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MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER; 

. ' 

.. 

October 11, 1988 

The Torrance City Council convened in an 
regular meeting at 5:04 p.m., on Tuesday, October 11, 
the Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

adjourned 
1988, in 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Hardison, Mock, Nakano , 
Wirth and Mayor Geissert. 
Councilman Walker arrived at 5:15 p.m; 
Councilman Applegate, at 5:25 p.m. 

Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Jackson, 
City Attorney Remelmeyer, 
Deputy City Clerk Hong, and 
Staff representatives. 

* * * 

Mayor Geissert announced that this meeting convened at 
the 5:00 p.m. · hour for purposes of a workshop session to review 
tentative plans for the Torrance Cultural Arts Center. 

At 5:06 p.m., 
5:10 p.m., in the 
pre-announced workshop. 

the Council recessed, and reconvened at 
Civic Center Library meeting room for the 

The minutes for that workshop session are recorded on 
the pages immediately following. 

-- . --- , ··· >·· · 
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TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS CENTER WORKSHOP 

[See Agenda Item 9c, Page 10] 

I. INTRODUCTION: 

A brief introduction to the meeting was provided by 
Mayor Geissert who presented background information pertaining to 
the Cultural Arts Center concept and its progression since 1982 
to the present time. 

The Mayor acknowledged the extensive efforts of all 
concerned with development of this project concept to its present 
stage, with special appreciation for Councilwoman Hardison's 
dedication in working closely with the architectural team and 
City staff, in relaying the expectations of the Council and the 
public, and in keeping the Council well-informed along the way. 

II. STAFF PRESENTATION: 

The City's Management Programs Administrator, Phil Til
den, explained the process under way in re-programming plans for 
the Cultural Arts Center. 

* * * 

Councilman Walker arrived, the hour being 5:15 p.m. 

* * * 

The established $10 million budget for this project was 
noted by Mr. Tilden, as was the proposal set forth at this time 
for Council/staff/public consideration which contains suggested 
alterations to the overall project scope in order to assure op
timum realization within the budgetary parameters set forth. 

The Management Programs Administrator 
as follows, members of the architectural and 
were present to provide information regarding 
presently conceived. 

' . 

Liebhardt, Weston & Associates : 
[Architects] 

Mr. Eugene Weston 
Mr. Bob Botton 
Mr. Joel Davy 

, .. ~ 
... ·, 
. '~: . 

I\ -• •.' o 
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III. 

Landry & Bogan: 
[Theatrical Consultant] 

Mr. Paul Landry 

McKay. Conant, Brook: 
[Acoustical Consultant] 

Mr. Ron McKay 

Kitchel CEM: 
[Project Management Firm] 

Mr. Jim Davis 
Mr. Chuck Behling 

Mitzie Productions: 
[Theater Operations] 

Mr. Tom Mitzie. 

PROGRAM PRESENTATION: 

A. Liebhardt, Weston & Associates 

Mr. Bob Botton of Liebhardt, Weston & Associates, 
provided, with the aid of site plan drawings, an overview of the 
development of the base program. 

* * * 

Councilman Applegate arrived during this presentation -
at 5:25 p.m. 

.... ~ . -

':" ... . .. .. . ., 
·' 

: •• .,,.t ~ ~ 

* * * 
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B. Kitchell CEM 

Mr. Chuck Behling, Kitchell CEM, identified [per Page 2 
of the Draft Program document] the following areas of potential 
deletions from the base program: in order to bring the program 
within the budgetary parameters established. 

Deletions from Project Scope 
o Substitute Conventional Seating 

for Continental Seating 
o Rehearsal Room 
o Board Room 
o On-Site Parking (north) 
o On-Site Parking (south) 
o Pit Lifts• 
o Stage Lighting Control System 

(reduce dimmer pairs by 30) 
o Orchestra Enclosure 

$ 96,653.10 

355,808.73 
47,770.80 

37,433.00 
101,024.00 
149,919.00 

15,000.00 

50,000.00 

(reduce upper canopy to single layer) 

$ 853,608.63 

Alternates which can be designed into the project were 
identified by Mr. Behling, as follows: 

Add Alternates: 
1. Meeting Hall 
2. Children's Art 
3. Dance/Exercise Studio #2 
4. Dance/Exercise Studio #1 
5. New Road, Drop Off & Land~cape 

TOTAL ADD ALTERNATES 

4 

' ... . .. ,,. , ... - : 

' . _: . .. . .... ~ ~. . : . ·- . •', . •• • "• r~ • -
. ... . . 

