car
trolley that will service Old Town Torrance, Torrance Beach, and the hotel corridors.
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o Mailers have been sent to Torrance residents. Residents can either return their mailers
or go online to complete a survey by March 27, 2023, to be included in Metro’s Draft
EIR. Comments submitted after March 27, 2023, will still be accepted but will not be
part of the Draft EIR.

8. COMMISSION ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Commissioners Kraemer, Hsiao, Sargent, Carrasco, Cabrera, and Chair Polcari spoke.

Commissioner Cabrera requested that the Commission discuss ways to encourage local
businesses to have performing and visual arts. Cultural Services Manager Harte acknowledged
the request.

9. ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION: At 8:10 p.m., Commissioner Kraemer moved to adjourn the meeting to Monday,
April 17, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Sargent; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval.
HitH
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For Commission Meeting

April 17, 2023
TO: CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
FROM: MONICA HARTE, CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER
RE: CULTURAL SERVICES DIVISION MANAGER- DIVISION UPDATES

Recommendation of the Cultural Services Division Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission
receive and file updates on the Cultural Services Division:

e Torrance Art Museum’s Opening reception on March 25, 2023 for Co/Lab, attracted 250
people. We are currently seeking volunteers to help with front desk.

o Torrance Theatre Company’s highly successful Wild With Happy closes April 22, 2023.
They held auditions for Native Gardens, which opens June 3, 2023 and runs through
June 24, 2023.

o Excellence in Arts Subcommittee met April 11, 2023 and discussed expanding the award
categories, social media marketing, and commission assignments.

e Torrance Civic Chorale presents Broadway in Torrance April 22, 2023 at 7:30PM.

e The Poet Laureate program will not move forward at this time. The Youth Poet Laureate
candidate, Cameron Berga, was granted a $500 scholarship for his work.

o The Free Concert Series in the Park Subcommittee meets April 24, 2023.

o0 Confirmed events include Palos Verdes Symphonic Band, The Manuel Band, Hot
Tip (Improv), Movie Night, House Party (DJs at Torrance Art Museum),
Shakespeare in the Park.
o We are currently seeking sponsorships.
o Torrance Sister City Association Bunka-Sai Festival - April 15, 2023 and April 16, 2023.
o Torrance Rose Float Association: updates pending professional float rendering.

Respectfully Submitted,

Monica Harte
Cultural Services Manager



For Commission Meeting
April 17, 2023

TO: CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION

FROM: MONICA HARTE, CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER

SUBJECT: CULTURAL SERVICES DIVISION REPORT - April 2023

Administration

Staff worked closely with TSCA for the Bonka-Sai event that occurred this past weekend. Staff
has been planning a social media strategy to promote Excellence in Arts Awards in October,
and encourage residents to submit nominations for each of the seven categories.

Staff is reaching out to surrounding businesses and creating partnerships to garner potential
sponsors for the popular summer event Concert Series in the Park.

Gia Jordahl, Producing Artistic Director, Torrance Theatre Company

Torrance Theatre Company
WILD WITH HAPPY by Colman Domingo opens April 15t and closes April 22™. Tickets are on
sale now at www.torrancetheatrecompany.com

HOT TIP improv shows continue on the first Sunday of the month at 7PM, and an additional
(uncensored) 9:00 pm performance is added base on demand. The next shows are Sunday
May 7™ at 7:00 and 9:00. Tickets are on sale now at www.torrancetheatrecompany.com. HOT
TIP is slated to do a couple performances in the park during the Summer Concert Series.

Torrance Theatre Company (TTC) is excited to add summer camps at Wilson Park this year,
featuring two weeks of Improv, and one week of Shakespeare. More info on these new
offerings will be available in the Summer Seasons Guide.

Starlight Productions is returning to the Ken Miller Center this summer for 6 weeks of drama
camp after an extremely successful outing last summer.

Auditions for the last play of the TTC’s 22-23 season will be in early April. The show is NATIVE
GARDENS by Karen Zacarias, and will be directed by Glenn Kelman. The show will open the
first week of June.

Announcements for the TTC 23-24 season, including the annual summer musical are coming
soon!

Torrance Civic Chorale

The Torrance Civic Chorale is preparing their concert, Broadway in Torrance, featuring
everyone’s favorite Broadway tunes. The concert is at the James R. Armstrong Theatre on
Saturday, April 22 at 7:30 pm. Tickets available at www.TorranceCivicChorale.net.




Torrance Sister City Association
No updates

Rose Float Association

The Rose Float Association held their monthly meeting. We are still awaiting the design
renderings from Fiesta Floats.

Max Presneil, TAM Curator and Director

Torrance Art Museum

Torrance Art Museum held the opening reception for the international collaborative exhibition,
Col/Lab, on Saturday March 25%.

About 250 people attended the opening and the response was very encouraging — which has
led to an increase in visitor numbers by word-of-mouth endorsements. The show featured
artists from South Korea, South Africa, Sweden, Spain, Japan, and other nations, alongside
artists from California.

Nico Clifton, Performing Arts Program Coordinator

Classes

Winter class surveys were returned with overwhelming positive reviews. Many participants
were satisfied with their experiences and their children’s experiences in the class.

