May 1, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:05 p.m. on Thursday, May 1, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Chim, Decker, Gobble, Griffiths, Reilly, 

Watson, and Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
None.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna,

Environmental Quality Officer Sheldon, and

Waste Management Coordinator Sherman.

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Griffiths for the June 5, 2008 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Reilly.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA




Chairperson McCabe noted that Item 7A, Appeal of Administrative Hearing held February 14, 2008, for owner Jose Alvarado, was being withdrawn from the agenda.

MOTION:  Commissioner Decker, seconded by Commissioner Gobble, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
None.
6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
APRIL 3, 2008

Minutes were not available.

7.
ANIMAL MATTERS

7A.
APPEAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING HELD FEBRUARY 14, 2008, FOR OWNER JOSE ALVARADO

Deputy Director Cessna distributed a letter from Deputy City Attorney Sullivan stating that Mr. Alvarado has withdrawn his appeal.


Responding to Commissioner Gobble’s inquiries, Deputy Director Cessna advised that the City may try to collect outstanding impound fees from the owner and that she would check with the City Attorney’s Office to see if it is possible to collect fees up front.
8.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS


8A.
CITY RECYCLING PROGRAMS



Waste Management Coordinator Sherman provided an overview of the City’s recycling programs.  She reported that a review by the California Integrated Waste Management Board is expected in August 2008, noting that the pilot green waste recycling program will help the City meet the 50% diversion goal.  She stated that green waste recycling is being provided to approximately 4,000 homes in four areas of the City, with approximately 30% additional diversion.  She advised that the successful program could not be expanded to other parts of the City until funding is appropriated for additional trucks and manpower.


Responding to Commissioner Chim’s inquiry, she stated that the program would require five or six more trucks at a cost of $600,000 each as well as five or six more collectors.


Commissioner Gobble indicated that it was important that vehicles purchased be as “green” as possible.


In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, Waste Management Coordinator Sherman stated that collected green waste is being shredded and used as alternative daily cover that is required at the landfill and that the City receives diversion credit for it.


A general discussion centered on better uses for green waste that include mulching and composting.  Clarification was provided that a composting facility requires an enormous amount of land, material, and labor, and that the nearest facilities are in Santa Fe Springs and Columbia.  


Waste Management Coordinator Sherman expressed hope that some of the companies that provide composting will spread out into the Los Angeles area.  She stated that there are some small-scale composting facilities in the area but that they are not large enough to handle the green waste that the City would produce.  She pointed out that the City has offered composting workshops and sold bins for over 10 years, that the green waste does reduce the amount of waste in the landfill, and that the program  encourages residents to separate their waste.


Commissioners Gobble and Watson expressed interest in forming a subcommittee to explore alternative uses for green waste.


Waste Management Coordinator Sherman stated that the landfill in Puente Hills will be closing in 2013 and discussed the possibility of the City building a transfer station in the future.


Commissioner Reilly commented that she found the collectors in the Southwood area to be very friendly and helpful.  


Waste Management Coordinator Sherman discussed efforts to meet the 50% diversion goal.  She advised that the City would probably not be fined if it does not meet the requirement due to the number of programs it provides.  She further cautioned that the numbers are misleading, due to a variety of reasons that include problems with the disposal reporting system.


Responding to Commissioner Chim’s inquiry, she stated that the City of Los Angeles is claiming over 60% diversion and discussed a program that Torrance has joined with the City of Los Angeles and approximately 16 other cities to report as one unit to the State.


Waste Management Coordinator Sherman reported that there was an enormous demand for larger recycling containers and that multi-family recycling was moving forward as a limited City service option.  She discussed commercial hauler programs, how permits are issued to haulers, and what kind of restrictions might be added to encourage more recycling.  


She stated that a pilot program at eight elementary schools involves recycling used Styrofoam lunch trays by backhauling them.   She announced that drop off recycling is being offered for curbside materials every Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 20502 South Denker and that City parks and Cultural Arts Center have been outfitted with recycling containers.  She stated that the City is offering free recycling bins to businesses and community organizations and that they are developing a used oil website.


She reported that the curbside recycling program averages 12-14% diversion, commercial averages 50%, and construction and demolition averages 66% diversion.  She stated that 4,000 students are reached with three recycling programs each year and that 20 tons of electronics were collected on Earth Day.


Commissioner Watson distributed information about battery recycling tubes being offered at public stations and Commissioner Reilly stated that she saw a used printer cartridge collection at a post office at Del Amo Mall.


In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, Waste Management Coordinator Sherman stated that there were no specific recycling programs yet for businesses but that most large businesses are already recycling on their own.  She noted that eventually recycling will become mandatory for businesses as it is for residents now.


Chairperson McCabe and Commissioners expressed interest in having Waste Management Coordinator Sherman provide quarterly reports, to have more interaction with Commissioners, and to visit the Commission at a meeting in the near future.

8B.
PROPOSAL FOR ENERGY FAIR

Deputy Director Cessna distributed a letters from Lillian Light, President of Environmental Priorities Network, and Virginia Hilker, requesting that the City consider co-sponsoring an Energy Fair next year.  She stated that she would prepare an item for City Council asking if they are in agreement with moving forward to plan the event and that Lillian Light would attend the June Commission meeting.

Commissioner Watson received clarification that the event would be an environmental fair and not just focused on energy and she suggested that the new wing of Del Amo Mall might be a good venue.

Commissioner Decker suggested old downtown Torrance, Commissioner Gobble recommended at a Home Depot Center or Lowe’s Home Improvement Center, and Deputy Director Cessna suggested the Cultural Arts Center.  

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
 

9A.
Deputy Director Cessna discussed the Commission’s participation at the City Yard Open House on June 7, 2008 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  She stated that the Commission’s table would be in a bay with the Green Torrance Team and South Bay Energy Savings Center, and that they would have seed cards to distribute.

9B.
Commissioner Gobble stated that a Southern California Edison mobile would be at the City Yard Open House.

9C.
Commissioner Reilly stated that she enjoyed participating in the Earth Day celebration at Madrona Marsh Nature Preserve.

9D.
Chairperson McCabe stated that the City could make better progress if there was an environmental person on staff and there was a brief discussing regarding the reallocation of City resources for a new position or looking for an intern or volunteer.


Deputy Director Cessna stated that the Green Torrance Team meets two hours each month and it continues to evolve, adding that they met a week ago but that she has not prepared the minutes yet.  She advised that they were looking for an intern to assist with establishing the Cool Cities baseline as well as with planning. 

9E.
Commissioner Decker stated that she participated in the lawn mower trade-in program with Air Quality Management District.

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 9:25 p.m., Commissioner Decker moved to adjourn the meeting to June 5, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Griffiths and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

June 5, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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