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City Council
November '17 ,2020

At 10:59 p.m., the City Council adjourned to Tuesday, December 1,2O2O, at 5:30 p.m. for closed
session, with the regular meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. via teleconference or other electronic
means. Tuesday, November 24, 202O is a Council dark night.

Michelle Peña
Recording Secretary



November 17 , 2A2A
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING
OF THE TORR,ANCE CITY COUNCIL

I. CALLTO ORDER

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting on Tuesday, November 17 ,2O2O
at 5:30 p.m. via teleconference.

ROLL CALL

Present:

Absent:

Present:

Councilmembers Ashcraft, Chen, Goodrich, Griffiths, Kalani, Mattucci, and
Mayor Furey

None

City Manager Chaparyan, City Attorney Sullivan,
City Clerk Poir¡er and
other staff representatives

Agenda ltem 14 was considered out of order at this time

't4. cLosED sEsstoN
The City Council recessed to closed session to confer with the City Manager and the

City Attorney on agenda matters listed under 14A) Threat To Public Services Or Facilities,
148) Conference With Labor Negotiator, 14C) Conference With Legal Counsel * Existing
Litigation, and 14D) Conference With Legal Counsel - Anticipaied Litigation pursuant to California
Government Code 554957, California Government Code $54957.6, California Government Code
S54956.9(dX1), and California Government Code $54956.9(d)(2).

The City Council reconvened in public session at 7:00 p.m- No formal action was taken on
any ilem considered in closed session.

2. FLAGSALUTE/INVOCATION

The flag salute was led by Councilmember Chen.

The norì-sectãr¡ãn ¡nvocat¡on was g¡ven by Courìc¡imemtrer Goodrich.

2 ÞEDaìÞT rìt 
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City Clerk Poirier reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board al 3031
Torrance Boulevard and on the City's website on Thursday, November 12,2020.

MOTION: Councilmember Griffiths moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud the
number and title of any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further reading thereof
shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the r¡ght to demand the
reading of any such resolution or ordinance ¡n regular order. The motion was seconded by
Councilmember Mattucci and passed by 7-0 vote.

4. WiTi-iDRÂWN. DEFÊRRED OR SUPPLEñIíENTAL iTEiRS

No items were withdrawn or deferred. Suppiemental material available for items 6F, 104,
and Oral Communications.
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5. COUNGIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councilmember Goodrich announced the Finance and Governmental Operations
Committee met the day prior to discuss the first quarter 2020-2021 budget review report. The
report along with approved program modif¡cations will be brought to the City Council in early
December"

Councilmember Griffiths attended the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce Government
Affairs Policy meeting last week and the most recent pulse poll from B¡zFed identif¡ed the most
pressing issues bus¡nesses face. Torrance had the highest number of responses and
respondents noted Torrance was the #1 business-friendly city in LA County. He shared some
businesses' concerns and statistics on working from home.

Councilmember Chen attended the celebration of South Bay Fiber Network Connection
hosted virtually by the South Bay Cities Council of Governments to celebrate the completion of
the fiber network that connects all the South Bay cities and six agencies with high speed, lower
cost broadband infrastructure.

Mayor Furey announced as work continues on the City's Downtown Rev¡talizat¡on Plan,
staff and a consultant team are concluding the diagnostic port¡on of the analysis and are prepar¡ng
to move forward with the process. A draft executive summary of the work conducted thus far will
be available on the Community Development Department website by the end of the week and the
Community Development Department will be hosting two virtual community outreach meetings
Tuesday, December 1 at 10:00 a.m. and Thursday, December 3 at 6:00 p.m.

6. COMMUNITY MATTERS

RESOLUTION RE CHERYL HUDDLE

Resolution No. 2020-123 honor¡ng Police Services Officer Cheryl Huddle upon her
retirement from the City of Torrance after thirty{hree years of service.

MOTION: Councilmember Kalani moved to adopt Resolution No.2O2O-123. The motion
was seconded by Councilmember Chen and passed by 7-0 vote.

68. RESOLUTION RE SCOTT CAMERON

Resolution No. 2O2O-124 honoring Police Sergeant Scott Cameron upon his retirement
from the City of Torrance after nearly twenty-seven years of service.

@ll9l[ Councilmember Mattucci moved to adopt Resolution No.2020-124. The mot¡on
was seconded by Councilmember Kalani and passed by 7-0 vote.

6C. RESOLUTION RE CRAIG MARSHALL

Resolution No. 2020-125 honoring Police Officer Craig Marshall upon his retirement from
the City of Torrance after twenty-one years of service.

64.

MOTION:
seconded by

Councilmember Chen moved to adopt Resolution No. 2020-125. The motion
Councilmember Ashcraft and passed by 7-0 vote-
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6D.

6E.

6F.

