
December 4, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:01 p.m. on Thursday, December 4, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Chim, Gobble, Griffiths, Reilly, Watson, and

Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
Commissioner Decker.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna,

Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones, and

Senior Planning Associate Chun.


MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to grant Commissioner Decker an excused absence for the December 4, 2008 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Reilly.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA


MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly, seconded by Commissioner Gobble, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None.

6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
NOVEMBER 6, 2008

Chairperson McCabe offered the following correction to the minutes:  Page 3, line 3, “…facing the rear yards of residences.”


MOTION:  Commissioner Griffiths moved for the approval of the November 6, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Gobble seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Decker and with Commissioner Chim abstaining).

7.
OIL MATTERS

7A.
REQUEST FOR ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION FOR OIL08-00005, ALLOWING A THREE (3) YEAR OPERATION EXTENSION FOR AN EXISTING OIL FACILITY AT 4900 DEL AMO BLVD.  (RES. NO. 08-110)


Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones asked Commissioners to approve the Resolution with conditions as modified at the November 6, 2008 Commission meeting.  She noted that staff has not received any complaints about the well since the November meeting and that the owner is looking into the possibility of installing a new type of pumping unit to find a better method to create harmony with the neighbors.

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to adopt Resolution 08-110 for OIL08-00005 allowing a three (3) year operation extension for an existing oil facility at 4900 Del Amo Boulevard. Commissioner Griffiths seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Decker).

8.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS


8A.
GREEN PRIDE IN TORRANCE AWARD – ACURA DESIGN STUDIO, 1900 HARPERS WAY


Senior Planning Associate Chun introduced the item and welcomed Jeffrey Lemier, Senior Associate with Withee Malcolm Architects, LLP.  She reported that Acura Design Studio is located in the industrial redevelopment area and was pleased to announce that the studio recently received a LEED gold certificate.


Mr. Lemier provided a slide presentation about the 49,000 square foot, two story, concrete tilt-up facility for research and design of Acuras in the research and design area of the campus.  He provided information about the building’s “green” features that include a highly reflective roof, displacement ventilation system, additional thermal insulation, dual-glazed glass windows, low-flow toilets and urinals, dual flush toilets, infrared faucets, native plants, and use of reclaimed water.  


Responding to Commissioner Griffith’s inquiry, he stated that it cost more to build the structure but that they anticipate a payback on energy savings.


When Commissioner Gobble inquired about rebate or incentive offers, Mr. Lemier stated that Honda received a rebate from Southern California Edison Company.


In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiries, he stated that tours are not available because it is a high security facility, that the largest challenge they faced was installation of dual plumbing, and that the City should encourage inspectors and plan checkers to make the process easier.


Deputy Director Cessna announced that Acura Design Studio will be recognized at the December 9, 2008 City Council meeting. 

8B.
JOINT TEQECC/COUNCIL MEETING

Deputy Director Cessna briefly discussed the seating arrangement for the joint meeting of the City Council and Commission on December 9, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room.  

Commissioners took turns presenting what they plan to discuss at the joint meeting.  

Commissioner Chim stated that she would be presenting new California green building guidelines and discussing what other cities are doing.

Chairperson McCabe noted that the City should review its ordinances and Municipal Code to ensure they support green building and are not counterproductive. 

Deputy Director Cessna announced that the first residential “Build it Green” certified condominium project is planned for Walteria.

Responding to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, Deputy Director Cessna advised that there would be a presentation and recommendations to the manager’s forum in February 2009 regarding LEED and Build it Green standards.

Commissioner Chim left at 7:40 p.m.

Chairperson McCabe shared a six-minute video for presentation at the beginning of the joint meeting.

Commissioner Reilly stated that she planned to recommend developing preferred solar vendors and implementing a solar cooperative.

Chairperson McCabe stated that he would focus on the City’s purchasing policy, the current status of Cool Cities and establishment of an energy baseline, and the City’s Strategic Plan.

Commissioner Gobble stated that he would discuss “green” incentives that include California Energy Commission, demonstrate projects, and recommend streamlining permits.

Commissioner Griffiths states that his topics of discussion would include extended product responsibility, green waste, and recycling for multi-residences and businesses.

Commissioner Watson stated that she would share information about the Commission’s participation in the City Yard Open House as well as future events with established partnerships that include the Environmental Fair.

9.
INFORMATION ITEMS 

9A.
Deputy Director Cessna stated that the Green Task Force participated in the South Bay Cities Council of Government 2009 LEED standards meeting on December 4, 2008.

9B.
Deputy Director Cessna advised that the Resolution regarding extended product responsibility would be considered by City Council on December 9, 2008.

10.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
 
10A.
Commissioner Griffiths shared a November 26, 2008 advertising supplement from the Daily Breeze.

10B.
Commissioner Reilly stated that Manhattan Beach is deferring action regarding Styrofoam.

10C.
Chairperson McCabe inquired about an allocation for Rideshare and Deputy Director Cessna offered to invite the Rideshare coordinator to come to a future Commission meeting.

10D.
Chairperson McCabe discussed the need for additional information on public resources.

11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:55 p.m., Chairperson McCabe moved to adjourn the meeting to December 9, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room for a joint meeting with City Council.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Griffiths and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered. The next regularly scheduled meeting is February 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  

Approved as Submitted

February 5, 2009

s/  Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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