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MINUTES OF A REGUIAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

July 24, 1979 

The Torrance City Council convened in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, July 24, 1979, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance city Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Present: Councilmembers Applegate, Brown, Geissert, 
Rossberg, Walker, Wilson and Mayor Armstrong. Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, City Attorney 
Remelmeyer and City Clerk Nelson. Absent: City Treasurer 
Rupert. 

3 • FIAG SALUTE : 

Mrs. Rische led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend Mike Johnson, First Baptist Church, provided 
the invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Applegate moved to approve the minutes of 
June 12, 1979, as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

6. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Wilson moved that after the City Clerk has 
assigned a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance 
on tonight's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, 
reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

7. COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Energy Conference: 
Scheduled for August 16th. 
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PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION: 

Reverend Boyd Kifer, Church of the Nazarene, conveyed 
the gratitude of his church for the dedicated efforts of 
the City's officials -- its Mayor, Council, administrative 
staff and department heads -- by way of an elegant 
"Certificate of Appreciation" in recognition of same. 

* * * * * * 

The resignation of Environmental Quality Admin1strator 
Godfrey, to accept another position in Porterville, California, 
was regretfully announced by Mayor Armstrong. The Mayor 
expressed his sincere appreciation for his rewarding associa
tion with Glen and wished him every success. Councilman 
Applegate reviewed Mr. Godfrey's substantial contributions 
to the varied activities of the Public Safety Co:mmittee 
and the significant role he played in resolving areas of 
concern. Mr. Godfrey likewise indicated his gratitude for 
his career with the City of T9rrance. 

* * * * * * 

12. PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

12a. RESOLUTION re: PP 79-5, Mro and Mrs. A.R. Salbi. 

RESOLUTION NO. 79-136 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 
A PRECISE PIAN OF DEVELOPMENT TO ALLOW 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SINGLE-FAMILY HOME 
ON PROPERTY AThJACENT TO 354 PASEO DE 

ARENA 
.. PP 79-5, MR. AND MRS. A.R. SALBI 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 79-136. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, 
and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 

COUNCIL.MEMBERS: Applegate, Brown, Geissert, 
Rossberg; Mayor Armstrong. 

COUNCIL.MEMBERS: Walker. 
COUNCIL.MEMBERS: Wilson (not present at hearing). 

12b. ORDINANCE amending Code sections pertaining to Home 
Occupation Permits. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2909 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 92.18.1, 
92.18.3, 92.18.4 AND 92.18.5 OF THE 
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TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE DEALING WITH 
HOME OCCUPATION PERMITS TO REMOVE TEE 

NECESSITY OF APPLYING FOR A CONDITIONAL 
USE PERMIT AND PROVIDING FOR FULL TIME 
HOME OCCUPATION PERMITS UNDER CERTAIN 

CONDITIONS 

It was the request of Planning Director Shartle that 
SECTION 4 o) be revised to state: "The applicant shall make 
the subject property available at all reasonable times for 
inspection by the Planning Director or his designee, for 
compliance with the provisions hereof, and the City Manager, 
.Q!'.. his designee, shall review •••••• 11 

Further noted by Councilman Brown re: SECTION 4 h): 
it should state 11 

•••• except those on permitted vehicle. 11 

(instead of vehicles). 

MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved for the approval 
of Ordinance No. 2909, as above amended. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable. 

13. ENVIRONMENTAL/BUILDING AND SAFETY MATTERS: 

13a. REQUEST FOR TIME EXTENSION TEMPORARY 11A 11 FRAME SIGN 
ON PRIVATE PROPERTY - 1611 Crenshaw Boulevard. 

RECOMMENDATION OF BUILDING AND SAFETY DEPARTMENT: 
Approval of the subject request for a six month exten
sion: that the street widening situation be reviewed 
in conjunction with the temporary sign at that time. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the 
above stated Staff reconunendation. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Rossberg. There were no objections, and it 
was so ordered. 

14. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

14a. ADOPTION OF 1979-80 MEMORANDUMS OF UNDERSTANDING with 
various employee groups and management employees. 

At this point in the meeting, 7:20 P.M., an Executive 
Session was called by the Council for the purpose of reviewing 
the subject material and receiving clarification pertaining 
to related matters. The Council returned at 7:35 P.M. and 
took the following action: 

RESOLUTION NO. 79-137 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH CER'l2\.IN 
CHANGES REGARDING WAGES, HOURS AND 
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WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES 
REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE CITY 
EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION AMENDING 

RESOLUTION 79-124 

Councilman Brown moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
79-137. His motion, seconded by Councilman Applegate, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

Mrs. Ann Johnson, secretary, expressed appreciation for 
the Council's efforts in the resolution of the Secretary/ 
Senior Typist Clerk matter. 