•,• 't J 

,, 

868,006.08 
193,909.29 
382,880.18 
229,726.20 
257,007.08 

----------------------------
$ 1,931,528.83 
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C. Liebhardt, Weston & Associates 

A review of the program itself and budgetary recon
ciliation considerations were outlined by members of the ar
chitectural firm as a concluding element to the program presenta
tion. 

IV. CITY COUNCIL QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION: 

Councilmembers requested clarification regarding cer
tain issues and voiced their personal concerns at this point. 
Various members of the Project Team responded within their par
ticular areas of expertise. 

During discussion, the Council generally agreed that 
items deleted from the project scope should only be those which 
can be replaced at a later time. It was pointed out by members 
of the project team that this criteria holds true for all items 
on the list of deletions [Page 4 of these minutes] with the ex
ception of the theater seating. 

Conventional vs. Continental theater seating was an 
issue which was discussed at some length, with strong feelings in 
favor of Continental seating expressed by Councilman Walker. It 
was his opinion that this design represents the utmost in comfort 
for theater patrons, a consideration of primary importance to 
this Councilmember. 

It was the opinion of Councilman Nakano that one of the 
dance studios should be larger in size than proposed -- 40 x 60 
feet was suggested by Mr. Nakano as an appropriate size for one 
of the four studios. It was also suggested, during discussion of 
this design aspect, that space could be traded between two of the 
studios. 

Councilman Applegate recommended that design 
flexibility be maintained to the greatest extent possible until 
the actual time of bidding. The importance of appearance repre
sented by the theater drive entrance to the project was noted by 
this Councilmember, who also stressed the critical requirement 
for ample parking in close proximity to the theater. 

[During the ongoing Council discussion, a preference 
for conventional seating was indicated by a majority of Council
members (with the exception of Councilman Walker)]. 

5 
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Mayor Geissert expressed her strong feelings that all 

major components of the project should be pursued at this time, 
rather than to experience the disruption represented by a major 
addition at a later date. The Mayor suggested that potential 
donors to the Art Center be approached in order that additional 
funding might be available prior to completion of the project. 

V. DISCUSSION FROM AUDIENCE: 

Comments and suggestions from the audience included the 
following observations. 

VI. 

Ample distance between seat and back of seat in 
front should be provided. 

Hydraulic lift in orchestra pit is desirable. 

Rehearsal room should be compatible with stage 
dimensions. 

Traditional seating represents less inconvenience 
to patrons during a performance. 

CLOSING REMARKS: 

In closing, Mayor Geissert strongly recommended that 
fund raising be approached in the community in order to provide 
for some of the desired amenities, including purchase of the best 
quality seats available. The Mayor also indicated concurrence 
with the earlier noted suggestion that there be flexibility rela
tive to the size of the dance/exercise studios. 

Councilman Walker reiterated his preference for the 
Continental seating, but urged that, if conventional seating is 
approved by the Council, highest quality seating with generous 
leg room be provided. 

* * * 

At 7:06 p.m., the City Council recessed and returned to 
the Council Chambers for the regular portion of this meeting. 
[See Page 11 of these minutes for formal Council action regarding 
the Cultural Arts Center.] 

... .-, . 
? ... 

,·, - , . 

* * * 
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October 11, 1988 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City Council, having been in an adjourned 
regular meeting since 5:04 p.m. [see Pages 1-6 of these minutes], 
reconvened for the regular portion of the October 11, 1988 meet
ing at 7:28 p.m., in the Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

See Page 1. 

3. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION: 

Mr. Bill Brugger led in the salute to the flag. 

The invocation for the meeting was provided by Council
man Mark Wirth. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES/MOTION RE FURTHER READING: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to approve the 
of the City Council meeting of September 13, 1988, as re

His motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, and roll 
was unanimously favorable. 

minutes 
corded. 
call vote 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved that after the City 
Clerk has assigned a number and read title to any resolution or 
ordinance on the agenda for this meeting, the further reading 
thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmem
ber the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or or
dinance in regular order. His motion was seconded by Council
woman Hardison, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

7 
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5 . MOTION RE POSTING OF AGENDA: 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate 
the report of the City Clerk on the 
this meeting. This motion, seconded by 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

moved to accept and file 
posting of the agenda for 

Councilman Mock, carried 

6. 

