
In compliance with Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-29-20, which suspended portions of the Brown Act, Governor 

Newsom's Executive Order N-33-20 (Stay At Home Order issued March 19, 2020), Acting State Public Health Officer 

Erica Pan’s Regional Stay at Home Order (issued December 3, 2020), and the County of Los Angeles Public Health 

Officer’s Revised Temporary Targeted Safer at Home Health Officer Order for Control of COVID-19: Tier 1 Substantial 

Surge Updated Response (issued December 30, 2020), members of the License Review Board and staff will participate in 

this meeting via teleconference or other electronic means in our continuing effort to practice social distancing to reduce the 

spread of COVID-19. 

PARTICIPATE BEFORE THE MEETING by emailing Revenue@TorranceCA.Gov and write “Public Comment” in the 

subject line. In the body of the email include the item number and/or title of the item with your comments.  
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY VIEW AND PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING via Zoom by using the following link or by 

calling in with the phone number listed below:  

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85001332161?pwd=MEpFWXBQSEJ5cFNBOVVDK0xvQWZpQT09 

Phone number: 1-669-900-6833 

Meeting ID: 850 0133 2161 

Passcode: 823943 

 
 

 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please  contact the City 

Clerk’s office at (310) 618-2780. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 

accessibility to this meeting. [28CFR35.102-35.104 ADA Title II] 

 Direct questions or concerns to the Suzanne Bittner at (310) 618-5923 or individual department head prior to submission to the Board. Parties 

will be notified if the complaint will be included on a subsequent agenda. 

                                      

 

TORRANCE LICENSE REVIEW BOARD AGENDA 

   THURSDAY, MAY 20, 2021 

REGULAR MEETING 

10:00 A.M. VIA TELECONFERENCE OR OTHER ELECTRONIC MEANS 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 License Review Board Members – Botiller ___, Chair Smith ___, Wand ___ 

Alternate License Review Board Members – Harris ___, Rumery ___ 
 

3. REPORT OF STAFF ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA 
 The agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 Torrance Bl.and on the City’s 
 website on Friday May 14, 2021. 

 

4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL 

ITEMS. 
 

5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Limited to a 30 minute period) 
 
This portion of the meeting is reserved for public comment on items not on the agenda under the subject matter of 
the License Review Board.  Under the Ralph M. Brown Act, Board Members cannot act on items raised during 
public comment but may respond briefly to statements made or questions posed; request clarification; or refer the 
item to staff. Speakers under this Public Comment period will have no longer than 3 minutes per speaker. Please 
do not use Bluetooth or speaker devices, mute the volume on your television or other electronic devices and speak 
clearly. Your phone call to the Board meeting will be recorded as part of the meeting. By staying on the line and 
making public comment during the meeting, you are agreeing to have your phone call recorded. 
 
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85001332161?pwd=MEpFWXBQSEJ5cFNBOVVDK0xvQWZpQT09


6. Consent Calendar 
Matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion and one vote. 
There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed by a Board 
Member from the Consent Calendar and considered separately. 

 

 6A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Thursday February 18, 2021 
  

7. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

 

 7A. AI CALIFORNIA, LLC DBA ALDI INC. - ALDI#7, application for a business 
license to allow the operation of a grocery store selling alcohol.  

 

 7B. SIMPLY MASSAGE BY MAHUBIE, application for a business license to allow the 
operation of a massage establishment.  

      

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS (IF APPLICABLE MUST BE PUBLISHED IN NEWSPAPER) 
 

9. BOARD ORAL COMMUNICATIONS  
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

 

10A. Adjournment of License Review Board Meeting to Thursday June 3, 2021, at 
10:00 a.m. In compliance with Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-29-
20, which suspended portions of the Brown Act, Governor Newsom’s 
Executive Order N-33-20 (Stay At Home Order issued March 19, 2020), 
Acting State Public Health Officer Erica Pan’s Regional Stay at Home Order 
(issued December 3, 2020), and the County of Los Angeles Public Health 
Officer’s Revised Temporary Targeted Safer at Home Health Officer Order 
for Control of COVID-19: Tier 1 Substantial Surge Updated Response 
(issued December 30, 2020), members of the Board and staff will participate 
in this meeting via teleconference or other electronic means in our 
continuing effort to practice social distancing to reduce the spread of COVID-
19.   
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February 18, 2021 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE LICENSE REVIEW BOARD 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance License Review Board convened in a regular session at 10:01 a.m. on 
Thursday, February 18, 2021, via teleconference or other electronic means. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Present: Chairman Michael Smith, City Manager’s Office 
 Board Member Jason Botiller, General Services 
 Board Member Katie Wand, City Manager’s Office 
 
