
February 5, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:02 p.m. on Thursday, February 5, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Chim, Decker, Gobble, Griffiths, Watson, and

Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
Commissioner Reilly.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna,

Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones, and

Nature Center Manager/Naturalist Drake.


MOTION:  Commissioner Decker moved to grant Commissioner Reilly an excused absence for the February 5, 2009 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Chim seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Griffiths.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA


MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble, seconded by Commissioner Decker, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None.

6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
DECEMBER 6, 2008

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved for the approval of the December 6, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Griffiths seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Reilly and with Commissioner Decker abstaining).

7.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS


7A.
TRACY DRAKE – NATURE CENTER MANAGER/NATURALIST – MADRONA MARSH

Deputy Director Cessna introduced the item and welcomed Manager/Naturalist Tracy Drake.


With the aid of a slide presentation, Manager/Naturalist Drake provided an overview of the success story that is the Madrona Marsh Preserve and Nature Center.  She presented background information about the history of the area and development of the 50-acre Preserve, noting that it is the only fresh water marsh remaining in Los Angeles County.  She showed slides of water wise native plant gardening classes, the nursery, painting classes, school visits, and tours that begin at the Nature Center Exhibit Hall.  She described wet and dry cycles, restoration efforts, and the many trees, plants, flowers, birds, animals, spiders, and insects that visit and exist at the Preserve.


She expressed appreciation to Kelt Oil, Friends of Madrona Marsh, volunteers, and the many Federal, State, local private and public organizations that support the Preserve.  She shared 2008 statistics:  25,587 visitors, 3,327 volunteers, 10,921 total hours donated by volunteers, and seven Eagle Scout projects.  She stated that the Preserve continues to mentor science fair students and showed slides of the new interpretive paths and taxidermy exhibit cases.  She concluded her presentation with her favorite measure of success--bird species that continue to return to the Preserve year after year.


Chairperson McCabe initiated a brief discussion about the City’s tree policy, collaboration with Tree City U.S.A., and incentives to replace lawns.


Commissioner Gobble shared information about a sewage treatment plant that is creating a wetlands area.


Commissioner Watson discussed plans for the Environmental Fair to be held in June 2009 at the Madrona Marsh Preserve.  She received confirmation from Manager/Naturalist Drake that there would be sufficient space to accommodate three speakers and 30 booths.

The Commission was in recess from 8:24 p.m. to 8:34 p.m.

Commissioner Decker departed at 8:30 p.m.

7B.
JOINT TEQECC/COUNCIL MEETING

Deputy Director Cessna stated that items for the March 5, 2009 Commission meeting will include final planning for the joint meeting, a presentation by the City’s Green Team, and recognition of the first Build-it-Green residential project.  She noted that some members of the Green Team are planning to attend the joint meeting.

Commissioner Griffiths offered his regrets that he will be unable to attend the March 10, 2009 joint meeting.  He had planned to discuss extended product responsibility, green waste, and recycling for multi-residences and businesses and Commissioner Gobble offered to make the presentation in his place.

Chairperson McCabe stated that it was important to make specific recommendations at the joint meeting.  He also said he would like to provide an overview of global warming.

Commissioner Chim discussed her plans to present new California green building guidelines, recommend Build-it-Green standards for residential and LEED standards for commercial, and share what other cities are doing.  

A brief discussion centered on offering incentives for green building that include permit and plan check expediting.

Commissioner Watson discussed plans to discuss the Environmental Fair and to recognize the City’s Green Team.

8.
INFORMATION ITEMS 

8A.
GENERAL SERVICES ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROJECTS
Deputy Director Cessna presented a January 27, 2009 list of energy efficiency completed, ongoing, and future projects prepared by the General Services Department for the City Manager’s office.  

Chairperson McCabe stated that it would be beneficial to determine the quantifiable amount of savings and rebates offered.

Commissioner Gobble suggested contacting the Environmental Center for assistance in determining quantifiable savings.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
 
9A.
Deputy Director Cessna announced the next South Bay Cities Council of Government meeting on March 12, 2009.

9B.
Commissioner Chim shared information about an Energy Saving Center lamp exchange on February 21-22, 2009 as well as her attendance at the President’s inauguration.  

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 9:24 p.m., Commissioner Watson moved to adjourn the meeting to March 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner Griffiths seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered. 

Approved as Submitted
March 5, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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