
 
 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact 
the City Clerk’s office at (310) 618-2780. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable 
arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. [28CFR35.102-35.104 ADA Title II] 
 Direct questions or concerns to the Commission Liaison at (310) 618-5912, or individual department head prior to submission 
to the Commission. Parties will be notified if the complaint will be included on a subsequent agenda. 
 Security procedures: Members of the public will be directed to enter City Hall on the East side of the building through the sliding 
door. All other entrances will remain locked for entry. Oversized bags or backpacks will not be allowed in the Council Chamber or 
Commission meeting room. All bags are subject to search. 
 Any correspondence received after 2:00 p.m. on January 26, 2023 on any item on the agenda will be provided to the Commission 
electronically and available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office. A copy of the correspondence will be available for public 
inspection in a binder at the back of the Council Chamber or Commission Meeting room.  
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TORRANCE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND ENERGY CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION AGENDA 

FEBRUARY 02, 2023 
REGULAR MEETING 

7:00 P.M. IN WEST ANNEX COMMISSION MEETING ROOM  
AT 3031 TORRANCE BOULEVARD  

TORRANCE, CA 90503 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION MAY 
TAKE ACTION ON ANY ITEM LISTED ON THE AGENDA 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL: Commission members: Endo-Roberts, Hill, Jendrucko, Love, Seferian, Wright, and Chair 
Stecker 

 
2. FLAG SALUTE 
 

3. REPORT OF THE STAFF ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA 
The agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 Torrance Bl. and on the City’s Website on 
Thursday, January 26, 2023. 

 
4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 
 
5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Limited to a 30 minute period) 

This portion of the meeting is reserved for comment on items on the Consent Calendar or not on the agenda. Under the 
Ralph M. Brown Act, the Commission cannot act on items raised during public comment, but may respond briefly to 
statements made or questions posed; request clarification; or refer the item to staff. No longer than 1 minute per speaker.  
If presenting handout material to Commission, please provide 10 copies to staff before speaking. 

 
6. CONSENT CALENDAR 

Matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion and one vote. There 
will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed by a Councilmember from 
the Consent Calendar and considered separately. 
 

6A. Approve Commission Minutes: December 01, 2022 
  

7. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
        

7A. Community Development – Discuss Options & Provide Direction Pertaining to Land 
Use Study LUP19-00002/-City of Torrance (Residential Smoking Regulation). 
Discuss options for item regarding the regulation of smoking in multifamily residential 
uses.  
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8. PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 
9. COMMISSION ORAL COMMUNICATIONS  

  
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
10A. Adjournment of Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission Meeting 

to Thursday, March 02, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in the Commission Meeting Room. 
 



 

Brittney Jenkins 1 Environmental Quality & Energy Conservation Commission 
Recording Secretary  December 1, 2021 

December 1, 2022 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE TORRANCE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY & 
ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in 
a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 1, 2022, in the West Annex Commission 
Meeting Room City Hall. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present: Commissioners Endo-Roberts, Jendrucko, Love, and Wright. 
Absent:  Commissioner Hill, Seferian, and Chair Stecker. 
Also Present: Staff Liaison Nora Duncan. 

 
 MOTION: Commissioner Wright moved to excuse the absence of Commissioner Hill and 
Chair Stecker. Commissioner Jendrucko seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected 4-0 
approval (Commissioner Hill, Seferian, and Chair Stecker absent). 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE 

 Commissioner Endo-Roberts led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. REPORT OF STAFF ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA 

 Staff Liaison Duncan reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 
3031 Torrance Boulevard. 
 
4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 
 - None. 
 
5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

 A member of the Youth Council spoke. 
 
6. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
6A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: OCTOBER 6, 2022 
 
 MOTION: Commissioner Wright moved to approve the October 6, 2022 minutes as 
presented. Commissioner Endo-Roberts seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected 4-0 
approval (Commissioner Hill, Seferian, and Chair Stecker absent). 
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7. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTER 
 
7A. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – ACCEPT AND FILE CITY YARD OPEN HOUSE AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL FAIR 
 Staff Liaison Duncan stated that the Environmental Fair, City Yard Open House event will 
take place Saturday, June 10, 2023; a planning team is being recruited at this time. The 
Commission will be updated as the project progresses. 
 
7B. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – DISCUSSION OF CLIMATE SMART AWARDS 

OUTREACH 
 Staff Liaison Duncan stated that no emails or nominations had been received regarding 
the Climate Smart Awards; staff is looking to speak with City Cable for additional advertisement. 
Staff Liaison Duncan requested feedback from the Commission. 
 

Commissioner Wright stated that he cannot find the Climate Smart Awards page on the 
City’s website and requested that this be remedied. Staff Liaison Duncan acknowledged the 
request. 