7 . 

WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS: 

None. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Transportation Committee 
Thursday, October 13, 1988 - 5:00 p.m. 
Subject: Transportation Reorganization. 

8 . COMMUNITY MATTERS : 

8a. HONORING OF JAMES GAGGOS UPON HIS RETIREMENT: 

Mayor Geissert presented a plaque in honor of his 
retirement after 14 years of employment with the City, to Mr. 
James Gaggos, Airport Worker. Mr. Gaggos accepted this presenta
tion with sincere appreciation. 

8b. RESOLUTION ENDORSING RED RIBBON WEEK: 

RESOLUTION NO. 88-265 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ENDORSING THE RED RIBBON 

CAMPAIGN FOR DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 88-265. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Mrs. Irene Griffith was present to accept this resolu
tion on behalf of the PTA. 
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8c. 

--
PROCLAMATION proclaiming October 16 to 22, 1988, 

as "Torrance Symphony Music Week." 

SO PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert. 

This proclamation was accepted by Mr. David Forester, 
Conductor of the Torrance Symphony, and Ms. Peggy Dowell, Presi
dent of the Symphony Association. 

8d. PROCLAMATION proclaiming October as "Talk About 
Prescriptions Month." 

so · PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert, and accepted by Ms. 
Diane Katz, representing the Medicine Education Program and the 
Southern California Medical Education Coalition. 

8e. PROCLAMATION proclaiming October 16 to 22, 1988, 
as "National Businesswomen's Week." 

SO PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert. This proclamation was 
accepted by Ms. Addie Davidson of the Business and Professional 
Women's Club. 

8f. PROCLAMATION proclaiming October 16 to 22, 1988, 
as "Dental Hygiene Week." 

SO PROCLAIMED by Mayor Geissert. Present to accept 
this proclamation was Ms. Kathy Alvarez, representing the South 
Bay Dental Hygienists' Society and the California Dental Hygiene 
Association. 

9 . 

9a. 

LIBRARY/PARKS AND RECREATION MATTERS: 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE EXTENSION FOR LIBRARY COMMISSIONER 
JOSEPH O'BRIEN: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that your Honorable Body authorize a 
three-month extension of Library Commissioner Joseph 
O'Brien's leave of absence, such leave to last until 
January 15, 1989. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the 
above stated staff recommendation. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

. . . ... 
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9b. 

--
SALE OF 16MM FILMS AND DISPOSITION OF FILM INSPECTION 
MACHINE: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is the recommendation of the City Librarian that 
your Honorable Body approve the sale of the remaining 
Library 16mm film collection and that your Honorable 
Body approve the donation of the Library 16mm film 
inspection machine to an institution at the discretion 
of the City Librarian and City Manager. 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the City Librarian. This motion, 
seconded by Councilman Mock, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

9c. RE-PROGRAMMING OF THE TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS CENTER: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The City Manager recommends that the City Council 
accept the revised program generated by Liebhardt 
Weston and Associates for The Torrance Cultural Arts 
Center. 

Mayor Geissert announced that a workshop was held at 
5:00 this evening for purposes of discussing The Torrance Cul
tural Arts Center [Pages 1-6 of these minutes]. 

At this workshop, the Mayor noted that a series of 
deletions from the project scope was recommended in order to keep 
it within established budgetary constraints and still allow for 
certain contingencies and inflationary factors [reflected on 
Page 4 of these minutes]. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the City Manager, bringing special 
attention to some of the items that were discussed, but not 
limited to, the following: 

--.. \.. : . 

- ' ~ . ~. 

Conventional rather than Continental seating, with 
attention to seat size and spacing; 

Research the possibility of increasing the size 
of one dance/exercise studio. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Wirth. 

10 
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Council discussion ensued. 

Councilwoman Hardison expressed her sincere apprecia
tion for the fine project currently envisioned through the ef
forts of the architectural team and project managers. 

Appreciation for the tremendous amount of time spent by 
Mrs. Hardison as the Council's liaison on this project was ex
pressed by the Mayor. 

Councilman Walker announced that, although he will vote 
against the motion on the floor, it is not because of the project 
itself. Mr. Walker noted that his objection centers around the 
distance between aisles and the quality represented by conven
tional rather than Continental seating. 

Sincere compliments were expressed by Councilman Wirth 
to the City team; the consultants and architects; and the Fine 
Arts and Parks and Recreation Commissions for their contributions 
to this effort. 