PROCLAMATION RE SMALL BUSINESS SATURÞAY

The Proclamation declaring Saturday, November 28, 2020 as Small Business Saturday ìn
the City of Tonance was accepted by Donna Duperron from the Torrance Area Chamber
of Commerce and Larry Halvorsen from Express Employment Professionals.

PROCLAMATION RE UNITED AGAINST HATE WEEK

The Proclamation declaring November 30, 2020 to December 6, 2O2O as United Against
Hate Week in the City of Torrance was accepted by Karen Klink f¡om the Racial Equity
Committee of South Bay Cares.

COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council:
1) Review applications and appoint members to fìll vacancies on the Planning, Civil

Service, Airport, and Commission on Aging Commissions from a list of qualified
applicants and consider reappointments of eligible current commissioners; and

2) Set the beginning of the term as December 1, 2O2O to give appointees time to be
sworn in prior to their first meeting. The City Clerk will administer the Oaih of Office at
a future date.

Mayor Furey requested Planning Commission nominations. Councilmember Goodrich
nominated Mario Obejas; Councilmember Ashcraft nominated David Kartsonis; Councilmember
Chen nominated Spencer Dela Cruz; Councilmember Kalani nominated Michael Kosidlak.

A roll call vote was taken. Councilmember Ashcraft voted for David Kartsonis;
Councilmember Chen voted for Spencer Dela Cruz; Councilmember Goodrich voted for Mario
Obejas; Councilmember Griffiths voted for David Kartsonis; Councilmember Kalani voted for
Michael Kosidlak; Councilmember Mattucci voted for David Kartsonis; Mayor Furey voted for
Mario Obejas. David Kartsonis was appointed with three votes for a term expiring June 3A,2A21.

tvrdyur Furcy requesleu llurr ttalrull:j ruf ute utv ùetvtce \-otnft s$toÌI ano nomlnateo
Bridgett Lewis. Councilmember Kalani nominated Cinda Herring; Councilmember Goodrich
nominated Carol Dean"

A roii caii vote was taken. Councilmember Chen voted for Bridgett Lewis and Cinda
1..¡ôrr¡ñ^ l-^r 'h^¡lñôñl.rã. ¿:^^âri^h .,^l^^ l^. Þ.¡¡^^++ I ^'.,i- ^^¡ /r^.^l rì^ô^. a\^, .^^il*^-!.^-ur rvgvrr Lerv¡o Lr\,ot t, \Jvut t\, tv .rc;t
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Lewis and Cinda Herring; Councilmember Mattucci voted for Cinda Herring and Bridgett Lewis;
Councilmember Ashcraft voted for Cinda Herring and Bridgett Lewis; Mayor Furey voted for Cinda
Herring and Bridgett Lewis. Cinda Herring and Br¡dgette Lewis were appointed for terms expiring
June 30, 2024.

Mayor Furey requested nominations for the Airport Comm¡ssion and nominated Anne
O'Brien; Councilmember Mattucc¡ nominated Linden Nishinaga; Councilmember Griffiths
nominated Gregory Taylor.

¡'r r(,rr r/drr vuLY wdù r.c \Yr r. vur]r lulll r rcl r ruër \ruuul tu vuleu tut É\ l le \J ótlef I af tu Ltf luef I
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Councilmember Kalani voted for Anne O'Brien and Linden Nishinaga; Councilmember Mattucci
voted for Linden N¡sh¡naga and Anne O'Brien; Councilmember Ashcraft voted for Linden
Nishinaga and Anne O'Brien; Councilmember Chen voted for Linden Nishinaga and Anne
O'Brien; Mayor Furey voted for Anne O'Brien and Linden Nishinaga. Anne O'Brien was
reappointed for a term expir¡ng June 30, 2024 and Linden Nishinaga was appointed for a part¡al
term expiring June 30, 2021 .

Mayor Furey requested Commission on Ag¡ng nominations. Councilmember Ashcraft
nominated Gurpeet Kaur; Councilmember Goodrich nominated Carolyn Snyder; Councilmember
Chen nominated Karen Pryor; Councilmember Griffiths nominated Robert Feldman.

A roll call vote was taken. Counc¡lmember Griffiths voted for Karen Pryor and Robert
Feldman; Councilmember Kalani voted for Karen Pryor and Robert Feldman; Councilmember
Mattucci voted for Karen Pryor and Carolyn Snyder; Councilmember Ashcraft voted for Robert
Feldman and Gurpeet Kaur; Councilmember Chen voted for Karen Pryor and Carolyn Snyder;
Councilmember Goodrich voted for Carolyn Snyder and Karen Pryor; Mayor Furey voted for
Carolyn Snyder and Karen Pryor. Karen Pryor and Carolyn Snyder were appointed for terms
expiring June 30,2024.

7 ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Members of the public spoke.

10.

l0A.