 
Commissioner Wright volunteered to go to the City Council and speak on the Climate 

Smart Awards during the Oral Communication portion of the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Endo-Roberts suggested that the other Commissions be reached out to 

spread the word regarding the Climate Smart Awards once more. 
 

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
- None. 

 
9. COMMISSION ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 Members of the Commission spoke. 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 MOTION: At 7:24 p.m., Commissioner Jendrucko moved to adjourn the meeting to 
Thursday, February 2, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wright; a 
roll call vote reflected 4-0 approval (Commissioner Hill, Seferian, and Chair Stecker absent). 

 
### 



 Commission Meeting of 
        February 02, 2023 

 
 
 
Chair and Members 
 of the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission 
City Hall        
Torrance, California 
 
 
Members of the Commission: 
 
 
SUBJECT: Community Development – Discuss Options & Provide Direction Pertaining to 
Land Use Study LUS19-00002/City of Torrance (Residential Smoking Regulation) 
 
This is an informational item regarding residential smoking regulations. This item is to provide 
direction to staff regarding regulating smoking in multi-family apartment buildings with more than 
three units in order to improve air quality and reduce second hand smoke. 
 
BACKGROUND 
In 2019, the City Council directed the Community Development Department to prepare an 
informational item regarding residential smoking regulation.  On November 7, 2019, staff 
presented the Environmental Commission with Land Use Study LUS19-00002 offering several 
options for the Commission (Attachment A).    
 
At the meeting, staff responded to Commissioner inquiries related to understanding the study and 
potential regulations and provided the Commission the following options: 
 

1) Direct Staff to forward the item to Council with a recommendation of no action; 
2) Direct Staff to conduct further research in a specified area and present at a future 

TEQECC meeting; or 
3) Direct Staff to forward the matter to Council for consideration with any 

recommendations for action from the Commission.  
 

After public input and Commission discussion, a motion to recommend adoption of an ordinance 
to the City Council banning any form of smoking in all common areas, including balconies and 
patios, in rental properties having three or more units, and allowing owners to declare their 
properties non-smoking without any action taken by the City passed 4-3 (Attachment B).  
 
Due to a Cyber attack and the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020, the item was not taken to City 
Council as planned. Additionaly, pending State legislation was also looking to regulate smoking 
in multi-family developments. At this time, Environmental staff is bringing the item back to the 
Environmental Commission to discuss what direction the commission would like to take on this 
item.   
  
RECOMMENDATION 
There are a couple of options that the Commission can take, including: 
1) Direct Staff to bring the item back for further disscussion in a public hearing; or 
2) Take no action and Accept and File the informational item. 
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November 7, 2019 
 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND 
ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in 
a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 7, 2019 in the West Annex meeting 
room, Torrance City Hall.  
 
2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: Commissioners Deemer, DeWitt, Endo-Roberts,  
 Martin, Stecker, Wright, and Chairperson Montgomery. 
Absent: None. 

            Also Present: Deputy Community Development Director Cessna,  
 Senior Environmental Quality Officer Duncan, and 
 Planning Intern II Ortega. 
 
3.         SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Commissioner Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

4. POSTING OF THE AGENDA   
Deputy Director Cessna reported the agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board.  

 
5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 Debra Corwin, Purrfect Partners, spoke and distributed an Environmental Impact Report, 
Citywide Cat Program, City of Los Angeles.  
 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: OCTOBER 3, 2019 
 MOTION: Commissioner Martin moved to approve the October 3, 2019 Commission 
meeting minutes as presented. Commissioner Deemer seconded the motion; a roll call vote 
reflected 5-0 approval (Chairperson Montgomery and Commissioner Wright abstaining).  
 
7. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
 
7A. LUS19-00002: CITY OF TORRANCE (MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL SMOKING 

REGULATION) 
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna reported in August 2019 City Council 

referred this item to the Commission for consideration. She stated Torrance does not currently 
have any regulations regarding residential smoking, but prohibits smoking in public parks, 
beaches, and City-owned properties. She noted the proposed ordinance would be limited to 
multi-family apartment buildings with more than three units and not intended for condominiums. 
She stated approximately 6,000 notifications of this meeting were mailed to multi-family 
properties and called attention to correspondence received subsequent to the publication of the 
agenda. 