During her remarks, Mayor Geissert observed that the 
"really important" components have remained in the project -- the 
art workshops, the 500 seat theater, the festival plaza, the 
community meeting room, etc. 

10. 

10a. 

Roll call vote on the motion was as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, 
Mock, Nakano, Wirth and Mayor Geissert. 

Councilman Walker. 

TRANSPORTATION/PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

SET ASIDE PUBLIC LAND FOR STREET PURPOSES - HAAS STREET 

RESOLUTION NO. 88-266 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING ASIDE CITY-OWNED 
PROPERTY FOR STREET AND HIGHWAY PURPOSES 

TO BE NAMED HAAS STREET 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 88-266. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

11 
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10b. SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD STREET IMPROVEMENTS: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Engineering Department recommends that your 
Honorable Body appropriate $20,000 from Gas Tax Funds 
for the installation of striping, raised pavement 
markers, and traffic signing along Sepulveda Boulevard, 
Crenshaw Boulevard to Hawthorne Boulevard. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the Engineering Department. His 
motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

10c. ADDITIONAL FUNDING - VIA CORONA/VISTA LARGO HILLSIDE 
RESTORATION PROJECT: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that your Honorable Body approve an 
increase of $10,000 for the remaining project manage
ment services for the Via Corona/Vista Largo hillside 
restor~tion project. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation on Agenda Item 10c. His motion, 
seconded by Councilman Wirth, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

10d. ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT FOR TWO CONCRETE BLOCK WALLS 
IN PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY - 800 CALLE DE ARBOLES 
[Proponent: Lloyd A. Menveg]. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the request for the new wall be 
denied and that the resolution authorizing the Mayor 
and City Clerk to execute and attest the encroachment 
agreement for an existing concrete block wall, 6 feet 
high, at 800 Calle de Arboles be approved and adopted. 

Background information was provided by City Engineer 
Burtt who explained that City personnel had observed construction 
in progress on the second [unpermitted] wall at the subject loca
tion and, upon inspection determined that this wall was being 

12 
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constructed ten feet within the public right-of-way. Inves
tigation also revealed that the existing wall lies within the 
public right-of-way, per Mr. Burtt. 

The City Engineer advised that the matter was then 
reviewed by the City's Encroachment Review Committee, at which 
time the proposed wall was denied; however, the existing wall 
was recommended to be permitted. 

During the ensuing Council discussion the absence of 
vehicular traffic on this section of Via Pasqual [side yard of 
the subject property] was acknowledged, and the prospects that 
this dead-end street will ever be cut through was deemed ex
tremely unlikely. Possible visibility problems in exiting the 
driveway if the block wall is allowed as requested were of con
cern to individual Councilmembers. 

The proponent, Ms. Marcie Menveg May, 800 Calle de Ar
boles, submitted photographs for the record, and related their 
need for the proposed wall because of the young children residing 
in the home. This speaker noted the substantial expense involved 
in moving the footings which have been poured for the proposed 
wall, and requested approval of that wall as designed. 

Mayor Geissert clarified that there are two issues in
volved in this case -- the resolution [below] has to do with per
mitting the existing wall to remain and does not address the 
proposed second wall. The Mayor then called for a number and 
title to the resolution. 

RESOLUTION NO. 88-267 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 
OF THAT CERTAIN ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT 
DATED [TO BE DETERMINED LATER] ;BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND LLOYD A MENVEG 
PERMITTING THE ENCROACHMENT IN THE PUBLIC 
RIGHT-OF-WAY OF VIA PASQUAL AT 800 CALLE 
DE ARBOLES WITH A CONCRETE BLOCK WALL 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 88-267. His motion was seconded by Councilman Walker, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Council discussion was then directed to the second wall 
[proposed] and the applicant's appeal of the decision of the 
Encroachment Review Committee for denial of that wall. 

13 
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Alternative suggestions set forth by 

agenda material on this item were next considered. 
[below] was preferred by Councilwoman Hardison .. 

staff in the 
Alternate #2 

2. 

tive #2. 
voiced his 
should the 

The portions of the public right-of-way of Via Pasqual 
behind the curbs could be vacated. The proposed 
limits of such a vacation would be from Calle de 
Arboles to the south City boundary. There are no 
existing utilities behind the curbs. 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hardison moved to select Alterna
Her motion was seconded by Councilman Nakano, who 

concerns regarding possible liability for the City 
wall be permitted. 