HEARINGS

PUBLIC HEARING RE CUPI9-00020: JOE JUDGE

Recommendat¡on of the Planning Commission that City Council deny the appeal and
adopt a Resolution approving a Conditional Use Permit to allow the replacement of an
existing service station m¡n¡ mart with a new 2,600 square foot retail store, without the
retail sale of beer and wine for offsite consumption, on property located in fhe C-2 Zone
at 3975 '190th Street.
-oR-
Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council uphold the
appeal and adopt a Resolution approving a Conditional Use Permit to allow the
replacement of existing service station mini mart with a new 2,600 square foot retail store,
and to allow the retail sale of beer and wine for offsite consumption, on propefi located
in the C-2 Zone at 3975 190th Street.

Mayor Furey announced that this was the time and place for a public hearing on this
matter. City Clerk Poirier confirmed that the hearing was properly advertised.

Planning and Environmental Manager Oscar Mart¡nez reviewed the staff recommendation
with the aid of slides. He touched on the site plan of the proposed project, the parking stall layout,
the building elevation on all sides, and the Planning Commiss¡on's decision.

Bruce Evans spoke on behalf of the applicant and stated staff determined the design is
acceptable and an opportunity to revital¡ze an outdated site. He added the owner's million-dollar
investment in the project to improve the site can't go forward without beer and wine approval. He
shared the owner didn't expect any local opposition as he had received Planning Department
recommendation and no opposition from the Police Department. He explained the owner, Mr.
Judge, took concerns from the neighbors into consideration and volunteered a restriction on

City Council
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alcohol sales from 10:00 a.m. to l0:00 p.m. with an eight hour reduction. Mr. Evans furthered Mr.
Judge would limit the retail space for alcohol to 10%, have no advertising of alcohoi, suggested a
built-in one-year review, and employees would have to go through mandated tiaining. He
concluded ihe neighbors' concerns can be addressed ihrough added conditions.

Rick Carr, former Torrance Police Department, stated he was brought on the projecf in
February and used to work in licensing of new businesses thal sell alcohol. He stressed the
¡mportance of the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) laws and the municipal laws to Mr. Judge
and explained the ramifications of violating those laws. He also explained to Mr. Judge the
importance of maintaining relationships with neighbors and addressing all the concerns that they
may have. He shared himself and Mr. Judge canvassed the neighborhood immediately to the
north of the proposed addition and Mr. Judge voluntarily gave out his cell number to residents.
Mr. Carr spoke with Torrance Police Department this morning anci they had no issues regarciing
homelessness in that area outside the usual calls.

Councilmember Ashcraft noted currently the gas station has an auto repair component to
it and asked if that will be removed with the remodel.

Mr. Judge stated the service station was removed and they are located on Spencer Street
now so he is operating only as a gas station and going forward the location will be a gas station
and convenience store.

Councilmember Ashcraft asked about lighting, explaìning currently the gas station is an
eyesore and is dark at night. She questioned having motion sensor lights.

Mr. Judge replied the lights will be pointed away so the neighborhood is not disturbed. ln
response to follow-up questions regarding lights, he added he w¡ll be working very closely with
the neighborhood and will address and correct any concerns regarding lighting.

Ccuncilmernber Ashcraft mentioned concern for loitering and vagrancy because of
alcohol, adding better lighting will be a positive. She asked how employees will be trained by the
ABC or the Police Depai-tment.

Mr. Judge explained he is required to have all employees trained and touched on the
tenure of his employees. He added his first priority is to handle all issues professionally and
commun¡cate with police if there are problems. He concluded he has a no-ncnsense bus¡ness
thai does not take safety, cleanliness, and courteousness lightly.

Mr. Evans stated there ¡s a condition of approval proposed by the Planning Department
that specifies non-glare lighting in the parking lot included in the design and Mr. Judge would work
further with the neighbors if there was an issue. He added there is a mandate for very specific
types of surveillance camera in the parking lot and as far as training goes there's no legal
requirement that Mr. Judge train his employees, but one of the conditions he has volunteered is
that all employees would have mandated responsibie alcohol retailing training conducted by the
ABC or Torrance Police Department.

Community Development Direetor Danny Santana speeified eondition #1 'l on paqe '14 and
#¿1 Aîtú +¿¿ Ofi pAge i Ð aOûi-eSSeO iìOii-giare Secui-ily lignllng anq ine i-eqij¡femeni TOr

surve¡llance cameras with the hope of avoiding any negat¡ve ¡mpacts to the area as well as
íaei¡itaiing poiice invesiigations into airy incidents ihai do take place.
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Mayor Furey mentioned the letter from local HOA endorsing this project as long as they
adopt all conditions listed and in the ¡tem on page two it indicated each and every one of those
voluntary conditions by the owner were adopted into the conditions of this approval.

Coundlmember Griff¡ths asked what the cunent hours of the service station are and what
the hours will be for the proposed conven¡ence store.

