December 6, 2007

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:01 p.m. on Thursday, December 6, 2007 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Chim, Decker, Gobble, Griffiths, Reilly, Watson*, and Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
None.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna and




Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones.


*Commissioner Watson arrived at 7:05 p.m.
3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Reilly.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA



MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly, seconded by Commissioner Griffiths, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Stan Myles, Public Affairs Specialist, South Coast Air Quality Management District, introduced himself and stated that he welcomed a partnership with the Commission for community events and other projects.

In response to Commissioner Reilly’s inquiry regarding future technology developments, Mr. Myles offered to set up a tour of their facility in Diamond Bar.

He stated that air quality in this region is probably the best in Southern California even though it has the worst air quality in the nation at this time, based on mobile emissions.  He noted that he was presently working on a documentary for the District regarding health impacts from air pollution.  

Responding to an inquiry from Commissioner Gobble regarding incentives, Mr. Myles stated that inspectors go out on a regular basis to make sure that businesses are in compliance.  He offered to provide information regarding new legislation that the District is sponsoring and advised that a variety of programs and funding opportunities are listed on their www.AQMD.gov website.  

Mr. Myles offered to return to a 2008 Commission meeting with a packet of information to share. 
6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
NOVEMBER 1, 2007

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble, seconded by Commissioner Decker, moved for approval of the November 1, 2007 Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission meeting minutes as submitted; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 

7.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
7A.
REVIEW OF GENERAL PLAN COMMUNITY RESOURCES ELEMENT

Deputy Community Services Director Cessna presented the first draft of the Community Resources Element and requested that Commissioners provide comments to her by the end of the year.  She explained that the Element now includes conservation, parks and recreation, and open plan whereas originally the Commission reviewed only conservation.  She noted that the Library Commission and Parks and Recreation Commission would also be reviewing this Element and providing input.  She advised that the draft General Plan would be sent out for the Environmental Impact Report and would come back in late summer or early fall for further suggestions.  

At Commission Decker’s request, Deputy Director Cessna provided a brief comparison of the Strategic Plan and the General Plan.

Referring to Sustainable Development on page A-13, Commissioner Gobble questioned if the different categories of LEED standards should be included.  

Commissioner Chim stated that the City should aim higher, and that its goal should be LEED Silver or LEED Gold certification. 

Commissioner Griffiths stated that he was impressed with the document but observed that there was no mention of green waste.

Chairperson McCabe questioned if the draft was a great divergence from the current General Plan and Deputy Director Cessna advised that certain areas have been expanded.  She explained that the document includes all the things that the City strives to accomplish in the future, adding that realistically they are not all going to happen.

Commissioner Watson stated that the Commission would be able to provide a voice in priorities and concerns.

Responding to Commissioner Chim’s inquiry, Deputy Director Cessna stated that staff was meeting with the City of Manhattan Beach on December 17, 2007 to discuss their Cool City program and establishing a baseline. 

7B.
DISCUSSION OF PRESENTATION FOR JOINT COUNCIL / COMMISSION MEETING
Deputy Director Cessna noted that the agenda for the joint meeting with City Council on December 11, 2007 was included in the agenda packets.

Commissioner Gobble showed two DVDs for possible presentation at the joint meeting—one on wind power and one on solar power.


Commissioner Reilly offered to speak about alternative energy sources, the City adopting a cooperative solar program for residents, use of City buildings for solar panels, and forward-looking technologies that include tiles that contain titanium dioxide.  


Commissioner Gobble shared information about Solar Ventures, a company that is providing solar panels for a WalMart in Lake Elsinore.  He suggested the possibility of putting solar panels on Torrance Unified School District buildings. 

Commissioner Chim offered to give a presentation on green building and suggestions included benefits of green building, cost savings, what other cities have done, offering incentives such as a sliding scale on permit fees, and requiring at least LEED certification for new buildings over a certain size.

Deputy Director Cessna stated that the internal green task force met in November 2007 and will meet again in January 2008 to discuss what standards the City should have.

Commissioner Griffiths stated that he would give a presentation on electronic readerboards and suggestions for discussion included history of readerboard issues, development of readerboard guidelines, examples of good and bad uses, esthetics, safety concerns, and the difficulty of regulating content.

Commissioner Gobble was selected to discuss the “Cool Cities” program and he reviewed topics for his presentation that include ICLEI standards, what programs the League of California Cities have adopted, establishing a baseline, and what Manhattan Beach and Palos Verdes have done. 

A brief discussion centered on conducting an energy audit in the City and what the interdepartmental green team is doing. 


Commissioner Watson distributed copies of Santa Monica’s Environmental Directory and stated that she would like Torrance to have a similar resource guide within the next year, and a map of existing resources in Torrance as soon as possible.  She also stated that she would present information about community partnerships, Green Pride in Torrance awards, and a City-sponsored Green Resources Fair in 2008.


Commissioner Decker stated that she would like to have a tree planting on Arbor Day. 


Chairperson McCabe initiated discussion regarding the possibility of finding an alternative body to oversee animal matters.


8.
NEW BUSINESS

Deputy Director Cessna stated that Green Pride recognition and approval of the Annual Report would be considered by City Council on December 11, 2007 following the joint meeting.


Commissioner Griffiths expressed concern about businesses that are brightly lit up all night, such as Crate and Barrel.  


Commissioner Chim shared information about the Smart Car.


Commissioner Watson discussed a river that was retrenched in Northern California a year ago.


There was consensus that the Commission will go dark in January 2008, with its next regularly scheduled meeting on February 7, 2008.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
9A.
Commissioner Decker stated that Mr. Choi, the mailman bit by Chucky the dog, was back at work.

9B.
Commissioner Watson stated that she enjoyed her trip to Tunisia.

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 9:47 p.m., Commissioner Griffiths moved to adjourn the meeting to December 11, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. in the Garden Room for a joint meeting with Torrance City Council. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Decker and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

February 7, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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