
 

ROLL CALL: Farao___Habel___, Kosidlak (Vice Chair)___, Obejas ___, Suruki___, Thomas (Chair)___, and Zander____ 
 
  

In compliance with Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-29-20, which suspended portions of the Brown Act, 

Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-33-20 (Stay At Home Order issued March 19, 2020), and the County of Los 

Angeles Public Health Officer’s Safer At Home  Order (revised May 29, 2020), members of the Torrance Traffic 

Commission and staff will participate in this public meeting via teleconference or other electronic means in our 

continuing effort to practice social distancing to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY VIEW AND PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING via Zoom by using the following link or 

calling-in with the phone number listed below:   

https://bit.ly/3kVcVBa 

Or Telephone: Dial 1-669-900-9128 

Webinar ID: 987 4942 0547  

Passcode: 147984 

 

 

P 

Passcode: 147984 

 

 

 

 

 

TRAFFIC  

COMMISSION 

TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
 

  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2021 
7:00 P.M. 

 

VIA TELECONFERENCE OR OTHER ELECTRONIC MEANS 

 
TRAFFIC COMMISSION MAY TAKE ACTION  

ON ANY ITEM LISTED ON THE AGENDA 

 
********************************** 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
   

2. FLAG SALUTE 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
 

4. MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT ON 

POSTING OF AGENDA 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: DECEMBER 7, 2020  

 

6. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1  

(Limited to 30 minutes) 
 

7.   ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION 

a. Recommendation to Convert Flagler Lane to 

One-Way Northbound Only from Beryl Steet to 

Towers Street for a Temporary Trial Period 

 

     8.   ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 

 

 9.   ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

The Traffic Commission meets the first 

Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. All 

meetings are open to the public via 

teleconference.  
 

The Traffic Commission is an advisory 

body to the City Council. Actions of the 

Public Works Director or Traffic 

Commission may be appealed by the 

applicant, City Council, City Manager, 

or other interested parties by filing a 

written notice of appeal along with the 

City Clerk within 15 days of the action. 
 

Staff reports are available for review at 

the Civic Center Main Library and the 

City Clerk’s office.  Questions or 

concerns may be directed to Steve 

Finton, Interim Deputy Public Works 

Director/ City Engineer, at 310-781-6900.  

Agendas and minutes are posted on the 

City of Torrance Home Page at 

www.TorranceCA.Gov/TrafficCommissi

on 
 

In compliance with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, if special assistance is 

needed to participate in this meeting, 

please call 310-781-6900.  Notification 48 

hours prior to the meeting will enable the 

City to make reasonable arrangements 

to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday through Friday from 

7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Offices are closed alternate Fridays. 

 

City Hall will be closed 

Friday February 12, 2021 

Friday  February 26, 2021 

https://bit.ly/3kVcVBa
http://www.torranceca.gov/trafficcommission
http://www.torranceca.gov/trafficcommission
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December 7, 2020 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a meeting via teleconference or other 
electronic means at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 7, 2020.  

 

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Commissioner Suruki led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 

Present: Commissioners Farao, Habel, Kosidlak, Obejas, 
Suruki, Zander, and Chairperson Thomas. 

 
Absent: None. 
 
Also Present: Engineering Manager Finton and  

Associate Engineer Lotus.  
 
4. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 

MOTION: Commissioner Habel moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on 
the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Suruki seconded the motion; a roll 
call vote reflected unanimous approval.  
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: NOVEMBER 2, 2020 

MOTION: Commissioner Suruki moved to approve the Traffic Commission meeting 
minutes of November 2, 2020 as submitted. Commissioner Habel seconded the motion; a roll 
call vote reflected unanimous approval. 
 
6. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1  

 Chairperson Thomas explained the policies and procedures of the Traffic Commission, 
including the right to appeal decisions to City Council. He called attention to supplemental 
correspondence regarding Item 7a received after agenda packets were prepared. 

 
A member of the pubic spoke. 