Discussion continued. 

City Engineer Burtt advised that Code requirements must 
be met which address the visibility from a driveway and 
visibility at a corner, as well. Plans must be submitted for 
review for compliance with all City requirements, per Mr. Burtt. 

Ms. Menveg May returned to the podium and, responding 
to the Mayor's question, indicated that they would "probably not 
be able to do anything" if Option #2 were adopted because of the 
expense involved. 

In response to a question from the Mayor, Building and 
Safety Director Grippo confirmed that his department has no 
record of a permit for the proposed wall. 

Mr. John Gonzales, 2321 West 241st Street, advised that 
he is responsible for the footing for the second wall and that it 
is constructed to Code. 

Mr. Jason Trujillo, Redondo Beach Construction and 
Development, explained that they "dropped the ball" insofar as 
the permit was concerned, and that the footing for the proposed 
wall was located where a chain link fence had existed for some 30 
years. 

Commenting that inasmuch as the appellant has indicated 
disfavor of Alternate #2, Councilman Applegate stated that he 
could see no alternative except to accept Alternate #1 [quoted 
below]. 

1. Refuse the encroachment and order the removal of the 
encroaching structure. 

14 
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Councilman 
select Alternate #1. 
Wirth. 

Applegate offered 
This motion was 

-
a SUBSTITUTE MOTION to 

seconded by Councilman 

The above SUBSTITUTE MOTION failed to carry as shown by 
the following roll call vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

Councilmen Applegate and Wirth. 

Councilmembers Hardison, Mock, Nakano, 
Walker and Mayor Geissert. 

The MAIN MOTION 
cated below. 

likewise failed to carry as is indi
r 

AYES: 

NOES: 

Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison and 
Nakano. 

Councilmembers Mock, Walker, Wirth and 
Mayor Geissert. 

Councilman Walker indicated his opinion that the re
quest for the second wall is reasonable, and he offered the fol
lowing. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to grant the appeal 
[of the decision of the Encroachment Review Committee regarding 
the proposed wall]. His motion was seconded by Councilman Mock, 
but failed to carry as shown below. 

AYES: 

NOES: 

Councilmembers Mock, Walker and Mayor 
Geissert. 

Councilmembers Applegate, Hardison, 
Nakano and Wirth. 

The appellant, Ms. Menveg May returned to point out the 
aesthetic value of the requested wall, stating that it "follows 
the same line of everything on the property". This speaker also 
noted that there are other similar structures in the area. 

At this point, Councilman Walker suggested that con
sideration be given to constructing, on the existing footings, a 
three- or four-foot block wall with wrought iron on top, which 
would address the visibility issue. 
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Problems in addition to 

pointed out by the City Engineer; 
in such close proximity to the 
difficult to do any street repair 
future. 

visibility considerations were 
i.e., location of the footings 

curb, thus making it extremely 
work that may be needed in the 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to hold this agenda 
item for two weeks [in order that optional designs might be 
considered]. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison. 

Councilman Applegate requested that the City Attorney 
address the possibility of establishing a type of recreational or 
agricultural easement which would allow the exclusive use of the 
property by the owners, but would allow the City at any given 
time to remove the wall if necessary for the performance of 
necessary work. 

Mr. John Gonzales, 2321 241st Street, returned to state 
that although the drawing accompanying this item shows a "boxed 
in effect", there is no wall proposed along the side of the 
driveway it is just an "L" shaped wall with a security gate 
across the driveway, according to this speaker. 

Roll call vote on the above motion for continuance 
proved.unanimously favorable. 

It was the request of Councilman Applegate that the 
City Attorney seek the most appropriate language to ensure the 
City's protection in this case. 

Councilwoman Hardison, noted that the drawing submitted 
does not indicate a straight visual line as was indicated by the 
appellant and also represents a different perspective than was 
above described by Mr. Gonzales. Ms. Hardison requested that an 
accurate drawing accompany this item when it is returned to the 
Council. The City Engineer reiterated his earlier statement that 
a complete set of plans will be required. 

11. POLICE AND FIRE MATI'ERS: 

lla. DESTRUCTION OF CERTAIN UNNEEDED RECORDS: 

·, · 
; · .• =· 

. . · .: . . :'. 
·~ 

RESOLUTION NO. 88-268 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO DESTROY CERTAIN 
UNNEEDED RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS WITHOUT 

MAKING COPIES THEREOF 
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MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 

No. 88-268. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

12. 

