Torrance Fire Department Operations Manual
SPECIFICATIONS & REQUIREMENTS
Fire Lanes

I. The following guideline shall be referenced as the standard operating guideline used to create and enforce Fire Department lanes.

II. It shall be the responsibility of the Fire Prevention Division personnel to be familiar with the ideas, principals, and terminology contained in this guideline.

III. Access roads shall be required for every building, when any portion of a first story exterior wall is located more than 150’ feet from Fire Department apparatus access, as measured by an unobstructed approved route around the exterior of the building. When it is determined by the Torrance Fire Department that a single road might be impaired by vehicle congestion, terrain or other factors more than one means of access may be required.

IV. Minimum Width:

A. 20 feet - unobstructed and restricted to fire apparatus only

B. 25 feet - unobstructed with no parking permitted and used for other traffic

C. 28 feet - unobstructed and with parking permitted on one side

D. 34 feet - unobstructed and with parking permitted on two sides

V. Minimum vertical clearance shall be Thirteen feet six inches (13’6”) of vertical clearance shall apply to archways, cantilevered structures, balconies, signs, lamps, trees and all other obstructions.

VI. Minimum turning radius shall be 50’ foot outside and 25’ foot inside.
(See Figure 1 and Figure 2)

VII. Fire Department access shall have a maximum grade of 8%.

VIII. Fire Lane Identification:

A. A sign citing C.V.C. 22500.1, posted immediately adjacent to, and visible from, the designated fire access clearly stating “Fire Lane”.

B. Outlining or painting the area in red and, in contrasting color marking the location with the words  “Fire Lane”. Must be visible from a vehicle.

IX. Gates shall open to provide a minimum 20-feet clear width. Electronically operated gates shall be provided with a Knox override switch (See Knox SOG) located at the entry side of the gate in an approved location. It may also be required to install an approved Opticom device at signalized intersections and at automated gates. Manually operated gates shall be provided with a Knox padlock. Speed bumps and directional barriers such as spikes shall be reviewed and approved by the Torrance Fire Department prior to installation.

X. When the height of a structure at the roof eaves exceeds 27 feet or exceeds the capability of the fire department to access the roof safely utilizing ground ladders, the location and width of access roadways shall be such that truck mounted aerial ladders may be utilized.  Aerial ladder access shall include the ability to maneuver apparatus, deploy outriggers and provide proper climbing angles.  The minimum width shall not be less than 30 feet or as approved by the chief. 

The required width of a fire lane shall not be obstructed in any manner, including speed humps, stopping or parking of vehicles.  Entrances to fire lanes, which have been controlled with gates or barriers approved by the Fire Department shall not be obstructed.

XI. Access to construction sites with combustible material on site shall be provided with an “all weather” surface complying with the requirements for fire lanes.

An “all weather” road can consist of a compacted base of crushed granite (or equivalent) of sufficient thickness capable of supporting heavy fire apparatus (20 tons).  The material should be laid on dry, undisturbed or compacted soil.

XII. Hammerhead or T Turn-Around (Figure 1)











XIII. Turn-Around Areas (Figure 2)
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