MINUTES OF DISASTER COUNCIL MEETING
October 22, 2008
Call to Order:
Commissioner Glass called the Disaster Council Meeting of October 22, 2008 to order at 3:05 p.m.
Flag Salute:

Commissioner Glass led the Flag Salute.

Roll Call / Motions for 

Excused Absence:
Commissioners Glass and Galbasin were present.  Commissioners Matsuda and Davis were absent / excused.      

Department Representatives:
Michael Browne 
Police Department

Enny Chung

Transit

Jerry Edwards
CIT







Jon Megeff

Police Department







Gesuina Paras
City Manager’s Office - Cable

Local Organizations and


Community Members:

Meredith Eick
TARA / CERT / ADT

Caroline Elam
CERT / TARA / ADT







Robin Fisher

TUSD







Chuck Galbasin
TARA







Sumie Imada

New Horizons







Mike Martinet
Area G






Pat Preston

Hillside Homeowners Assoc







Edith Stieglitz
CERT







Susan Marticek








Tracy Bonano

Comments from the Public:
None
Report on Posting of Agenda:
N/A
Minutes for Approval:
N/A
New Business:

A. Report on CESA Conference
Lieutenant Megeff provided an update on his recent attendance at the 2008 CESA (California Emergency Services Association) Conference in Palm Springs.  There were approximately 2,000 in attendance at the four-day event that included speakers, workshops, vendors and exhibits.  
B. Report on CPR class for Torrance residents
Commissioner Galbasin provided an update on the recent delivery of the three-hour CPR class for Torrance residents.  There were approximately 85 in attendance and the Disaster Council hopes to make this an annual event.  Thank you to Judy Retter and Commissioner Matsuda for their efforts.
Commissioner Glass commented that the class was well attended by CERT and TARA.

C. Discussion re November / December Disaster Council meetings
Due to the ShakeOut exercise in November and December’s meeting falling on December 24, Commissioners Glass and Galbasin expressed an interest in cancelling the November meeting and moving December’s meeting up.  A vote was not taken; however, due to lack of a quorum.  Lieutenant Megeff related he would follow up with the City Clerk’s office re procedure and a new December meeting date.
Old Business:

A. Golden Guardian / ShakeOut exercise
Lieutenant Megeff provided a final update on the City’s involvement in the upcoming November earthquake exercise which will include evacuations drills, an EOC activation with shift change, and a full-scale exercise involving CERT, TARA, and the ADT.  Additionally, approximately 400 ShakeOut flyers were produced and made available; several of which will appear on City transit buses.
Commissioner Galbasin related that CERT, TARA, and the ADT will be working with Neighborhood Watch on urban search and rescue, animal shelter / rescue, and the activation of an ADC (Area Disaster Center).
B. Emergency Services Coordinator update
Deputy Chief Browne and Lieutenant Megeff provided an update on the City’s on-going search for an Emergency Services Coordinator.  Approximately 28 applications were received for the position and 14 were invited to the oral interviews scheduled for next week.  

Orals:

A. Comments from Commissioners

Commissioner Galbasin expressed appreciation for Lieutenant Megeff and his efforts while serving as Emergency Services Coordinator.

Commissioner Glass commented that the Calendar of Events incorrectly showed this Disaster Council meeting as being in the Seminar Room.  Commissioner Glass also reminded those in attendance that there would be no November Disaster Council meeting, and that December’s meeting would be moved up. 
B. Department updates

Enny Chung from Transit related that Transit was seeking comments regarding a possible fare increase from $.50 to $1.00.  There will be a meeting on October 30 at 7:00 p.m. in the Public Library Meeting Room.  Comments can also be phoned in to (310) 781-6925.
Lieutenant Megeff related that Department Disaster Plans have been reviewed and revised in preparation for the upcoming ShakeOut exercise.  Also as a result of the upcoming exercise, Emergency Services has delivered several earthquake-related presentations to different groups / organizations.  A similar presentation will be made to City Council on November 10.  Lastly, Lieutenant Megeff related that the City had recently delivered the 16-hour NIMS ICS 300 course to several City managers from Torrance and other surrounding cities.
C. Announcements / updates

Robin Fisher from TUSD related that all TUSD schools and departments will be participating in the ShakeOut exercise, and that four additional injects were being considered.  Additionally, IT has created district-wide computer access.

Suzie Imada from New Horizons related that the CPR class was good, and that New Horizons will be fully participating in the ShakeOut exercise. 

Mike Martinet from Area G thanked Commissioner Galbasin and Caroline Elam for their assistance with the NIMS class on October 4.  Approximately 120-140 volunteers, including CERT, TARA, and DCS, attended the training.  Mike also announced that Redondo Beach’s CERT would be conducting their ShakeOut exercise at the South Bay Galleria, and that observers were welcome.

Chuck Galbasin from TARA provided an update on the Repeater project at Alta Loma Park.  The 220 Repeater, including a solar and battery back up, has been installed and should be up and running within the next couple of weeks.  This will allow for complete coverage of the area.       
Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m. to a meeting in December (date undetermined), in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, 3031 Torrance Boulevard, Torrance CA.            
These October 22, 2008 minutes were approved as submitted 
on December 16, 2008.
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