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 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact the City Clerk’s office at (310) 618-2780. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. [28CFR35.102-35.104 ADA Title II] 
 The Planning Commission is an advisory body to the City Council that meets on the first and third Wednesdays of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  All meetings are open to the public. No new items will be discussed after 11:00 
p.m.  If there are items remaining, they will be heard at the next regular meeting. 
 General Plan Amendments, Zone Changes and Variances require a public hearing before the Planning Commission and 
the City Council.  They will automatically be submitted to City Council for hearing approximately 45 days after the Planning 
Commission hearing. 
 Actions of the Community Development Director or Planning Commission may be appealed by the applicant, City Council, 
City Manager, or other interested parties by filing a written notice of appeal along with the required appeal fee with the Ci ty Clerk 
within 15 days of the action. 
 Staff reports are attached to the agenda and available for review online.  Questions or concerns may be directed to 
Planning & Environmental Manager, Oscar Martinez, at 310.618.5990.  Agendas and Minutes are posted on the City of Torrance 
Home Page www.TorranceCA.Gov. 

                                      

 
TORRANCE PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2021 
REGULAR MEETING 

7:00 P.M. COUNCIL CHAMBER 
AT 3031 TORRANCE BL. 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION MAY TAKE ACTION ON ANY ITEM  

LISTED ON THE AGENDA 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL: Commission members Anunson, Choi, Kartsonis, Pino, Rudolph, Tsao, Chairman Sheikh 

 
2. FLAG SALUTE:   

 
3. REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STAFF ON THE POSTING OF THE 

AGENDA The agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 Torrance Bl. and on the City’s 

Website on Thursday, September 9, 2021. 

  
4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 
 

5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Limited to a 30 minute period) 
This portion of the meeting is reserved for public comment on items on the agenda or on topics of interest to the general 
public. Under the Ralph M. Brown Act, Commissioners cannot act on items raised during public comment but may 
respond briefly to statements made or questions posed; request clarification; or refer the item to staff. Speakers under this 
Public Comment period will have no longer than 3 minutes per speaker. Your phone call to the Commission meeting will 
be recorded as part of the meeting. By staying on the line and making public comment during the meeting, you are 
agreeing to have your phone call recorded. 
 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR 
Matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion and one vote. There 
will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed by a Commissioner from 
the Consent Calendar and considered separately. 
 

6A.  Approval of Minutes:  
 
 
7.      ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. BC

TO: Members of the Planning Commission

LOCATION:

Planning Division

Conditional Use Permit - CUP21-00007

Planning Commission Review - PCR21-00002
Division of Lot - DrV21-00003

812 Crenshaw Boulevard

FROM:

SUBJECT:

This is a request for approval of a Conditional Use Permit and Planning Commission Review to allow the
construction of a new two-unit detached residential condominium development exceeding a Floor Area
Ratio of 0.65, in conjunction with a Division of Lot for condominium purposes, on property locatedwithin
the Torrance Tract Overlay in the R-2 Zone at 812 Crenshaw Boulevard.

Due to unforeseen circumstances, staff requests a continuance to a future hearing. Staff recommends

the Planning Commission continue the subject request to a date certain of October 6, 2021.

Pitrpa d by,

. ~~

ft/2.'Ca s Huizar
Planning Associate

Respectfully submitted,

&r,~
Oscar Martinez
Planning and Environmental Manager

C.o.D. RECOMMENDATIONS- 09/15/2021
AGENDA ITEM NO. 8C

CASE NOS, CUP21-00007, PCR21-00002, DIV21-00003



AGENDA ITEM NO. 9A

TO:

FROM:

Members of the Planning Commission

Planning Division

SUBJECT: Waiver - WAV21-00003
Minor Hillside Exemption - MHE21-00049

LOCATION: 5628 Andrus Avenue

On September 1, 2021, a public hearing was conducted for consideration of a Waiver
of the required side yard setback, in conjunction with a Minor Hillside Exemption to
allow first floor additions to an existing one-story single family residence, on property
located within the Hillside Overlay District in the R-1 Zone at 5628 Andrus Avenue.