 
7. ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION 

 
7a. THIRD DISCUSSION OF TRAFFIC CONDITIONS IN PACIFIC SOUTH BAY 

NEIGHBORHOOD FOCUSING ON FLAGLER LANE, TOWERS STREET, AND 
REDBEAM AVENUE, AND POTENTION ACCESS MODIFICATIONS FROM 
FLAGLER LANE 

Engineering Manager Finton presented background on the item, continued from the 
March 2 and October 5, 2020 Traffic Commission meetings. He stated proposals include the 
blocking of Flagler Lane completely, leaving it as it is, or converting Flagler Lane to one-way 
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either way to reduce cut-through traffic. He noted the City would be taking traffic counts and 
performing license plate surveys to determine the extent of cut-through traffic in the neighborhood. 
He stated that the City would like to know what affected residents think about possible access 
changes before staff begins further traffic analysis, and he recommended the Commission obtain 
public input. He advised there will be another Commission meeting on this item.  

 
Members of the public spoke. 
 
Members of the Commission spoke. Commissioner Kosidlak suggested adding Halison 

Street to the license plate survey and Commissioner Obejas recommended revisiting speed 
humps as a traffic calming measure. 
 
8. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 

A member of the public spoke. 
 
Members of the Commission spoke. 
 
Engineering Manager Finton provided an update on the Sleepy Hollow holiday lights 

neighborhood. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

At 8:51 p.m., Chairperson Thomas adjourned the meeting to January 4, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m. and, hearing no objection, so ordered.     

 

### 



                                                       Traffic Commission Meeting 
February 1, 2021 

 
Agenda Item No. 7a 

 
 
TO:  Traffic Commission 
 
FROM: Craig Bilezerian, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT:  Recommendation to Convert Flagler Lane to One-Way Northbound Only 

from Beryl Street to Towers Street for a Temporary Trial Period.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Public Works Director recommends that the Traffic Commission approve conversion of 
Flagler Lane to one-way northbound only from Beryl Street to Towers Street for a temporary 
trial period. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Pacific South Bay Neighborhood is a single family residential neighborhood located in 
west Torrance – west of Entradero Park and east of Prospect Avenue between Beryl Street 
and Del Amo Boulevard. Redbeam Avenue, Flagler Lane, and Towers Street serve as a 
neighborhood collector due to the direct connection from Beryl Street to Del Amo Boulevard.  
 
Flagler Lane was originally intended to be extended through to the intersection of Prospect 
Avenue and Diamond Avenue. That plan, however, was blocked by Redondo Beach 
residents decades ago resulting in Flagler Lane traffic being directed onto Towers Street. 
Residents of this neighborhood have requested that the City take measures to mitigate cut-
through traffic and speeding in the neighborhood and staff responded by installing additional 
stop signs and striping at several intersections in the neighborhood. Cut-through traffic, 
however, continues to exist in the neighborhood and staff continues to consider measures to 
address it. To that end, the Traffic Commission took public input on this issue on three 
occasions: March 2, 2020, October 5, 2020 and December 7, 2020 as described below. At 
each meeting, residents were requested to provide input on possible modifications to access 
to the neighborhood from Flagler Lane.  Access modifications could consist of blocking 
Flagler Lane completely or converting Flagler Lane to one-way either way. Any access 
change would reduce cut-through traffic significantly, however, each modification alternative 
has distinct pros and cons.  
 
March 2, 2020 Traffic Commission Meeting 
Twenty residents spoke at this meeting. Five speakers were in favor of converting Flagler 
Lane into a one-way street northbound, ten supported full street closure, one opposed 
closure, and five expressed other sentiments. An informal poll of those in attendance of the 
meeting was taken. Twelve people preferred changing Flagler Lane into one-way street 
northbound. No one was in favor of converting Flagler Lane to one-way southbound. More 
than forty people were in favor of full closure of Flagler Lane to prevent any traffic from 
entering or existing the neighborhood from Beryl Street.  At the meeting, it was announced 
that a second discussion would be held at a later date to allow residents to resubmit email 
comments lost during a City computer incident that occurred immediately before the meeting.  
 