12a. 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

MORATORIUM, CENTRAL TORRANCE: 
(Moratorium on the area bounded roughly by Dominguez, 
Sartori, Arlington, Torrance Boulevard, and Amapola.) 

EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE NO. 3241 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE EXTENDING A MORATORIUM 
ON DEVELOPMENT OF CERTAIN LAND WHICH IS 
WITHIN DEFINED BOUNDARIES, AND DECLARING 

THE PRESENCE OF AN EMERGENCY. 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Emergency Or
dinance No. 3241 at its first and only reading. His motion was 
seconded by Councilwoma~ Hardison. 

Prior to roll call vote, City Attorney Remelmeyer ad
vised that Section 3 of the ordinance should be amended to add 
the words: ·"except for single family dwellings." 

Councilman Nakano SO AMENDED his motion. The amendment 
was accepted by Councilwoman Hardison, as seconder of· the motion. 

Councilman Applegate expressed his opinion that the 45 
days originally established for this moratorium was a reasonable 
period of time -- the additional four months represented by this 
emergency ordinance will place serious constraints on many in
dividuals, per Mr. Applegate. 

An owner of property within the moratorium area, Mr. 
Bob Good, 2445 West 230th Street, inquired regarding the effect 
of the above extension on his plans, noting that his case was 
denied by the Planning Commission and has been appealed to the 
Council. In response to questioning by the City Attorney, Mr. 
Good advised that no construction drawings have as yet been 
prepared for his project. 

During the ensuing discussion, City Attorney Remelmeyer 
cautioned that to bring this project forward during the 
moratorium period could set an undesirable precedent for future 
cases. 
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Ms. Mary Coman, 1011 Amapola, [representing those who 
favored the subject moratorium] advised that she would not object 
to proceeding with the Good project. 

Roll call vote on the above motion AMENDED AS REQUESTED 
BY THE CITY ATTORNEY, was as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

Councilmembers Hardison, Mock, Nakano, 
Walker, Wirth and Mayor Geissert. 

Councilman Applegate. 

Councilman Mock requested that staff provide an update 
on the status of Seaside Ranchos moratorium. 

13. 

13a. 

ENVIRONMENTAL/BUILDING AND SAFETY MATTERS: 

RECOMMENDED CODE CHANGES RE ANIMAL CONTROL REGULATIONS: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Building and Safety Department staff recommends 
adoption of the Ordinance that reflects the following 
recommendation of the Torrance Environmental Quality 
and Energy Conservation Commission [TEQECC]. 

1. Place all animal control codes in Division 4 -
The Public Health and Welfare Division of the 
Torrance Municipal Code and consolidate enforce
ment and review under the Building and· Safety 
Department and the TEQECC. 

2. Retain all Codes pertaining to animal control but 
provide for a Special Permit to be granted by the 
TEQECC for extra animals limited to small animals 
and pigeons. 

3. Require notification to parcels within 300' for 
requests for extra dogs and pigeons and to 
adjacent parcels for extra rabbits, cats and other 
small animals. 

4. Amend the Code to provide special mitigating con
ditions to keep cooped animals. 
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Staff presentation, per agenda material of record, was 
provided by Environmental Quality Administrator McElroy, who of
fered her opinion that the recommended ordinance will allow for 
better public service to the community and will, at the same 
time, provide an effective means of handling nuisances. 

Audience input was invited by Mayor Geissert. In-
dividuals who spoke are identified below and a brief synopsis of 
their comments is provided. 

Ms. Cathy Lyon, 11552 Hartsook Street, North 
Hollywood -- Suggested that an ordinance regulating 
pet birds be considered separately from other animal 
regulations. A copy of such an ordinance adopted by 
the City of Los Angeles was submitted for the record. 

Mr. Tim Thompson, 313 East Walnut, El Segundo, 
Combine Race Secretary for the Southern California 
Racing Pigeon Combine -- Encouraged adoption of an 
ordinance permitting a reasonable number of pigeons 
(60 was suggested as a possibility by this speaker]. 

Mr. Ed Dimboski, 21314 Marjorie Avenue -- Related 
a personal dilemma in that he recently moved to this 
City and owns three miniature dachshunds [existing 
ordinance permits only two animals of one species]. 

Ms. Sabina Johnson, 16718 Ermanita -- Suggested 
regulation on a complaint basis only, rather than 
restriction by number of animals. 

Council discussion developed at this time. 
input resumed later -- see Page 20. 