Mr. Judge stated the requirements of the oil company ¡n the contract requires the station
to be open 24-hours as well as the convenience store to be open 24-hours with limited hours for
sale of beer and wine as stated ¡n the conditions. Responding to a follow-up question about
current hours, Mr. Judge stated at present he is shutting down around 9:00 at night early because
of COVID, having lost about 70% of sales at this po¡nt.

Councilmember Griffiths disclosed he had a telephone conference with Mr- Car prior to
the meeting tonight but his decision will be based on all the facts presented and that meeting will
not affect his decision.

Counc¡lmember Ashcraft disclosed she also had a telephone conversation but all the
findings she has read plus ton¡ght's discussion will be where she places her opinion.

Mayor Furey disclosed he had a conversation with Mr. Carr about eight or nine months
ago and will base his determination on everything presented âs well as anything received later.

Councilmember Mattucci disclosed he met with the applicant at least once or tw¡ce and
spoke on the phone as well and will make his decision based on the information presented tonight.

Members of the public spoke.

Plann¡ng and Environmental Manager Martinez clarified some of the po¡nts brought up by
members of the publ¡c; staff modified the one-year Planning Commission review to be for alcohol-
related issues but can make the one-year review automatic. He touched on the letter of support
from the North Torrance Home Owners' Association and explained currently the condition of the
per¡meter wall is to be raised s¡x feet but the code allows a maximum of eight feet and Council
can make that modifìcation. He responded to a caller comment regarding the propane tank and
stated it is cunently being relocated from the ¡ear of the property to the east side of the property.

Mr. Evans mentioned discussion about the voluntary conditions and clarified no single
beer sales was not volunteered because the police made it part of the original recommendation.
He stated it is a common recommendation to curb abuse and the products that are a concern
regarding homeless people won't be sold such as single beer and malt liquor. He concluded the
project would be the most recent alcohol use in ïorrance for off-site alcohol sales and reiterated
the offer to automatically go to Planning Comm¡ssion for a one-year review of the CUP and pay
for public notification for it.

Mr. Carr explained eliminating single sales tends to cut down on the amount of homeless
people trying to get alcohol and in reviewing calls for service with Torrance Police, there were not
many calls regarding the homeless. He added the owner has been ¡nstructed to call Torrance
Police Department if there are incidents with the homeless.

City Council
November 17, 2020



Mayor Furey asked about the eighlfoot wall mentioned by a neighbor.

Mr. Judge confirmed he would be okay with an automatic one-year review and an eight-
foot wall.

Councilmember Kalani questioned controliing single container sales with regards to wine.

Mr. Evans responded the cond¡tion pertains to beer and not regular sized bottles of wine.
He furthered there will be no breaking apart six packs of beer and 24 ounce cans cannot be sold.
He stated a normal s¡zed bottle of wine could be sold and Council can add a condition that no
fortified wine be sold, elaboraiing that it is cheap wine that has a high alcohol content.

Couneiimember Kalani stateci she woulci iike ihai considereci. She askeci ii stafi is abie to
refuse service to someone that already appears to be intoxicated and who determines it.

Mr- Carr staied it is part of the training that both the Police Department and ABC provide
and will make very clear to Mr. Judge and his employees that anyone under the influence can
^^¡ ,",¡ t ^ .^ç,,-^¡ ^^^,i^^

Councilmember Kalani asked if the Police Department will be supportive if intox¡cated
persons are on the premises in such a state.

Mr. Carr confirmed there is a seciion in the California Penal Code for being drunk in public
and in his experience Torrance Police are proactive in assuring the quälity of life for the citizens
of Torrance and eliminating people that are drunk in public.

Councilmember Goodrich noted in selling alcohol across the street from the park the two
different mindsets are if somebody really wants to drink, they can get alcohol a half a mile away
and they wlll ',valk that ten minutes if they really want it. -ue added the other school of thought is
the eas¡er il is the more likely there's going to be a problem. He asked for staff feedback on which
is more correct.

Community Developmeni Direcior Saniana rep¡¡ed it could be either scenario, but if
someone is truly seeking to obtain an alcoholic beverage, there are other locations in the c¡ty in
immediate proximity. He stated the closest is a liquor store further east on 190th Street near the
intersection of Felbar and there are iwo existing locations at 182"d and Prairie as well as two
grocery store operations on Hawthorne south of 190th street. He reiterâted if an individual is
desirous of acquiring those substances there are other locations in the city where they could go.

Councilmember Goodrich received confirmation the liquor store on 190rh is closer than the
half mile to 182nd and Prairie, adding ìt makes it a little difficult to discriminate.