 
 



October 5, 2020 Traffic Commission Meeting 
On October 5, 2020, the Traffic Commission held a second meeting via teleconference 
(Zoom) to take additional public input. This meeting would have been held earlier, however, 
public meeting restrictions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic caused the cancellation of 
Traffic Commission meetings until this date. At the meeting, a total of 24 residents joined the 
Zoom meeting. The majority of them spoke: 15 people supported full closure of Flagler Ln at 
Beryl St; 3 supported northbound one-way only on Flagler Lane from Towers Street to Beryl 
Street; and 4 had other comments.  
 
December 7, 2020 Traffic Commission Meeting 
On December 7, 2020, the Traffic Commission held a third meeting via teleconference related 
to this issue.  The purpose of the meeting was to reach out to residents in a broader area that 
may be impacted by access changes at Flagler Lane. The notice of this meeting was issued 
to members of the West Torrance Home Owner’s Association (WTHOA) via that 
organization’s email directory. The WTHOA area is bounded by 190th St, Hawthorne Blvd, 
Del Amo Blvd, and west City limits and includes the Pacific South Bay neighborhood as well. 
At the meeting, 25 residents provided comment. Eight (8) were in favor of closing Flagler 
Lane at Beryl Street and 17 were opposed. Those opposed lived predominantly on Ronald 
Avenue and indicated that it would be more difficult to access the shopping center at Beryl 
Street and Prospect Avenue (Vons Shopping Center) and traffic circulation would change in 
the neighborhood. Several residents were critical of the notification method used for this 
meeting.   
 
ANALYSIS 
 
In December, the City took traffic counts and performed a license plate survey to determine 
the extent of traffic cutting through in the neighborhood. The data was collected at four 
locations during the two-hour AM and PM peak period, 7:30 am to 9:30 am and 4:00 pm to 
6:00 pm, respectively. The four survey locations were (1) Beryl St/ Flagler Ln, (2) Redbeam 
Ave/ Del Amo Blvd, (3) Wayne Ave/ Del Amo Blvd, and (4) Entradero Ave/ Del Amo Blvd. 
The last three digits of the license plate number was recorded for every vehicle entering and 
exiting the neighborhood at each location. Vehicles that entered from Flagler Lane and exited 
onto Del Amo Blvd or the reverse within 15 minutes were considered cut-through traffic. See 
Cut Through Traffic Analysis (Attachment 4). The data shows that cut-through traffic was 
highest between Beryl St/ Flagler Ln and Redbeam Ave/ Del Amo Blvd as follows: 
 
Beryl St/Flagler Ln   Redbeam Av/ Del Amo Bl AM PM 
Northbound Cut-Through Traffic 28 of 59   47% 43 of 138   31% 
Southbound Cut-through Traffic 40 of 98   41% 54 of 176   31% 

 
Please note that vehicle trips beginning or ending in the neighborhood are not considered 
cut-through trips.  For example, trips beginning or ending on Ronald Avenue or any other 
residential street in the neighborhood are not considered cut-through trips. It should also be 
noted that traffic volumes have been significantly reduced by the current Covid-19 pandemic 
and the lack of in-person school instruction. Although traffic volumes are decreased, the 
proportion of cut-through traffic is valid for use in this discussion. 
 
In an effort to address the reported and observed issues related to southbound traffic, Staff 
is recommending that traffic be restricted to northbound only on Flagler Lane from Beryl 
Street to Towers Street for a three-week trial period. Doing so would allow staff and residents 
to experience the change and allow staff to gather traffic data to evaluate effects. During the 
trial period, northbound traffic would continue to flow as is does today.  Southbound traffic, 
however, would not be permitted to enter the neighborhood through Flagler Lane requiring 
that alternate southbound routes be used.  Vehicles currently cutting through the 
neighborhood in the southbound direction would likely use alternative routes to access Del 





