November 6, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:04 p.m. on Thursday, November 6, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Decker, Gobble, Griffiths, Reilly, Watson, and

Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
Commissioner Chim.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna,

Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones, 

Environmental Quality Officer Hill, and

Recycling Coordinator Sherman.


MOTION:  Commissioner Watson moved to grant Commissioner Chim an excused absence for the November 6, 2008 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Gobble seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Reilly.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA


MOTION:  Commissioner Watson, seconded by Commissioner Reilly, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Virginia Hilker, Environmental Priorities Network, Calle de Castellana, expressed appreciation to Commissioners and staff for supporting the Energy Fair and distributed a flier announcing “Tackling the Water Crisis Forum” presented by Environmental Priorities Network on November 14, 2008 at Pacific Unitarian Church, Rancho Palos Verdes.

6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2008

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved for the approval of the September 4, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Griffiths seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Chim and with Commissioners Reilly and Watson abstaining).


MEETING OF OCTOBER 2, 2008

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved for the approval of the October 2, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Griffiths seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Chim and with Commissioner Decker abstaining).

7.
OIL MATTERS

7A.
REQUEST FOR ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION FOR OIL08-00004, ALLOWING A THREE (3) YEAR OPERATION EXTENSION FOR AN EXISTING OIL FACILITY AT 4903 WHITE COURT (RES. NO. 08-106)

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to adopt Resolution 08-106 for OIL08-00004 allowing a three (3) year operation extension for an existing oil facility at 4903 White Court. Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Chim).

7B.
 REQUEST FOR ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION FOR OIL08-00007, ALLOWING A THREE (3) YEAR OPERATION EXTENSION FOR AN EXISTING OIL FACILITY AT 20331 ANZA AVENUE  (RES. NO. 08-107)

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to adopt Resolution 08-107 for OIL08-00007 allowing a three (3) year operation extension for an existing oil facility at 20331 Anza Avenue. Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Chim).

7C.
REQUEST FOR ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION FOR OIL08-00008, ALLOWING A THREE (3) YEAR OPERATION EXTENSION FOR AN EXISTING OIL FACILITY AT 20435 ANZA AVENUE  (RES. NO. 08-108)

MOTION:  Commissioner Griffiths moved to adopt Resolution 08-108 for OIL08-00008 allowing a three (3) year operation extension for an existing oil facility at 20435 Anza Avenue. Commissioner Gobble seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Chim).

7D.
REQUEST FOR ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION FOR OIL08-00009, ALLOWING A THREE (3) YEAR OPERATION EXTENSION FOR AN EXISTING OIL FACILITY AT 20310 MADRONA AVENUE  (RES. NO. 08-109)

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to adopt Resolution 08-109 for OIL08-00009 allowing a three (3) year operation extension for an existing oil facility at 20310 Madrona Avenue. Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Chim).

7E.
CONTINUATION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR A THREE (3) YEAR EXTENSION FOR THE CONTINUED OPERATION OF AN EXISTING OIL FACILITY AT 4900 DEL AMO BOULEVARD


Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones reported that soundproofing insulation was installed directly around the motor of the pump and on the fencing surrounding the pumping unit, adding that neighbors have relayed a noticeable reduction in noise level.  Furthermore, neighbors have been notified three days prior to diesel truck arrivals at the site.  She distributed a sample of artificial landscaping material that could be mounted to lattice and adhered to the fencing, facing the reard yards of residences.  She noted the cooperation between residents and Mr. Hunt and recommended approval of continued operation at the site with the following modifications added to conditions included in the material of record:  7) Neighbors shall be notified 72 hours prior to any major maintenance occurring at the site, and 8) Add a timeline for installation of landscape material, with landscaping to be mounted on a green lattice.


Responding to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry regarding condition 6), Deputy Director Cessna advised that modification to add a cut-off time for tankers is not necessary because it has not been an issue.


Addressing Chairperson McCabe’s concerns, Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones stated that the City prefers not to use artificial foliage but in this case it is advisable due to conditions at the site and required maintenance of live growth.


MOTION:  At 7:21 p.m. Commissioner Gobble, seconded by Commissioner Watson, moved to open the public hearing; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


Hanif Haji, Donora Avenue, concurred that the added insulation has reduced the noise level.  He stated that he would prefer installation of live foliage but was willing to accept artificial foliage as the second best option.  


Roger Hunt, owner, stated that he would like to operate the well two hours longer, from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., now that he has reduced the noise level.  He noted that the fence is now six inches higher than it was before but that he is willing to install and hose down the artificial foliage from his side.


Commissioners commended Mr. Hunt for working with the neighbors.


Staff provided clarification that there are no restrictions in hours of operation in the Precise Plan and that established hours are a continued accommodation with the previous owner.


Mr. Hunt requested that he be allowed to operate the pump for longer hours for approximately one month to determine if the well is capable of producing more oil.


Daniel Reyes, operator, further explained that the well is set on a timer, that most wells produce and pump 24 hours a day, and that extension of time would allow them to see if more oil could be produced, adding that it may not make a difference.


Brian Dalziel, Donora Avenue, stated that the current operating hours are sufficient, he wants the owner to be neighbor-friendly, and he would like the foliage to extend high enough to hide the pump going up and down.


Staff noted that extending the lattice that far above the fence could present a problem in windy conditions.


Mr. Haji discussed advantages of using live foliage, commented that hours of operation were restricted in 1983 or 1984, and expressed opposition to extending operating hours or allowing a 30-day trial.


