February 7, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:02 p.m. on Thursday, February 7, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Chim*, Decker, Gobble, Griffiths, Reilly, Watson, and Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
None.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna and




Environmental Quality Officer Hill.

*Commissioner Chim arrived at 7:10 p.m.
3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Reilly.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA



MOTION:  Commissioner Watson, seconded by Commissioner Reilly, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Judith Gerber, Lee Street, Library Commissioner, inquired if the Commission would be interested in participating in a joint program with the Library Commission to present the documentary “Who Killed the Electric Car?” She advised that no date has been set yet.

Commissioner Gobble requested that staff put the item on the March 6, 2008 meeting agenda.

Ms. Gerber stated that she is a U.C. Master Gardener and provided information about the Giving Gardeners volunteer program that encourages backyard and community gardeners to give their extra produce to those in need. 

In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, she explained what a master gardener is.

Commissioner Chim arrived at 7:10 p.m.  
6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
DECEMBER 6, 2007

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble, seconded by Commissioner Griffiths, moved for approval of the December 6, 2007 Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission meeting minutes as submitted; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 

7.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
7A.
REVIEW OF GENERAL PLAN COMMUNITY RESOURCES ELEMENT


Chairperson McCabe thanked Commissioners for a successful joint meeting with 

City Council.

Deputy Director Cessna reported that the interdepartmental green team met in January 2008 to work with the Chamber of Commerce on its Green Torrance website and to plan a map of recycling locations in the City.  She relayed Facilities Manager Landis’ recommendation that a LEED building code was better to go with than Title 24. 

She stated that the City Manager requested information about the Mello-Roos program for solar panels for residential development in the City and that Public Works Director Beste was looking for a grant for solar panels for the City Yard. 

Deputy Director Cessna advised that the Saigon Flavor restaurant continues to be in violation and that staff may file misdemeanor charges against them if they choose not to comply.

She advised that staff would be bringing forward a policy regarding window readerboard signage as well as oil well certification in April or May 2008. 

Commissioner Watson shared information about the handbook Greenopia.  

Deputy Director Cessna suggested that Gable House Bowl be recognized for its use of solar panels with a Green Pride in Torrance award.

Commissioner Reilly stated that CitiCABLE should recognize Green Pride in Torrance award winners and promote the program.

In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, Deputy Director Cessna stated that the green team includes representatives from Public Works, Water, Fleet, Purchasing, Building, Park Services, Economic Development, and Facilities Departments.

Responding to Commissioner Decker’s inquiry, she provided an update on the trial green waste recycling program in the north and south ends of the City. 

Commissioner Decker shared information about Costco’s installation of solar panels in the City of Seattle.

When Chairperson McCabe expressed interest in seeing an Environmental Impact Report, Deputy Director Cessna offered to provide the General Plan report when it becomes available as well as one for the property just north of Costco.  

Deputy Director Cessna stated that Danny Santana from the Planning Department was getting LEED certified and would present a power point presentation on green building to the Commission.

Commissioner Decker initiated discussion regarding new requirements for drainage systems such as permeable pavements and underground retention basins.  

In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiries, Deputy Director Cessna stated that staff wanted to find an intern to establish a baseline for the Cool Cities program and that Facilities Manager Landis was working on an energy audit.

A brief discussion centered on the use of plastic bags and alternatives.

Commissioner Griffiths stated that he received notification that if there is a stray dog a postal carrier will not deliver mail to the whole neighborhood.

There was a general discussion regarding participating in or sponsoring a future regional environmental resource fair, with the possibility of a joint program with South Bay Energy Savings Center.

Chairperson McCabe recommended that Commissioners continue on their existing subcommittees and to look at the General Plan draft element as it relates to the subcommittee reports. 

Deputy Director Cessna offered to invite Recycling Coordinator Allison Sherman or Stan Myles, Public Affairs Specialist with the South Coast Air Quality Management District, to a future Commission meeting.

Commissioner Gobble suggested that the Commission look into what is happening with clean up efforts at the ports and port communities.

Commissioner Watson stated that globalgreen.com is a good source of information.

Commissioner Reilly stated that she would like to see follow up data regarding beach clean ups.

Deputy Director Cessna advised that the draft General Plan would come back in approximately nine months, with the noise element expected in two or three months.

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
8A.
Commissioner Gobble distributed copies of “It Pays to Have a Greenhouse” by Southern California Edison.

8B.
Commissioner Decker stated that she wanted to have a tree planting on Arbor Day.

8C.
Commissioner Griffiths stated that he was pleased with his new tankless water heater.

8D.
Commissioner Griffiths stated that he was going to Sacramento next week with the Y.M.C.A.’s Student Government program.

8E.
Commissioner Chim wished everyone a Happy New Year, noting that today was the first day of the lunar New Year.

9.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:31 p.m., Commissioner Gobble moved to adjourn the meeting to March 6, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Decker and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

April 3, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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