MOTION: Councilmember Griffiths moved to close the public hearing. The motion was
seconded by Councilmember Goodrich and passed by 7-0 vote.
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Councilmember Mattucci stated after listening to the testimony, he understands what the
neighbors are going through and it seems this is more of a homeless and vagrant issue than it is
an alcohol and sales ¡ssue. He noted as mentioned by Councilmember Goodrich, alcohol is for
sale in the vicinity so Council shouldn't deserve to say who gets to sell alcohol and who doesn't.
He agreed with the idea of an eight-foot wall if the neighbor is adamant about it and the applicant
is okay with building it. He mentioned the single sales ban but conceded someone who is go¡ng
to be drinking can easily drink a 6-pack or 12-pack. He stated it shouldn't be up to Council to say
that's the problem with this project. Councilmember Mattucci furthered the issue is homeless and
vagrants around the park, which should be addressed separately. He supported the
recommendation of the Community Development Director with the eight-foot wall and stated he
is against the automatic review by the Planning Commission unless there are complaints or
issues, then it would go to a review in twelve months.

Mayor Furey shared he lives closest to the location and as the former pres¡dent of the
HOA was opposed beer and wine licensing at that very site many years ago. He stated the
concern back then was proximity to Columbia Park as one of the two largest parks in Torrance
where people go. He expressed the previous assertion was beer and w¡ne are available nearby
for purchase and he would not support th¡s without a one-year automatic return to Planning
Commission to review the Conditional Use Permit. He appreciated the idea of fixing up that corner
and helping businesses do something, but not by abandoning the community that lives right there.
Without that cond¡tion attached, he stated he will vote no and encourage everybody to vote no.
He furthered the food mart would be a nice addition, but he has reservations about the beer and
wine. He concluded Mr. Judge has to prove to the community that he's deserving of the
Conditional Use Permit and will only support this with the automatic review condition in addition
to an eight-foot wall, no sale of fortified wine, and ABC training.

Councilmember Ashcraft voiced her support for renovat¡ng that corner as it is an eyesore
and it needs to be done. She agreed adding the conditions of the one-year review, an eightfoot
wall, and no fortified wine are good recommendations and that is how she would vote for it.

Councilmember Griffiths asked if staff has any knowledge of other establishments that sell
alcohol, beer, and wine across the street from parks.

Mayor Furey announced the public hearing was closed.

MOTION: Councilmember Kalani moved to accept the recommendations of the
Community Development Director and adopt a resolution approving a cond¡tional use permit to
allow the replacement of the service station with the new store and allow the sale of beer and
w¡ne as long as there is no single container sales, there's a restriction on fortified wine, an eight-
foot wall, and the mandatory twelve-month review. The motion was seconded by Councilmember
Mattucci and passed by 7-0 vote.

MOTION: Councilmember Kalani moved to adopt Resolution No. 2020-126 with the
conditions. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mattucci and passed by 7-0 vote.

Planning and Environmental Manager Martinez confirmed for Mayor Furey conditions #3
and #4 can be modified and the bullet points that talk about single serve can be modified and the
resolution would not be brought back.

The Counc¡l recessed from 10:07 p.m. to 10:17 p.m.
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84.

8. CONSENTCALENDAR

APPROPRIATE FUNDS ANÐ ACCEPT AND FILE EMERGENCY EXPENDITURE
REPORT FOR PERIMETER SECURITY CONSTRUCTION AT POLICE DEPARTMENT

Recommendation of the Police Chief that City Council:
1) Accept and appropriate a $45,000 donation from the Torrance Auto Dealership

Association to partially fund the perimeter security wall instaliation project; and
2) Appropriate $128,075 of asset forfeiture funds to replenish ava¡lable budget for training

opportunit¡es; and
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council accept and file this repoÌt of an
emergency expenditure pursuant to Torrance Municipal Code section 22.3.12.

88. AMENDMENTS TO MEASURE R FUNDING AGREEMENTS WITH LOS ANGELES
COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council:
1) Approve Amendment No. 2 to Measure R Funding Agreement #MOU.MR312.26 with

LACMTA (C2414-A7\ for the l-405 at 182nd StreeVOrenshaw Bouleva¡-d Operational
lmprovements, ï-155 to extend the term of all Funds programmed for FY 2014-15 and
FY 2016-17 to June 30, 2022;

2) Approve Amendment No. 3 to Measure R Funding Agreement #MOU.MR312.40 with
LACMTA (C2014-056) for the Pacific Coast Highway at Vista Montana/Anza Avenue
lntersection lmprovements, T-154 to extend the term of all Funds programmed for FY
2013-14 to June 30, 2022;

3) Approve Amendment No. 3 to Measure R Funding Agreement #MOU.MR312.10 with
LACMTA (C2012-035) for the Pacific Coast Highway at Hawthorne Boulevard
lntersection lmprovements, T-131 to extend the term of all Funds programmed for FY
2014-15 to June 30, 2022.

