June 1, 2006

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:10 p.m. on Thursday, June 1, 2006, in the West Annex Meeting Room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:


Present:
Commissioners Chim, Griffiths, Minter, Reilly, and Watson.



Absent:
Chairperson McCabe.


Also Present:
Environmental Services Administrator Cessna, 




Environmental Quality Officer Duncan, and




Building Inspector Sheldon.


Due to the absence of Chairperson McCabe, Vice-Chairperson Minter led the meeting.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG


The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Vice-Chairperson Minter.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA


MOTION:  Commissioner Watson, seconded by Commissioner Griffiths, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MAY 4, 2006


MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly moved for the approval of the May 4, 2006 Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Chairperson McCabe).

6.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

6A.
REVIEW OF GENERAL PLAN NOISE ELEMENT

Environmental Services Administrator Cessna introduced the item and provided an overview of the Goals, Objectives, and Policies section of the Noise Element.  She requested that Commissioners review the draft update included in their workbooks, and take action to affirm, modify, or delete each Goal, Objective, and Policy.  She advised that a consultant was in the process of conducting noise readings of traffic and industrial uses in various areas of the City to determine impacts on residential areas, and that when completed the study would be used to prepare the narrative section at the beginning of the Noise Element.


Responding to Commissioner Watson’s inquiry regarding normative standards, she explained that in the code there were noise levels that were appropriate for different kinds of use categories. 


Building Inspector Sheldon read each Goal, Objective, and Policy of the draft Noise Element and Environmental Services Administrator Cessna provided clarification and recorded comments.


Environmental Services Administrator Cessna suggested that Policy 1.4 regarding sound level in Region 1 be held until completion of the noise study.  She explained that the City has four industrial regions that have different maximum noise standards, noting that noise-generating activity is not the same as it used to be.


Vice-Chairperson Minter initiated a brief discussion on identification and enforcement of chopper bikes and boom boxes that violate noise ordinances.


Vice-Chairperson Minter mentioned that there was a device that can be placed at railroad intersections that simulates train horns.


Commissioner Reilly initiated a brief discussion on Policy X regarding compatibility with noise-sensitive land uses, and modification of the policy was suggested to specify noise-sensitive land uses within the same category.


Environmental Services Administrator Cessna advised that generally a new residential development was required to provide a noise study and then attenuate for existing noise levels around it.


Referring to Policy 2.1, Environmental Services Administrator Cessna suggested modification to clarify the meaning of “all motor vehicles, etc.”


Environmental Services Administrator Cessna stated that feedback would be forwarded to General Plan consultants, and that changes as well as the narrative portion would come back with the draft Element in early fall.

6B.
DISCUSSION OF GREEN BUILDING CHECKLIST

Environmental Services Administrator Cessna distributed copies of several green building checklists used in various cities, noting that staff liked the format of the checklist used in Austin, Texas.  She requested that Commissioners review the examples for discussion at the August Commission meeting.

7.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

7A.
It was decided that the Commission would go dark in July 2006.

7B.
Environmental Services Administrator Cessna announced the June 3, 2006 City Yard Open House, noting that the South Bay Energy Conservation Savings Center would have a booth in the lunchroom.

7C.
Environmental Services Administrator Cessna provided an update on Department reorganization.

7D.
Environmental Services Administrator Cessna relayed the Historical Society’s suggestion to include a bench with the tree to be planted for the memorial for Peggy Basile.  


Commissioner Watson offered her assistance in planning the memorial service.

7E.
Commissioner Griffiths shared information about the insert in the City’s water bills and the May 20, 2006 article on Green Living in the Daily Breeze.

7F.
Commissioner Griffiths discussed the possibility of recognizing the high school teacher who did a solar project on the roof.  


Environmental Services Administrator Cessna suggested beginning a “green” Torrance award program, and asked Commissioners to think about an appropriate name.

7G.
Commissioner Griffiths mentioned that a mattress store on Sepulveda Boulevard, just east of Crenshaw Boulevard, has several illegal signs posted. 

7H.
Commissioner Watson noted that Banner Carpet on Crenshaw Boulevard, north of 190th Street, has changed their signage.

7I.
Commissioner Reilly discussed responsibility for clean up of spilled paint that occurred on her street.

7J.
Vice-Chairperson Minter stated that a tire business on Western Avenue and Torrance Boulevard was illegally advertising on trees.

8.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:  At 8:07 p.m. Commissioner Chim, seconded by Commissioner Watson, moved to adjourn the meeting to Thursday, August 3, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 

Approved as Submitted

September 7, 2006

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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