RESOLUTION NO. 79-138 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH 
WAGES, HOURS AND WORKING CONDITIONS 
FOR EXTERNALLY FUNDED EMPLOYEES FOR 
THE PERIOD FROM JULY 1, 1979 TO 

J.ULY 1, 1980 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 79-138. Her motion was seconded by Councilman Rossberg, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION NO. 79-139 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF·. TORRANCE REPEALING RESOLU
TION 79-25 AND ADOPTING A NEW PROCEDURE 
GOVERNING EMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 
PROVISIONS FOR CERTAIN MANAGEMENT 

EMPLOYEES 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 79-139. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION- NO. 79-140 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING RESOLUTION 
79-24, 70-197, 79-26 AND 79-44 AND ADOPT
ING A NEW COMPENSATION PROCEDURE FOR 

ELECTED OFFICIALS 

Councilman Applegate moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 79-140. His motion was seconde~ by Councilman Wilson. 

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION was offered by Councilman Rossberg: 
That Resolution No. 79-140 be adopted as written for the City 
Clerk and City Treasurer -- re: the Mayor and Council that 
Council omit Sections 3.1 through 3o5 and adopt only Section 
3.6. The motion was seconded by Councilman Brown, with the 
understanding that the reason for the omission is that these 
items are currently the subject of other resolutions. 
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Council discussion ensued. Councilwoman Geissert 
indicated her intent to register a proced1;1ral "no" on the 
subject resolution as it pertains to the vehicle allowance 
(Section 3.2) for the reason that this matter is still 

being considered by Council Committee and a report has not 
yet come forward. 

Councilman Rossberg stated that he would WITHDRAW 
HIS SUBSTITUTE MOTION, to eliminate confusion, and will 
vote yes on the original motion for the reason that the 
object of his disagreement (the expense allowance increase) 
has already been approved by the majority of the Council. 
The second was withdrawn by Councilman Brown. 

Councilman Applegate took this opportunity to recognize, 
and commend, the fine jobs done by the City Clerk and the 
City Treasurer during the past year -- they are well deserving 
of the salary increases now proposed. 

The motion to adopt Resblution No. 79-140 carried, ·with 
roll call vote as follows: 

369 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Brown, Rossberg, 
Walker, Wilson; Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Geissert (procedural, as it relates 
to Section 3.2) 

RESOLUTION NO. 79-141 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE SETTING FORTH WAGES, 
HOURS AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES 
REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE LIBRARY 
EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION FOR THE PERIOD 
FROM JULY 1, 1979 TO JULY 1, 1980 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 79-141. His motion was seconded by Councilwoman Geissert, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

14b. WATER DEPARTMENT REORGANIZATION. 

RECOMMENDATION OF WATER SYS'i'.EM MANAGER: 
That your Honorable Body: 
1. Approve the creation of the new position of Senior 

Water Service Lead Technician and concur in the 
recommendation of the Civil Service Commission to 
approve the class specification for this position. 

2. Approve the creation of the new position of water 
Service Helper. 

3. Amend the 1979-80 Budget to add one Senior water 
Service Lead Technician and one Water Service Helper 
and to delete one Water Service Technician and 
appropriate $21,100 from the Water Fund. 
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MOTION: Councilman Brown moved to concur in the above 
stated recommendation of the Water System Manager. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Rossberg: roll call vote was unani
mously favorable. 

16 • APPEALS : 

16a. SIGN APPEAL - David A. Sheppard dba Hermosa Construction, 
4504 Del Amo Boulevard. 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 
DENIAL of the original request and suggest the applicant 
propose alternative signage for review. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
APPROVAL of the modified ground sign - with two conditions: 

1. The sign be landscaped around the base. 
2. Tenant signs b~ limited· to 18 square feet. 

It was the recommendation of Councilman Brown, in view 
of revisions made since reviewed by the Environmental Quality 
Commission, that the matter be referred back to the Commission. 
Environmental Quality Administrator Godfrey outlined proponent 
and Staff efforts to achieve acceptable signage. 

MOTION: Councilman Walker moved to concur with the 
above stated Staff recommendation. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Applegate, arid carried, with roll call vote as 
follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Applegate, Geissert, Walker, 
Wilson: Mayor Armstrong. 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Brown, Rossberg (both negative 
votes were procedural ones • ) , 

17. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

17a. RESOLUTION re: Closing of HUD Columbia Park Grant 
Calif. OSA-370. 

RESOLUTION NO. 79-142 

A RESOLUTION OF TEE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING AND PROVIDING 
FOR TEE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDATORY 
CONTRACT AMENDING THE OPEN SPACE BY AND 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND TEE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 79-142. His motion was seconded by Councilman Applegate, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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17b. RESOLUTION authorizing an amendment to the Home 
Rehabilitation Loan Agreement with Bank of America. 