8C. AMENDMENTS TO MEASURE R FUNDING AGREEMENTS FOR TORRANCE
TRANSIT PARK AND RIDE REGIONAL TRANSIT TERMINAL AND GRENSHAW
BOULEVARD INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS

Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council:
l) Approve Amendment No. 3 to Measure R Funding Agreement #MOU.MR312.23 A-1

(C2013-069) with ihe Los Angeles County Metropoiitan Transportation Authority
ll 

^l-ÀrT^\ 
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7G4 tc extend the terms cf âl! funds progi'amrned fc¡ FV'. 2t'! -a-'!4 to iu¡'ìê 3û, 2Ç22 eíiÌ
all funds programmed for FY2018-19 to June 30, 2023; and

2) Approve Amendment No. 3 to Measure R Funding Agreement #MR312.60 (C2015-
043) with the LACMTA for the Crenshaw Boulevard lntersect¡on lmprovements and
208th Street Extension, T-157 to extend the terms of all funds programmed for
FY2014-15 and FY2015-2016 to June 30,2022.

8D. REASSIGNMENT OF CONSULTING SERVIGES AGREEMENT FOR AUÞIT SERVICES

Recommendation of the lnterim F¡nance Director that Ciiy Council approve the
reassignment of the consulting services agreement {C2016-041) with White Nelson Diehl
E:ir--- !!D +-. arli+--.r.! -,r---rr.-À.!!r.r. !l O r.ff-ìi.l:.... L!-a.-.....!-.. 4 r't^r'tâ a.-. l!....!..,.a::.--..-r !L-.

t I LvLw tvt Lt rE' uut duvt I (.¡ Û ßt
current agreement expiring t¡,arch 29, 2O2i .
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8E. ACCEPTANDAPPROPRIATEGRANTFUNDS FORVARIOUS PROJECTS AT
HENRIETTA BASIN AND MADRONA MARSH PRESERVE AND NATURE CENTER

Considered separately, see below.

MOTION: Councilmember Griffiths moved to approve the Consent ltems 8A through 8D.
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Chen and passed by 7-0 vote.

8E. ACCEPT AND APPROPRIATE GRANT FUNDS FOR VARIOUS PROJECTS AT
HENRIETTA BASIN AND MADRONA MARSH PRESERVE AND NATURE CENTER

Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council:
'l) Accept and appropriate $30,000 grant award from the California State Coastal

Conservancy for Torrance Henr¡etta Basin Wetland Recovery Project; and
2) Accept and appropr¡ate $469,900 grant award from the California State Coastal

Conservancy for Madrona Marsh Vernal Pool Restoration; and
3) Accept and appropriate $147,473 grant award from the California Department of Parks

and Recreation for Enhanc¡ng Environmental Education Opportunities (EEEO) for
Madrona Marsh Preserve and Henrietta Basin; and

4) Accept and appropriate $140,000 grant award from the California Natural Resources
Agency for Ënvironmental Enhancement and Mitigation (EEM) Grant Program for
Torrance Urban Tree Project; and

5) Accept and appropriate $80,000 grant award from the California Department of Parks
and Recreation for Outdoor Environmental Education Facilities (OEEF) for Madrona
Marsh Preserve and Nature Center Outdoor Educational Facilities.

Councilmember Ashcraft explained how important this ltem is and thanked Community
Services for writing and applying for grants. She noted the C¡ty has $867,373 coming through
grant programs to enhance Madrona Marsh and the Henrietta Wetlands Recovery Project and
shared her excitement to see the nature center and basin improved.

MOTION: Councilmember Ashcraft moved for approval of 8E. The motion was seconded
by Councilmember Kalani and passed by 7-0 vote.

9. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

9A. COVID-1g RECOVERY UPDATE AND OPTIONS FOR RESPONDING TO ORDERS
FROM LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council:
1) Receive COVID-19 Recovery Update (for Discussion Only); and
2) Determine whatever action deemed appropriate for respond¡ng to Orders from the

County of Los Angeles and the State of California Regarding COVID-19.

City Manager Chaparyan provided an update on the COVID-1g recovery efforts. He
shared LA County rema¡ns in the Purple Tier in the Blueprint for a Safer Economy and many
counties have moved from the Red Tier into the Purple Tier, with 40 out of the 58 counties are in
the most restrictive tier. He shared to date,25 Torrance businesses have secured financial
assistance for outdoor setup from the Business Assistance Program, eight fitness-related
businesses have been permitted to operate in City parks, and 116 business have been approved
for outdoor operations. He relayed the County and State both announced they are experiencing
a surge in COVID-19 transmissions and could worsen as Thanksgiving approaches. Governor
Newsom announced stricter mask mandates. LA County Department of Public Health issued a
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press release implementing tighter safeguards and restr¡ctions to curb COVID-19 spread. City
Mânager Chaparyan shared cases have doubled since the beg¡nn¡ng of November and
hospitalizations have ¡ncreased. The f¡rst measures effeciive this Friday include for non-essential
businesses permitted io operate outdoors 25o/o capacily. Patrons at outdoor resiaurants,
breweries, wineries will be limited to 50% capacity and services at personal care establishments
may only be provided by appointment. Outdoor restaurants, bars, breweries, and non-essential
retail establishments must be closed from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. and outdoor gatherings remain the
only gatherings permitted at 15 people maximum and no more than 3 households" He relayed the
county average of reported case numbers and hospitalizations and shared there is a voluntary
travel advisory. He concluded with the recomrnendation of best pract¡ces to reduce spread and
mentioned the experimental vaccine ¡s nearly 95% effective in preliminary analysis.