At that meeting, a motion to approve the Waiver and Minor Hillside Exemption passed
by vote of 4-1, with two Commissioners absent. A resolution for the decision was not
prepared since staff had recommended approval of the Minor Hillside Exemption but
denial without prejudice of the Waiver.

An updated resolution reflecting the Planning Commission's decision to approve the
Waiver has been provided for consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

t£tJ &;/,:1',(
ngelo Yumul

ning Associate

c<2----·~
Oscar Martinez
Planning and Environmental Manager

Attachment:

1. Planning Commission Resolution No. 21-045

COD RECOMMENDATIONS- 9/15/21

AGENDA ITEM NO. 9A

CASE NOS. WAV21-00003, MHE21-00049



PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 21-045

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY

OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA APPROVING A WAIVER AS

PROVIDED FOR IN DIVISION 9, CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE 2 OF THE

TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW LESS THAN THE

REQUIRED SIDE YARD SETBACK, IN CONJUNCTION WITH FIRST

FLOOR ADDITIONS TO AN EXISTING ONE-STORY SINGLE

FAMILY RESIDENCE, ON PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN THE

HILLSIDE OVERLAY DISTRICT IN THE R-1 ZONE AT 5628

ANDRUS AVENUE.

WAV21-00003: RORY MCMENAMIN

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Torrance conducted a public

hearing on September 1, 2021, to consider an application for a Waiver filed by Rory

McMenamin to allow less than the required side yard setback, in conjunction with first floor

additions to an existing one-story single family residence, on property located within the

Hillside Overlay District in the R-1 Zone at 5628 Andrus Avenue; and

WHEREAS, due and legal publication of notice was given to owners of property in

the vicinity thereof, all in accordance with the provisions of Division 9, Chapter 4, Article 2

of the Torrance Municipal Code; and

WHEREAS, Waivers are Categorically Exempted by the Guidelines for

Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act; Article 19, Class 5, Section

15305; and

WHEREAS, The Planning Commission of the City of Torrance does hereby find

and determine as follows:

A) That the property is located at 5628 Andrus Avenue;

B) That the property is described as Lot 171 of Tract 22228 as per map recorded in the

Office of the Los Angeles County Recorder, State of California;

C) That there are unreasonable difficulties resulting from strict enforcement of the side

yard setback requirement because the subject property exhibits substantial physical

hardship that limit the applicant's ability to develop the property according to Code,

including the lot's topography. The Waiver allows the project to preserve open space;

D) That approval of the project will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or to

the property of other persons located in the vicinity thereof because the project meets

the other development standards of the R-1 Zone, will continue to be compatible with

the character of the neighborhood, and does not adversely impact surrounding view,

air, light, or privacy;

E) That approval of the project will not substantially interfere with the orderly development

of the City because the development is within Floor Area Ratio, Lot Coverage, and

height requirements, and enhances the value of the property and the neighborhood.

ATTACHMENT 1
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WHEREAS, The Planning Commission by the following roll call vote APPROVED

WAV21-00003, subject to conditions:

AYES: COMMISSIONERS: KARTSONIS; PINO; RUDOLPH; CHAIRMAN

SHEIKH

NOES: COMMISSIONERS: ANUNSON

ABSENT: COMMISSIONERS: CHOI; TSAO

ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONERS: NONE

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that WAV21-00003 filed by Rory McMenamin to
allow less than the required side yard setback, in conjunction with first floor additions to an
existing one-story single family residence, on property located within the Hillside Overlay
District in the R-1 Zone at 5628 Andrus Avenue, on file in the Community Development
Department of the City of Torrance, is hereby APPROVED subject to the following

conditions:

1. That the use of the subject property for a single-family residence shall be subject to all
conditions imposed in WAV21-00003 and any amendments thereto or modifications
thereof as may be approved from time to time pursuant to Section 92.28.1 et seq. of
the Torrance Municipal Code on file in the office of the Community Development
Director of the City of Torrance; and further, that the said use shall be established or
constructed and shall be maintained in conformance with such maps, plans,
specifications, drawings, applications or other documents presented by the applicant to
the Community Development Department and upon which the Planning Commission

relied in granting approval;

2. That if this Waiver is not used within one year after granting of the permit, it shall expire
and become null and void unless extended by the Planning Director for an additional

period as provided for in Section 92.29.13;

3. That the side addition shall have a 4.25ft side yard setback at its north end, and a

4.42ft side yard setback at its south end, as shown on the approved plans;

4. That the applicants shall comply with all conditions of MHE21-00049; and

5. That all conditions of all other City departments received prior to or during the
consideration of this case by the Planning Commission shall be met.

Introduced, approved and adopted this 15th day of September 2021.

Chairman, Torrance Planning Commission

ATTEST:

Secretary, Torrance Planning Commission
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES) ss

CITY OF TORRANCE )

I, OSCAR MARTINEZ, Secretary to the Planning Commission of the City of

Torrance, California, do hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced,

approved, and adopted by the Planning Commission of the City of Torrance at a regular

meeting of said Commission held on the 15th day of September 2021, by the following

roll call vote:

AYES: COMMISSIONERS:

NOES: COMMISSIONERS:

ABSENT: COMMISSIONERS:

ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONERS:

Secretary, Torrance Planning Commission
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8. HEARINGS  
 
8A. Consideration of CUP21-00012:  CRYSTOFER WILSON (WESTERN TOWNE 

PLAZA, LLC) 
 Planning Commission consideration for approval of a Conditional Use Permit to 

allow a new take-out food and beverage establishment, on property located in 
the C-5 Zone at 1730 W Sepulveda Boulevard, Unit #9. This project is 
Categorically Exempt from CEQA per Guidelines Section 15301 – Existing 
Facilities.  (Res. No. 21-049) 

 
 

8B. Consideration of MOD21-00004:  CHIUN-GWO SIMON HSU 
Planning Commission consideration for approval of a Modification of a previously 
approved Precise Plan (PP81-26) to allow the construction of a new third-floor 
balcony to an existing three-story single-family residence, on property located 
within the Hillside Overlay District in the R-1 Zone at 4138 Mesa Street. This 
project is Categorically Exempt from CEQA per Guidelines Section 15301 – 
Existing Facilities.  (Res. No. 21-050) 

 
 

8C. Consideration of CUP21-00007, PCR21-00002, DIV21-00003:  STUDIO SPIRO, 
INC.  (OMDD HOLDINGS, LLC) 

 Planning Commission consideration for approval of Conditional Use Permit and 
Planning Commission Review to allow the construction of a new two-unit 
detached residential condominium development exceeding a Floor Area Ratio of 
0.65, in conjunction with a Division of Lot for condominium purposes, on property 
located within the Torrance Tract Overlay in the R-2 Zone at 812 Crenshaw 
Boulevard. This project is Categorically Exempt from CEQA per Guidelines 
Sections 15303 – New Construction and 15315 – Minor Land Divisions.  

  (Res. Nos. 21-051, 21-052, 21-053) 
 

 
9. RESOLUTIONS 
 

 9A.    Consideration of MHE21-00049, WAV21-00003:  RORY MCMENAMIN  
Planning Commission consideration of a resolution reflecting their decision to 
approve a Minor Hillside Exemption to allow first-floor additions built without the 
benefit of a permit, in conjunction with a Waiver of the side yard setback 
requirement, on property located within the Hillside Overlay District in the R-1 
Zone at 5628 Andrus Avenue. This project is Categorically Exempt from CEQA 
per Guidelines Sections 15301 – Existing Facilities and 15305 – Minor 
Alterations.  (Res. No. 21-045) 

 
 
10. COMMISSION AND STAFF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
 

11A. Adjournment of Planning Commission Meeting to Wednesday, October 6, 2021, 
at 7:00 p.m.   

 