Also Present:  Deputy City Attorney Della Thompson-Bell 
 License Supervisor Suzanne Bittner 
       

3. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 

 MOTION: Member Botiller, seconded by Member Wand moved to accept and file the 
report of the City Clerk on the posting on the agenda for this meeting. A roll call vote reflected 
unanimous approval. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 None 
 
5. BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATIONS 
 
5A. MEDICAL SPA RETREAT, INC., DBA ESSENCIA TOTAL SPA 

Application for approval of a Business License to allow the operation of a massage 
establishment 

 
 Ms. Hyekyong Lee, owner of Medical Spa Retreat, Inc., Dba Essencia Total Spa., 
confirmed her application for a business license to allow the operation of a massage 
establishment, located at 16612 Crenshaw Boulevard in Torrance, and verified that she had met 
with the Police Department and understood the rules and regulations pertaining to this type of 
business. She stated that she had not made any changes to the facility. 
 
 In response to a question from Ms. Lee, Chairman Smith explained that Ms. Lee would 
need to submit the names, licenses and fees to the Finance Department for any certified massage 
technician that she wished to employ. 
 
 Ms. Lee confirmed that this was a change of ownership to an existing business and she 
did not plan to hire any massage technicians at this time. 
 
 In response to a question from Member Wand, Ms. Lee stated that she had had the lobby 
repainted. 
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 Responding to questions from Deputy City Attorney Della Thompson-Bell, Ms. Lee 
confirmed that: she was responsible for all activities that occurred at the business, whether she was 
present on site or not, including the activities of the employees, that she or any employees providing 
massages would need to be licensed by the California Massage Therapy Council, that she needed 
to maintain an up-to-date list of her employees with the Finance Department and inform the Finance 
Department if she hired any employees or let any employees go and that if she or any of her 
employees performed any illegal or illicit acts, in violation of California Penal Code, California Health 
and Safety Code or the Torrance Municipal Code, she could be held responsible, she could have 
her business license suspended or revoked and if she or an employee violated the California Penal 
Code, the California Health and Safety Codes or the Torrance Municipal Code, she could also be 
prosecuted for misdemeanor in a criminal court of law. 
 
 MOTION: Member Botiller moved to approve the application for a business license to 
allow the operation of a massage establishment to Medical Spa Retreat, Inc., Dba Essencia Total 
Spa, located at located at 16612 Crenshaw Boulevard in Torrance with the conditions that the 
business follow the City of Torrance, County of Los Angeles and State of California rules and 
regulations for the opening and operating of a business during COVID-19. The motion was 
seconded by Member Wand and a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval. 
 
 License Supervisor Suzanne Bittner stated that she would both email and mail Ms. Lee 
her business license. 
 
5B. IRIX FOOT MASSAGE SPA 

Application for approval of a Business License to allow the operation of a massage 
establishment 

 
Mr. Yua Linaig Kim translated into Mandarin for Mr. Yan Yin Liu, owner of IRIX Foot 

Massage Spa. Mr. Liu confirmed his application for a business license to allow the operation of a 
massage establishment, located at 2202 Artesia Boulevard, Suite D in Torrance and verified that 
he had met with the Police Department and understood the rules and regulations pertaining to 
this type of business. He stated that he had not made any changes to the facility. 

 
Mr. Liu confirmed that this was a change of ownership to an existing business and that he 

would only be performing foot massages. 
 
License Supervisor Suzanne Bittner explained to Mr. Liu that the license for which he was 

being considered was for full body massage and that there was another type of license available 
for foot massage only, if he wished to change his license type. Mr. Liu confirmed that he would 
like to be approved for a full body massage license, so that in the future he would be able to 
consider offering full body massages. 