"-$

"-$

"-$

"-$

"-$

"-$ "-$

"-$ "-$

"-$

"-$

"-$

"-$

"-$
"-$

WILMA ST

TOWERS ST

HALISON ST

R
O

N
A

LD
 AVE

TO
M

LEE AVE

LIN
D

A D
R

NORTON ST

LIN
D

A D
R

M
ILD

R
E

D
 AVE

C
A

R

MELYNN ST

DEL AMO BLVD

W
AY

NE
AV

E

FLAG
LER

LAN
E

R
O

N
ALD

AVE

R
ED

BE
AM

 AVE

TOWERS ST

TO
M

LEE AVE

Towers
Elementary

School

Sunnyglen
Park

Dominguez
Park

Entradero
Park

Redondo
Beach

Torrance

´Existing Condition Map
"-$

EXISTING
STOP SIGN

EXISTING
PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK

ALotus
Typewritten Text
ATTACHMENT 1



FOURTH DISCUSSION OF TRAFFIC CONDITIONS IN  

PACIFIC SOUTH BAY NEIGHBORHOOD 

 

20500 Madrona Ave., Torrance, CA 90503  

www.TorranceCA.Gov 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

For questions or information, please contact the following: 

Public Works Department  
Angel Lotus at 310-781-6900 
 

 
 
 
 
   NOTICE OF TRAFFIC COMMISSION MEETING 

 
Fourth Discussion of Traffic Conditions in Pacific South Bay Neighborhood  

focusing on Flagler Lane, Towers Street and Redbeam Avenue 
 

Monday, February 1, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Via Teleconference (Zoom Meeting) 
Access details will be posted on January 28, 2021 in the Agenda  

on Traffic Commission website at: 
www.TorranceCA.Gov/2021TrafficCommission 

 

To join Zoom meeting: https://bit.ly/3kVcVBa  

 
 
On Monday, February 1, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., the Torrance Traffic Commission will hold a fourth 
discussion regarding traffic conditions in the Pacific South Bay neighborhood focusing on Flagler Lane, 
Towers Street, Redbeam Avenue. At this meeting, the Commission will consider a staff 
recommendation to restrict Flagler Lane to 1-way northbound only from Beryl Street to Towers Street 
for a 3-week trial period. If approved by the Commission, the restriction would be implemented and then 
removed after the trial period with Flagler Lane restored to pre-existing condition. Staff would monitor 
traffic conditions during the trial period and would return to the Traffic Commission for consideration of 
possible future actions.  

The full agenda and staff report will be posted on January 28, 2021 at 
www.TorranceCA.Gov/2021TrafficCommission. We invite you to attend the Traffic Commission 
meeting via teleconference (Zoom Meeting) using the link provided above.  You can provide your input 
at the teleconference or you may email your comments to: PWTraffic@TorranceCA.Gov 

For questions, please contact Ms. Angel Lotus, Associate Engineer in the Engineering Division of the 
Public Works Department at 310-781-6900. 

C I T Y  O F  T O R R A N C E  

CITY COUNCIL 

Mayor  

Patrick J. Furey 

 

Heidi Ann Ashcraft      Mike Griffiths       

George K. Chen            Sharon Kalani 

Tim Goodrich             Aurelio Mattucci 

  

Rebecca Poirier               Dana Cortez 

    City Clerk                 City Treasurer 

  

Aram Chaparyan 

City Manager 

https://bit.ly/3kVcVBa
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IN OUT
①  Beryl St & Flagler Ln ②  Redbeam Ave & Del Amo Blvd 40/98 41% 54/176 31%
①  Beryl St & Flagler Ln ③  Wayne Ave & Del Amo Blvd 4/98 4% 3/176 2%
①  Beryl St & Flagler Ln ④  Entradero Ave & Del Amo Blvd 3/98 3% 5/176 3%
②  Redbeam Ave & Del Amo Blvd ①  Beryl St & Flagler Ln 28/59 47% 43/138 31%
③  Wayne Ave & Del Amo Blvd ①  Beryl St & Flagler Ln 2/28 7% 2/54 4%
④  Entradero Ave & Del Amo Blvd ①  Beryl St & Flagler Ln 4/137 3% 4/234 2%
*AM = 7:30am - 9:30am; PM = 4:00pm - 6:00pm

LOCATION OF LICENSE PLATE SURVEY
AM* PM*

CUT-THROUGH TRAFFIC
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