Audience 

Councilman Mock voiced his strong favor of regulation 
on a complaint/nuisance basis only, rather than an attempt to 
restrict the number of animals allowed. 

Councilman Wirth suggested an administrative approach 
for handling requests for "extra" animals, with an appeal process 
to Commission/Council. Mr. Wirth favored the establishment of an 
"arbitrary" number for control of animals; however he questioned 
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the regulation of mice, hamsters, etc. as called out in the 
present ordinance. Interest in staff's investigation of the Los 
Angeles ordinance was indicated by this Councilmember. 

An administrative approach for special situations was 
also favored by Councilman Walker, who indicated his agreement 
with the basic number established for dogs and cats. Mr. Walker 
expressed his opinion that birds should be considered separately, 
and in light of the many comments and suggestions offered, he 
strongly recommended that this item be held and the ordinance be 
"totally redrafted". 

MOTION: Councilman Wirth moved to continue Agenda 
Item 13a to the City Council meeting of November 22, 1988. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Walker [see Page 21 for vote]. 

Discussion continued. 

Councilman Applegate agreed that requests for excep
tions should initially be handled at the staff level. He voiced 
concurrence with a limitation of the number of pets allowed, but 
recommended that the problem of pigeons be given separate and 
special consideration providing for needed controls of existing 
problems within the City. 

Concurrence with the concept of administrative handling 
of special requests was expressed by the Mayor, who voiced strong 
opposition to any appeal fee being imposed. 

Councilwoman Hardison stated her opinion that it is im
portant to consolidate animal control responsibilities under one 
department and animal regulations within one Code section 
[specifics to be determined by the City Attorney]. She concurred 
with the use of numbers as a controlling factor; urged a 
simplified process for the handling of requests for additional 
animals; and suggested that there be a difference in the ap
proach· to pet birds kept inside the home and free flying birds, 
such as pigeons. 

Audience comments resumed at this point. 

Ms. Grace Duran, 2111 Nelson, Redondo Beach -
Noted that breeders of rare birds are required to have 
six birds to provide the necessary genetic pool. 
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Mr. Brian Lee, 633 South Gertruda, Redondo Beach, 

an in-home dog trainer -- Recommend.ed that problems 
be handled on a case-by-case complaint basis and that 
heavy fines be imposed on individuals who do not 
properly care for their animals. 

Mr. Fred Rivera, 21213 South Hobart -- Urged that 
there be no number restriction on pigeons. 

Ms. Lenore Oliveri, 3655 Courtney Way -- Recom
mended that problems be dealt with on a complaint 
basis and that the limit for dogs be established at 
three or four per household. 

Councilman Mock requested that the City Attorney inves
tigate the legality of establishing arbitrary numbers for the 
different animals considered 

Councilman Walker voiced his opposition to the "limit 
of two" concept for small animals other than dogs and cats. He 
also recommended that there be no number established for birds. 

City Manager Jackson advised that staff will inves
tigate the comments and suggestions received and evaluate the op
tions represented thereby. Mr. Jackson suggested that a variety 
of alternatives will then be submitted to the Council for con
sideration on November 22. 

Mr. Tim Thompson returned and indicated his willingness 
to provide staff with model ordinances for consideration. 

Roll call vote on Councilman Wirth's motion to continue 
this matter to November 22, was unanimously favorable. 

* * * 

At 10:00 p.m., Mayor .Geissert called a brief recess. 
The Council reconvened at 10:15 p.m. 

* * * 
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14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a . REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATION - ASSISTANT FINANCE 
DIRECTOR: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Personnel Department and the Civil Service Commis
sion recommend that your Honorable Body approve the 
proposed revised class specification for Assistant 
Finance Director. The Torrance Management Employees 
Organization (TMEO) concurs in this recommendation. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation on Agenda Item 14a. His motion, 
seconded by Councilman Walker, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

17. 

17a. 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

BUS LIABILITY INSURANCE: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is the recommendation of the City Manager that your 
Honorable Body accept the bid proposal from American 
Transportation Insurance Services Inc. to provide Bus 
Liability coverage for the period October 15, 1988 to 
October 15, 1989 at a cost of $41,689. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with the 
above stated recommendation of the City Manager. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wirth, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

20. 

20a. 