 
Responding to questions from Deputy City Attorney Della Thompson-Bell, Mr. Liu 

confirmed that: he was responsible for all activities that occurred at the business, whether he was 
present on site or not, including the activities of the employees, that he or any employees 
providing massages would need to be licensed by the California Massage Therapy Council, that 
he needed to maintain an up-to-date list of his employees with the Finance Department and inform 
the Finance Department if he hired any employees or let any employees go and that if he or any 
of his employees performed any illegal or illicit acts, in violation of California Penal Code, 
California Health and Safety Code or the Torrance Municipal Code, he could be held responsible, 
he could have his business license suspended or revoked and if he or an employee violated the 
California Penal Code, the California Health and Safety Codes or the Torrance Municipal Code, 
he could also be prosecuted for misdemeanor in a criminal court of law. 
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MOTION: Member Botiller moved to approve the application for a business license to 

allow the operation of a massage establishment to IRIX Foot Massage Spa, located at located at 
2202 Artesia Boulevard, Suite D with the conditions that the business follow the City of Torrance, 
County of Los Angeles and State of California rules and regulations for the opening and operating 
of a business during COVID-19. The motion was seconded by Member Wand and a roll call vote 
reflected unanimous approval. 

 
License Supervisor Suzanne Bittner stated that she would both email and mail Mr. Liu his 

business license. 
 
6. OTHER ITEMS 

 None 
 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 None 
  
8. ADJOURNMENT 

 MOTION: At 10:34 a.m., Member Botiller moved to adjourn the meeting to Thursday, 
March 4, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. via teleconference or other electronic means. The motion was 
seconded by Member Wand and a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval.  
 

### 
 



 

 
 
LICENSE REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
MAY 20, 2021 
 
 

ITEM NO.   7A. – AI CALIFORNIA, LLC, DBA ALDI INC. – ALDI#7 
                                                              
  
BACKGROUND 
 
Martin Rollice a district manager at AI California, LLC, DBA Aldi Inc. – Aldi#7, 
has made an application for approval of a business license to allow the operation 
of a grocery store with the sale of alcohol.  The business is located at 24610 
Crenshaw Boulevard in Torrance.  
 

ANALYSIS 
 

Per Section 31.7.1 subsection 4) of the Torrance Municipal Code, any business 
license application, at the discretion of the Assistant Finance Director, can be 
sent to the License Review Board for approval before issuance of the license. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
The License Division recommends approval of this business license with the 
conditions set forth by the California Department of Alcohol Beverage Control. 
Approval is conditional on applicant providing a copy of their LA County Health 
Department Permit. The business will follow the City of Torrance, County of Los 
Angeles and State of California rules and regulations for the opening and 
operating a business during COVID-19.  
 
 
Attachment A:  Business License Application 
Attachment B:  Alcohol License Query 
Attachment D: Torrance Police Department Reports 
 















        
           

        

     

      

       
           

            
   

       

        

             
            

          
        

       

    
          

      
     

    

      
        

        
    

      
        

         
              
         



      

          
       

   

          

         

    

                    
             

  

 



  
 
LICENSE REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
MAY 20, 2021 
 
 

ITEM NO. 7B. – SIMPLY MASSAGE BY MAHUBIE 
                     
BACKGROUND 
 

Mahubie Debarge owner of Simply Massage by Mahubie has made an application 
for approval of a business license to allow the operation of a massage 
establishment.  The business is located at 21250 Hawthorne Blvd, in Torrance, 
California. 
 

ANALYSIS 
 

Per Section 31.7.3 subsection 25) of the Torrance Municipal Code, applications 
for a massage establishment must have License Review Board approval before 
issuance of the license. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

All necessary documents have been received, the License Division recommends 
approval of the business license.  The business will follow the City of Torrance, 
County of Los Angeles and State of California rules and regulations for the 
opening and operating a business during COVID-19.  
 
 
Attachment A: Business License Application 
Attachment B: Form 100E and Massage Therapist’s Certificate 
Attachment C: Statement from Property Owner 
Attachment D: Police Department Reports 
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