lvlayor Furey shareci this week the äational Leâgue of Ciiies heici iis viriuai coÍrl.ererìee
and explained other states looked to California for doing the r¡ght thing early on- He noted the
east coast, rust belt, and Midwest are experiencing a horrific time, adding El Paso hospitals are
overrun and bringing in a refrigerator truck for temporary morgues much the same as back in
March for New York and Washington. He stated he is supportive of the business community but
is also supportive of the residential comrnunity cf the people who !!ve in Torrance.

MOTION: Councilmember Goodrich moved to accept and file. ïhe motion was seconded
by Councilmember Kalani and passed by 7-0 vote.

98. AWARD AGREEMENT FOR RIDESHARE CONSULTING SERVICES

Recommendation of the Communily Development Director that City Council award a
consulting services agreement with Kim Fuentes of Monrovia, CA (RFP B2O2O-32) fot an
amount not-to-exceed $196,560 ($65,520 annually), to prov¡de Commuter Transportation
(Rideshare) consultant services for the Ciiy of Torrance for a three-year period, beginning
January 1,2O21 and ending Decembet 31, 2023, with two one-year options to extend,
with City Council designee, the Ciry Manager, approving the last two one-year extens¡ons.

r- l¿¡r ll lr rg rvldl r¿rgËl \rr Evg Lt \ldr r r EvrrwEu lllÞ sldll I EÙur r lr r rÈr rudtlul r

Councilmember Mattucci asked if Kim Fuentes w¡ll be the one performing the work or if
she has employees.

Councilmember Mattucci asked if Ms. Fuentes is still a full time employee of the Counc¡l
of Governments.

Planning Manager Lodan explained Ms. Fuentes is a contract employee to Jacki Bacharach
so she does work for part of the t¡me with the South Bay C¡t¡es Council of Governments.

Councilmember Chen posited in looking at the proposal, Ms. Fuentes also supports these
kind of activities similarly for other local South Bay Cities. He asked if staff knows what other cities
\JULùIUij ll llt !.)\JULI I Erdy \rlllttù wul lull vl \Juvt'l I ll I lËl lLù urJ LU I I l(,El Ll lt,ì,Ë ll dt lSlJVl lc¡llul I

!'equirements. He furtheied if only one consultant can meet these !'equi!'ements, and at some point
in the future the City doesn't develop some capability without costing more than the consultant it
would be prudent for longevily to know what other cities do outside the South Bay Cities Council
of Governments.
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City Manager Chaparyan expressed there are concerns w¡th regards to l¡mited opt¡ons in
the marketplace. He shared in a conversation with Community Development Director Santana
about long-term coverage, the City is requesting the ability to have a transit¡onal opportun¡ty to
grow and expand existing staff but given the current demands for COVID response in addition to
several vacancies, the Community Development Department needs the opportunity to come back
with some options to address not being reliant on a single vendor or individual for this serv¡ce.

Councilmember Chen reiterated he was looking at the bigger picture down the road.

passed by 6-1 vote, with Councilmember Mattucci voting no.

RESOLUTION SETTING PAY RANGES FOR ALL JOB CLASSES

Recommendat¡on of the C¡ty Manager that City Council adopt a Resolution sett¡ng pay
ranges for all job classes in compliance with California Public Employee Retirement
System (CaIPERS) requirements for reporting employee pay.

Management Associate Katie Wand reviewed the staff recommendation.

Councilmember Kalani asked if someone not on Council in 2018 should be voting on this.

City Attorney Sullivan clarified this is a formality updating CaIPERS, so Counc¡lmember
Kalani can vote on it.

consu

9C.

WAS

9D.

MOTION:
Iting service

MOTION:
seconded by

Councilmember Chen moved to concur w¡th staff recommendation to award
to Ms. Fuentes. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Ashcraft and

Councilmember Chen moved to adopt Resolution No. 2O20-127. The motion
Councilmember Goodrich and passed by 7-0 vote.

