March 6, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:03 p.m. on Thursday, March 6, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Decker, Gobble, Griffiths, Watson, and Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
Commissioners Chim and Reilly.


Also Present:
Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones.


MOTION:  Chairperson McCabe moved to grant Commissioners Chim and Reilly excused absences for the March 6, 2008 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Gobble seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.
3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairperson McCabe.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA



MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble, seconded by Commissioner Decker, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
None.
6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
FEBRUARY 7, 2008

Minutes were not available. 

7.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
7A.
JOINT SPONSORSHIP OF “WHO KILLED THE ELECTRIC CAR?” WITH LIBRARY COMMISSION



Commissioner Watson distributed communication from Reference Services Supervisor Vinke announcing the screening of “Who Killed the Electric Car?” on June 21, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.  She stated that the film would be followed by a panel discussion on alternative energies and that electric cars would be on display.  She stated that she would work with Library Commissioner Gerber to provide refreshments donated by Farmers’ Market, to prepare a press release, and to publicize the screening to homeowners associations.



Chairperson McCabe requested that staff also invite high school environmental clubs and promote the event on the City and Green Torrance websites.  He indicated that Virginia Hilker, Honda, and Toyota might also be interested in participated.


MOTION:  Commissioner Decker moved that the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission co-sponsor the screening of “Who Killed the Electric Car?” with the Library Commission.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Chim and Reilly).


Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones announced that the interdepartmental Green Torrance Action Team decided on March 6, 2008 to combine the Environmental Fair with the City Yard Open House on June 7, 2008.  She stated that the next team meeting is on March 21, 2008 and asked Commissioners to provide suggestions for the event.


Commissioner Watson asked staff to determine the square footage limitation and offered to design a publicity flier for distribution.


Commissioner Decker suggested handing out a list of conservation and “green” tips.


A brief discussion centered on possible “give aways” such as tree saplings and vendors who might be interested in participating in the event such as Heal the Bay and Walsers.


Commissioner Griffiths suggested holding a hazardous or e-waste roundup at the event.


Chairperson McCabe requested that staff include minutes from Green Torrance Action Team meetings in future agenda packets.

7B.
GREEN PRIDE AWARD TO MICHAEL COGAN, GABLE HOUSE BOWL, 22501 HAWTHORNE BOULEVARD

Deferred to the April 3, 2008 Commission meeting.

7C.
STAN MYLES, SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Deferred to the April 3, 2008 Commission meeting.

7D.
UPDATE ON CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH GREEN TEAM REPORT
Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones distributed the booklet prepared by the City of Manhattan Beach Green Team and reported that they have decided on three focus areas:  1) climate protection by reducing carbon emissions, 2) storm water by treating rainwater, and 3) green building by offering incentives for residential construction.  She stated that their City Council has agreed to hire an environmental coordinator to administer the programs.

She informed the Commission that South Bay Cities Council of Governments has agreed to spend $50,000 to hire an analyst to collect data in local cities.


Chairperson McCabe received clarification that there are no environmental experts on staff.

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
8A.
Commissioner Decker relayed a resident’s concern regarding Torrance’s poor air quality rating and stated that she received an unsatisfactory response when she asked an Air Quality Management District representative for the reason for the grade.

Chairperson McCabe stated that he has asked Stan Myles of South Coast Air Quality Management District to provide a list of the top ten stationary air polluters in the area and what could be done about it.

8B.
Chairperson McCabe initiated a brief discussion regarding the ExxonMobil meeting at the Library as well as determining regulating agencies.

8C.
Commissioner Watson stated that the City needs an environmental expert and that the position should be stated in the General Plan.

8D.
Chairperson McCabe requested staff to provide an example of an Environmental Impact Report.

8E.
In response to Commissioner Decker’s request, Commissioners briefly discussed the December 11, 2007 joint meeting with City Council.

8F.
Commissioner Griffiths distributed a quarterly insert on recycling from the Daily Breeze and stated that it would be worthwhile to advertise the Environmental Fair in such a format.

8G.
Commissioner Watson distributed a notice of a waste round up “Too Toxic to Trash” in the March 6, 2008 Easy Reader and suggested putting a half or full page advertisement in it regarding the Environmental Fair.

8H.
Commissioner Watson distributed fliers announcing an author presentation with Don Borchert on his book Free For All:  Oddballs, Geeks, and Gangstas in the Public Library on March 15, 2008.

8I.
Chairperson McCabe suggested that Commissioners talk to City Council candidates about the importance of environmental issues.

8J.
Chairperson McCabe requested updates on the City’s green purchasing policies, green building, energy audit, fleet purchase policies, and green waste removal program.

8K.
Chairperson McCabe suggested that some of the Green Pride in Torrance awards recipients be given a higher level of recognition.

8L.
Chairperson McCabe stated that he would like to discuss the City’s tree program at a future Commission meeting.

8M.
Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones advised that staff would be bringing forward a policy regarding window readerboard signage as well as oil well certification extensions in April or May 2008. 

9.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:50 p.m., Commissioner Decker moved to adjourn the meeting to April 3, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Griffiths and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

April 3, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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