ATTACHMENT  B



Deborah Schaffer  Environmental Quality and Energy 
Recording Secretary  Conservation Commission 

November 7, 2019 

2 

Planning Intern Ortega reviewed research he conducted on cities in California that have 
adopted ordinances regarding residential smoking regulation. He noted research was limited by 
the small number of cities that have passed ordinances on this matter. He presented similarities 
and differences in regulations in the Cities of Calabasas, Santa Monica, Sausalito, San Rafael, 
Huntington Park, and the County of Marin that encompasses 27 cities. He noted similarities in 
all of the municipalities prohibit smoking in common areas, establish the need for “smoke-free 
buffer zones” within the property lines, have designated smoking areas, require No Smoking 
signage and a floor plan diagram with locations of smoking units and area, as well as increased 
landlord responsibilities and violations for breaching smoking provisions. He stated differences 
found in the municipal codes include the unit designation process, buffer zone distance 
required, and open space maximum for designated smoking areas. He described the 
differences in each of the municipalities he researched and added, although the required 
distance of buffer zones differs, all cities prohibit smoking on private balconies, porches, patios, 
or decks because they do not meet the minimum distance required for buffer zones. He stated 
some of the cities allow tenants to vote to designate a portion of the building as smoking units. 

 
He presented potential options for the Commission to consider: 1) Direct staff to forward 

a recommendation to City Council of no action; 2) Direct staff to conduct and bring back further 
research in a specified area; or 3) Direct staff to forward the matter to City Council for 
consideration with any recommendations for action from the Commission. These 
recommendations may include: all new units no smoking; ban smoking in all common areas but 
allow in units; designate a percentage of units as non-smoking; implement a ban at residences 
with five units or more; or ban smoking entirely in the complex. It was pointed out that owners 
are able to declare their properties non-smoking without any action taken by the City. 

 
In response to Commissioner Deemer’s inquiries, Planning Intern Ortega stated that the 

City of Los Angeles has no smoking regulations for multi-unit residences and that he is unaware 
of the percentage of adults who currently smoke in California.  

 
Commissioner DeWitt received clarification from staff that “landlord” and “property 

manager” are used interchangeably in municipal codes. He questioned how to address changes 
in ownership and residences in close proximity to each other, such as mobile estates. He was 
advised by staff that mobile homes or townhouses are not counted. 

 
Responding to an inquiry from Commissioner Stecker, Deputy Community Development 

Director Cessna explained that the Department has received few complaints from apartment 
dwellers and this item came from a Councilmember during Orals at a City Council meeting. 

 
At 7:32 p.m., Chairperson Montgomery welcomed public input. 
 
Mark Bodziak stated smoking restrictions would be hard for the City to regulate and that 

apartment owners should have the freedom to choose. 
 
Dan McLaughlin stated he supports less smoking; however, 60% of the tenants in his 

apartment building smoke and his relationship with them is important. 
 
When Commissioner Stecker stated he does not support having tenants vote, Deputy 

Director Cessna agreed it would not be appropriate. She added that the Commission does not 
have to follow any of the models of the cities researched. She stated, based on the results of 
research, she does not recommend creation of an ordinance banning residential smoking at this 
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time due to staff limitations, difficulty of enforcement, and budgetary constraints. She noted, 
however, that creating regulations such as requiring new units to be non-smoking, prohibiting 
smoking in common areas, establishing designated smoking areas, and educational outreach 
could be effective first steps.  

 
Chairperson Montgomery stated that health trumps all and that residents should be able 

to smoke in their own units but not in common and public areas.  
 
Commissioner Wright suggested there is no need to do anything at this point, noting the 

lack of complaints and the majority of cities having no ordinances. 
 
Commissioner Deemer recommended surveying apartment buildings, indicating that 

perhaps smoking restrictions have been implemented in some of them. 
 
Commissioner Martin pointed out that apartment owners do not have to wait for the City 

to enact regulations because they can implement them on their own. 
 
Commissioner DeWitt expressed concern that enacting an ordinance may provide an 

artificial way for owners to raise rents. 
 
Darlene Thomas received clarification from staff that any regulations would not override 

what restrictions apartment owners have in place. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Montgomery, seconded by Commissioner DeWitt, moved to 

recommend 1) adoption of an ordinance banning any form of smoking in all common areas, 
including balconies and patios, in rental properties having three or more units, and 2) owners 
are able to declare their properties non-smoking without any action taken by the City. The 
motion passed on a 4-3 roll call vote as follows: 

 
Ayes:  Commissioners DeWitt, Martin, Stecker, and Chairperson Montgomery. 
Noes: Commissioners Deemer, Endo-Roberts, and Wright. 

 
8. ORAL COMMUNICATION 

Deputy Director Cessna informed the Commission that next month they would be 
considering Rails to Trails and leaf blowers. 

 
Commissioners Martin, Stecker, and Deemer spoke. 
 
Chairperson Montgomery distributed “Climate Crisis News.” 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION: At 8:36 p.m., Commissioner Endo-Roberts moved to adjourn the meeting to 

December 5, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room, Torrance City Hall. 
Commissioner Wright seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Montgomery 
so ordered.  

### 
Approved as submitted 
December 5, 2019 
s/ Rebecca Poirier, City Clerk  
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