APPROVE CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION UNDER CEQA AND AWARD AGREEMENT
FOR SIDEWATK REPAIR FOR DISABLED ACCESSIBILITY
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council:
l) Determine that the approval of Sidewalk Repair for Disabled Accessibility (CDBG

#602190-20), l-135 is categorically exempt from environmental review pursuant to
Section 15301 (c) of the Guidelines implementing California Environmental Quality Act
("CEQA'); and

2) Approve the specifications for the Sidewalk Repair for Disabled Accessib¡lity (CDBG
#602190-20), l-'l 35 (82020-21 ); and

3) Appropriate $107,797 of TDA Article 3 funds to the Sidewalk Repa¡r for D¡sabled
Accessibility, l-'135, and authorize any future interest earned on these funds to also be
appropriated to the project; and

4) Appropriate $20,000 of Proposition A funds to the Sidewalk Repair for Disabled
Accessib¡lity, l-1 35; and

5) Determine that the apparent low bids received from EBS General Engineering lnc.,
and Martinez Landscape Co., lnc. are non-responsive, and reject both bids; and

6) Award a public works agreement to Kalban, lnc. ("Kalban") of Santa Clarita, CA, (82020-
21) in the amount of $1,672,680 and authorize a 5% contingency of $83,634 for
construction of the Sidewalk Repair for Disabled Accessibility (CDBG #602190-20) l-135,
for a two-year period beginning November 17 , 2020 and ending November 16,2022.
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Engineering Manager Shin Furukawa reviewed the staff recommendation and outlined the
boundaries of the Marble Estates area to be worked on.

Councilmember Griffiths explained one of the things that makes Torrance better than other
cities is projects like this to improve streets and sidewalks and fixing damage caused by trees. He
expressed d¡spleasure at 150 trees being removed and replaced with very small trees. He asked
if any extra money available not used in the contingency funds can be used to plant some
additional trees.

Engineering Manager Furukawa confirmed, adding that staff always tries to plant more
trees than are removed and if there ¡s any leftover contingency money towards the end of the
project, he has already spoken to the City Arborist about do¡ng just that.

Councilmember Griffiths opined there are a lot of spots in that neighborhood that don't
have trees currently that could benefit from them and since the money will be allocated anylvay,
he would like to see it increase by more than two of what is being removed.

MOTION: Councilmember Griffiths moved to concu!'with the recommendat¡on of the Public
Works D-irectorJhe motion was seconded by Councilmember Ashcraft and passed by 7-0 vote.

9E. ASSIGNMENT OF LEASE, ASSUMPTION OF LEASE, CONSENT TO ASSIGNMENT,
AND AMENDMENT TO LEASE FOR CITY.OWNED PROPERTY AT 3215 PACIFIC
COAST HIGHWAY

Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve an assignment of lease
and mod¡fications to a lease (C89-031) by and among the City of Torrance (Landlord), a
municipal corporation, Jerry Lee Heuer and Debra Adkins-Messenger, Trustees of The
Adkins Family Trust Established April 16, 1991 (Assignor), and Beach Gale, LLC
(Assignee), a California limited liabil¡ty company operating as South Bay Hyundai, LLC for
City-owned property located at 3215 Pacific Coast Highway, which includes: Ass¡gnment
of Lease, Assumption of Lease, Consent to Assignment, and Amendment to Lease.

lnterim Deputy City Treasurer Kristopher Awshee reviewed the staff recommendation

MOTION: Councilmember Chen moved to concur wiih staff recommendation. The motion
was seconded by Counc¡lmernber Mattrrcci and passed by 7-0 vote.

11.

't2"

13.
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SECOND READING ORDINANCES - None scheduled

COUNCIL ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Councilmember Griffiths, Councilmember Kalani, Councilmember Mattucci, Councilmember
Ashcraft, Councilmember Chen, and Mayor Furey spoke.

Counc¡lmember Goodrich requested concurrence to ask staff to explore alternative ways
of doing the budgeting process and take a deeper dive allowing for more community involvement
=-l{ :¡:= -::h-!i¡ f.==¿{h-=¡L.
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I5. ADJOURNMENT

At 10:59 p.m., the City Council adjourned to Tuesday, December 1,2020, at 5:30 p.m. for
closed session, with the regular meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. ln compliance with Governor
Newsom's Executive Order N-29-20, which suspended portions of the Brown Act, members of
the Torrance City Council and staff will participate ¡n th¡s meeting v¡a teleconference and other
electronic means in our continuing effort to practice social d¡stancing to reduce the spread of
COVID-19. Members of the public are encouraged to watch the meeting via CitiCABLE Channel
3 (Spectrum) and Channel 31 (Frontier), streaming on TonanceCA.Gov, Facebook @ City of
Tonance CA Government, and YouTube Channel TorranceCitiCABLE. Tuesday, November 24,
2O2O is a Council dark night.

MOTION: Councilmember Ashcraft moved to adjourn. The motion was seconded by
Councilmember Chen and passed by 7-0 vote.

Attest:

Approved on December 8, 2020

City Clerk of of Torrance
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