-·· ~-

CONSENT CALENDAR: 

SUBJECT: FINAL TRACT MAP NO. 45587 
SUBDIVIDER: 
LOCATION: 
NO. OF LOTS: 

Storm Industries 
235th Street and Haas 
5 - R-1. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Engineering Department recommends that Final Tract 
Map 45587 be approved. 
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20b. 

---
COUNCIL AWARD OF CONTRACT for demolition of El Rancho 

Motor Lodge buildings 
Ref. bid #B88-56 
Expenditure: $45,000.00. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Inasmuch as the Kirt Land Clearing company is a known 
acceptable demolition contractor, it is recommended 
that Council award them the contract, as low bidder, to 
demolish the structure and clear the site in the total 
bid amount of $45,000.00. 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with 
staff recommendations on Agenda Items 20a, and 20b. His motion, 
seconded by Councilman Walker, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

At 10:18 p.m., the City Council recessed and reconvened 
as the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance. The meeting 
of the Redevelopment Agency was formally adjourned at 10:19 p.m. 
to Tuesday, October 25, 1988, 7:00 p.m. The City Council meeting 
was then reconvened. 

* * * 

22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. Councilman Nakano expressed his personal appreciation 
to City Librarian Buckley and to Parks and Recreation Director 
Barnett and their staffs for their assistance in the recent 
reunion of individuals who had been confined in Jerome, Arkansas 
during·the second World War. Mr. Nakano also expressed apprecia
tion for the Mayor's participation in this event. 

22b. It was the request of Councilman Nakano that staff keep 
abreast of possible preventative measures to be taken in the City 
of Torrance regarding the problem of beetle infestation in 
Eucalyptus trees which has become apparent in nearby areas. 

22c. Mayor Geissert commented on the impressiveness of the 
"Jerome Reunion". 
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22d. Mayor Geissert congratulated Parks and Recreation staff 
for the outstanding Special Olympics held October 8th. 

22e. Mayor Geissert requested that the matter of the Miss 
Torrance Beauty Pageant be referred to the Council's Finance Com
mittee, with coordination by the Director of Parks and Recreation 
and input from the Youth Council. The Mayor requested that op
tional approaches for the future be submitted to the Council for 
consideration. 

22f. Ms. Sabina Johnson, 16718 Ermanita, advised that in 
filing plans in the Building Department for a second-story addi
tion, she was informed of a substantial delay for those plans to 
be checked. Ms. Johnson advised that this anticipated delay 
would represent a hardship in her case. 

Director 
citizen. 

23. 

23a. 

record. 

It was the Mayor's request that Building 
Grippo follow through and attempt to 

and Safety 
assist this 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MATTERS: 

Mayor Geissert read the following statement into the 

The City Council will now recess to closed session to 
confer with the City Manager and/or the City Attorney 
regarding salaries, salary schedules and compensation 
for certain unrepresented employees and represented 
employee groups as well as certain personnel matters. 
Authority for holding an executive session for this 
purpose is contained in Government Code Section 
54957.6(a) and 54957. 

The City Council will also receive advice from the ·City 
Manager and/or the City Attorney regarding a proposed 
assignment of the lease of City owned Airport property 
currently leased to Urban West Communities. Authority 
for holding an executive session for this purpose is 
contained in Government Code Section 54956.8. 
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At 10:36 p.m., the City Council recessed to executive 
session for the above stated purposes, returning to the Council 
Chambers at 11:25 p.m., at which time the following action was 
taken. 

RESOLUTION NO. 88-269 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARDING HOURS, WAGES, AND WORK
ING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED 

BY MANAGEMENT RESOLUTION NO. 88-170 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 88-269. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION NO. 88-270 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARDING HOURS, WAGES, AND WORK
ING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED 
BY THE TORRANCE MANAGEMENT EMPLOYEES 
ORGANIZATION (TMEO) RESOLUTION NO. 88-173 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 88-270. This motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 88-271 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CERTAIN 
CHANGES REGARDING HOURS, WAGES, AND WORK
ING CONDITIONS FOR EXTERNALLY FUNDED AND 

LIMITED TENURE EMPLOYEES 
RESOLUTION NO. 88-166 

MOTION: Councilman Nakano moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 88-271. His motion, seconded by Councilwoman Hardison, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
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\. 

24. ADJOURNMENT: 

At 11:28 p.m., this meeting of the City Council was 
formally adjourned to Tuesday, October 25, 1988, 7:00 p.m. 
[October 18, having been declared a dark night]. 

Peggy Laverty 
Minute Secretary 
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