In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, Mr. Reyes stated that noise has been reduced eight decimals next to the motor and Environmental Quality Officer Hill noted that there has never been a noise violation at the site.


There was a suggestion to extend operating hours for six days a week and have no pumping on Sundays but Mr. Reyes discouraged the suggestion because it would allow sand to enter the well and cause more repairs.


Commissioner Gobble expressed support for extending operating hours and to extend the artificial foliage six inches above the existing fence.


A brief discussion centered on landscape alternatives that included the planting of bamboo as well as ways to camouflage the pump.


MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble, with a second by Commissioner Reilly, moved to close the public hearing; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


Commissioners Decker, Griffiths, Reilly, Watson, and Chairperson McCabe stated that they would not be in favor of extending operating hours.

Chairperson McCabe explained policies and procedures of the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission, including the right to appeal decisions to City Council.

MOTION:  Commissioner Griffiths moved to concur with staff recommendation to approve OIL08-00005 with modification to 7) to include 72 hours notification prior to any major maintenance and 8) to include a six month deadline for installation of landscape material, and to add a condition stating that hours of operation be limited to no more than 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. seven days a week. Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Chim).

8.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS


8A.
RESOLUTION REGARDING EXTENDED PRODUCT RESPONSIBILITY


Deputy Director Cessna introduced the item and welcomed Susan Collins representing the California Product Stewardship Council.


Ms. Collins stated that California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) is a non-profit coalition of local governments and associations across California formed last year in response to the Universal Waste Ban.  She noted that its mission is to shift California’s product waste management system from one focused on government funded and rate payer financed waste diversion to one that relies on producer responsibility in order to reduce public costs and drive improvements in product design that promote environmental sustainability.  


She provided a slide presentation describing what universal waste is and how waste has changed over the past 100 years, noting the tremendous increase in product and packaging waste that includes cell phones, fluorescent lamps, and batteries. She stated that these products have been banned without a plan and that recycling efforts are insufficient because the underlying waste stream is growing faster than the diversion rate.  She stated that producers are in a disconnected system and that the CPSC advocates having them take their products back and be responsible for their products and packaging as an extension of their customer service process.  She discussed examples in Canada and Europe where there have been well-functioning extended producer responsibility systems for more than a decade as well as United States manufacturers and retailers who are doing so voluntarily.

She provided a list of cities, counties, and associations that have signed the CPSC pledge or have adopted the resolution included in the agenda material that is part of a larger effort to implement extended producer responsibility systems, policies, and legislation that will help in the ultimate goal of reducing waste.  She requested that Torrance join other cities in adopting the resolution so that lobbying for legislation will be more effective and credible.  


Commissioner Reilly expressed concern that the cost will end up being passed on to the consumer.


Ms. Collins responded that manufacturers often have high disposal costs that they are not aware of and would respond by redesigning their products; further, the cost to the consumer is a hidden cost because we are indirectly paying disposal fees to local governments. 


In response to Commissioner Gobble’s inquiry, she explained that California’s use of advance disposal or recycling fees is the opposite approach to what CPSC is advocating because there is nothing built into the system to drive down costs.


When Commissioner Watson questioned why CPSC is mainly focusing on universal waste, Ms. Collins responded that it is a matter of prioritizing and that CPSC wants to put together a framework legislation that will eventually look at individual products one at a time.

Chairperson McCabe commented that it would be beneficial for the Commission to hear the opposing side in issues like this.

Commissioner Reilly questioned how it is possible to influence our culture to reduce the “disposableness” in our society and Ms. Collins stated that durability of products is one solution.


Commissioner Gobble stressed the importance of public education and financial incentives for the marketplace to come up with comparable products.

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to recommend adoption of the resolution supporting extended producer responsibility.  Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Chim). 

8B.
TEQECC ANNUAL REPORT 2007-08


Deputy Director Cessna noted that the Commission’s Annual Report was included in the agenda material and advised that pending approval it would be presented to City Council on December 9, 2008.


MOTION:  Commissioner Griffiths moved to approve the Annual Report for the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission for 2007-2008.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval

(absent Commissioner Chim).

8C.
DISCUSSION OF PRESENTATION FOR JOINT TEQECC/COUNCIL MEETING

Deputy Director Cessna reported that the joint meeting of the City Council and Commission is scheduled for December 9, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room.  

Commissioners discussed the agenda for the joint meeting and it was decided that individual Commissioners would provide brief presentations on the following topics: Commissioner Reilly - solar co-op; Commissioner Chim - green building; Commissioners Watson and Decker - Energy Fair, public outreach; Commissioner Griffiths – recycling and extended producer responsibility; Commissioner Gobble – incentives for “going green,” resources for new energy sources; and Chairperson McCabe – purchasing policy, Cool Cities.

9.
INFORMATION ITEMS
9A.
Deputy Director Cessna advised that the Energy Fair is scheduled for June 13, 2009 at the Madrona Marsh Preserve.


9B.
Deputy Director Cessna stated that staff would bring back the feral cat ordinance at the February 2009 Commission meeting.

9C.
Deputy Director Cessna announced a Climate Action Plan meeting at the Environmental Service Center on December 4, 2008.

10.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
 
10A.
Commissioner Griffiths initiated a brief discussion regarding electronic billboards.

10B.
Commissioner Reilly shared articles about thin film solar panels and a cement containing titanium dioxide that converts smog into water and oxygen.

11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 10:03 p.m., Commissioner Decker moved to adjourn the meeting to December 4, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reilly and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.

Approved as Amended

December 4, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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