Examples include:
“Danuta (piano instructor) is very sweet and caring. Provides good positive feedback”

“Mr. Druitt (youth ceramics instructor) is one of the best teachers we’ve had the pleasure to
interact with. Torrance is so lucky to have him in the classroom”

“Efrat is a wonderful yoga instructor. | have taken her classes for years. She is knowledgeable
& personable. It is a great class for a beginning yogi or an experienced yogi!”

The RKDC Winter Kids Show was held at the James Armstrong Theatre on March 18". Two
shows were held that day — both sold out. It was a great highlight for our young dancers.
Spring classes started on March 27™. This session included a total of ninety-seven classes with
1,316 enrollees.



Cultural Arts Commission Meeting of
April 17, 2023

Honorable Chair and Members
of the Cultural Arts Commission

City Hall

Torrance, California

Members of the Commission:

SUBJECT: General Services — Review annual agreement for the Torrance Cultural Arts
Foundation to promote the Torrance Cultural Arts Center.

RECOMMENDATION

The General Services Senior Business Manager recommends that the Cultural Arts
Commission review and discuss the agreement with the Torrance Cultural Arts Foundation
(TOCA) in the amount of $338,800 to promote the Torrance Cultural Arts Center for a two year
period beginning July 1, 2023 and ending June 30, 2025.

FUNDING
Funding is available in the FY 2023-24 through FY 2024-25 General Fund — General Services.

BACKGROUND/ ANALYSIS

The original agreement was for a period commencing September 16, 1997 and expiring June
30, 1998, and has been extended each fiscal year through June 30, 2023. The agreement
includes requirements for types and minimum number of performances, as well as financial
obligations from both TOCA and the City.

Qverview

The proposed 2023-2025 agreement contains the same terms as the previously approved 2021-
2023 agreement with the exception of show count and composition.

e 2021-2023: Provide a seasonal series of approximately twenty-five programs for
a general audience and eight children’s interest programs.

e 2023-2025: Provide a seasonal series of approximately twenty-five programs for
a general audience, at least four of which are children's interest programs.

This change in programming has been clarified by TOCA.

“It's always been our effort to make all our programming affordable, but specifically our
children's programs. These shows are typically attended by families, which require
purchasing 4 or more tickets. With the increase of touring expenses (food,
transportation, accommodations and general cost of living) it is getting harder and harder
to find children's programming that would be affordable and well attended. Additionally,
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ATTACHMENT A

AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into as of June 22, 2021 by and
between the CITY OF TORRANCE, a municipal corporation (“City”) and the
TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS FOUNDATION, a California nonprofit public benefit
corporation (“Foundation”).

RECITALS

A The City operates the Torrance Cultural Arts Center (“Center”) to foster the
cultural enrichment and education of the community and to enhance the quality of life to
the City through:

Providing visual, performing and literary arts programs
Facilitating cultural programs provided by other groups in the community

s Developing and serving the widest possible audience for cultural programs
Providing facilities for cultural programs and other community uses
Promoting and developing partnerships between cultural groups

B. The Foundation provides assistance to the City in a number of areas related to
publicizing the Center and booking events at the Center; and

C. The City wishes to obtain the continued assistance of the Foundation with
respect to the Center.

AGREEMENT

080-120273

The City retains the Foundation to assist in promoting and advertising the Center
and in obtaining bookings for events at the Center. The parties understand and agree
that the Foundation, while retained under this Agreement, will also be rendering other
services to its members and to the public generally.

2. Foundation Services
The Foundation will:

Provide a seasonal series of approximately twenty-five programs for a
general audience and eight children’s interest programs.
Provide quality artistic productions to the Center.

¢ Provide well known performers to the Center.
Provide an annual report to the City of Torrance in regards to the
success of the Foundation in accomplishing the above goals and
indicating programming projections for the following year.

[TCAF Agreement 21-23 00320068] 1





















For Commission Meeting

April 17, 2023
TO: CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
FROM: MONICA HARTE, CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER
RE: ADD EXCELLENCE IN ARTS CATEGORY

The Excellence in Arts Awards recognize individuals, groups, and corporations who make
outstanding contributions to the arts in one of the following categories: Dance; Drama & Theatre
Arts; Music; Visual Arts & Design; Literary Arts; Arts Education, and the Katy Geissert Award.

Cultural Services Manager, Monica Harte, recommends that the Commissioners add a Youth Arts
category for Torrance youth under the age of 18 who display excellence in any arts category.

Respectfully Submitted,

Monica Harte
Cultural Services Manager
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For Commission Meeting

April 17, 2023
TO: CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
FROM: MONICA HARTE, CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER
RE: APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONERS TO ARTS CATEGORIES

The Excellence in Arts Awards recognize individuals, groups, and corporations who make
outstanding contributions to the arts in one of the following categories: Dance; Drama & Theatre
Arts; Music; Visual Arts & Design; Literary Arts; Arts Education, and the Katy Geissert Award.

Cultural Services Manager, Monica Harte, recommends that the Commissioners select one of the
categories listed above to head and facilitate the necessary community outreach.

Respectfully Submitted,

Monica Harte
Cultural Services Manager
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