RESOLUTION NO. 79-143 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF TEE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT
ING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE 
AN AMENDMENT TO THAT CERTAIN AGREEMENT 
FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT LOANS BY AND 
BETWEEN TEE CITY OF TORRANCE AND BANK OF 
AMERICA NATIONAL TRUST AND SAVINGS 

ASSOCIATION 

371 

Councilwoma~ Geissert moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 79-143. Her motion, seconded by Councilman Walker, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

17c. AWARD OF CONTRACT to print 11Recreation Reporter 11 
-

Expenditure: $19,226.28. 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR/BUYER: 
That your Honorable Body approve of the awarding of the 
contract for printing the "Recreation Reporter 11 to the 
low bidder, the Lienett Company, Inc., in the total 
amount of $19,226.28. 

MOTION: Councilman Ro~sberg moved to concur with the 
above stated Staff recommendation. His motion was seconded 
by councilwoman Geissert, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

l 7d. DATA PROCESSING SERVICES CONTRACT. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DATA PROCESSING MANAGER: 
1. Approve the renegotiated 5-year facility management 

contract with Computer Sciences Corporation for 
data processing services, and adopt the subject 
resolution authorizing the execution of the agreement. 

2. Approve the reallocation of $40,000 from previously 
funded data processing development projects that are 
currently inactive to the current data processing 
operational budget for 1979-80. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 
stated Staff recommendation. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Applegate, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

At the request of Mayor Armstrong, City Clerk Nelson 
assigned a number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 79-144 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND 
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ATTEST A CONTRACT WITH COMPUTER SCIENCES 
CORPORATION TO ACT AS FACILITIES MANAGE
MENT OPERATOR FOR THE TORRANCE DATA 

PROCESSING CENTER 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 79-144. His motion was seconded by Councilman Brown, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

18. SECOND READING ORDINANCE: 

18a. ORDINANCE NO. 2913. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2913 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING PART II OF 
CHAPTER 7, DIVISION 1 OF THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL CODE GOVERNING EMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION PROVISIONS FOR THE TORRANCE 
FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION 

Councilwoman Geissert moved for the adoption of Ordinance 
No. 2913 at its second and final reading. Her motion was 
seconded by Councilman Walker, and roll call vote was unani
mously favorable. 

20. ROUTINE MATTERS: 

20a. RENEWAL OF CONTRACT for continued participation with 
City of Los Angeles in Police "Want-Warrant 11 Com
munication System. 
Anticipated Annual Expenditure: $13,000.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR/FUR.CEA.SING SUPERVISOR: 
That Council approve of Torrance's continuing participa
tion on this program for another year with an annual 
expenditure expected to be $13,000.00. 

20b. RENEWAL OF ANNUAL CONTRACT for Frozen Meals. 
Ref.: Cooperative Contract with City of Los Angeles 
(Contract #47913) Anticipated Expenditure: $10,000.00/year 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR/BUYER: 
That your Honorable Body approve of Torrance's continued 
participation with the City of Los Angeles in their 
annual frozen food contract by approving the renewal of 
the contract with the IBM Food Company for another year 
unchanged in the anticipated annual amount of $10,000.00. 
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20c. URBAN MASS TRANSPORTATION ADMINISTRATION OPERATING 
ASSISTANCE GRANT NO. CA-05-4146 FOR FISCAL YEAR 1978-79. 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 
That your Honorable Body authorize by minute motion the 
execution of the grant contract for operating assistance 
for FY 78-79. UMTA recommends that your motion include 
the following language: "That the Mayor of the City of 
Torrance is hereby authorized to execute the contract 
pertaining to the grant application." 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to concur with the above 
stated reconunendation of the Department of Transportation. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

20d. PURCHASE OF ONE ONLY ONE-TON TRUCK CAB AND CHASSIS 
DUE TO GM FACTORY ORDER CANCELLATION. 
Expenditure: $6,974.86. 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR/PURCHASING · SUPERVISOR/ 
ACTING EQUIPMENT SUPERINTENDENT: That Council approve 
the purchase of one one-ton truck cab and chassis from 
the low bidder, Jack Snow Ford of Cerritos, California, 
for the amount of $6,580.06, plus tax ($6,974.86 total). 
The replacement of the other two trucks cancelled will 
be combined with our 1979/80 budgeted vehicle bid. 

Staff presently is in the process of locating a 
utility body to go on this new truck, if approved by 
Council. · 

20e. REJECTION OF BIDS for annual requirements of Insecticides, 
Weed Killers and Fertilizers. Ref. Bid #B79-25 

RECOMMENDATION OF PURCHASING SUPERVISOR/BUYER: 
That your Honorable Body reject all bids received for 
insecticides, weed killers and fertilizers contained 
in Bid #B79-25. 

20f. CLASSIFICATION REVIEW. REVISION AND TITLE CHANGE -
Transportation Administrator (Operations). 

RECOMMENDATION OF PERSONNEL SERVICES: 
That your Honorable Body concur with the reconunendation 
of the Civil Service Conunission and adopt the revised 
class specification for Transportation Administrator 
(Operations) and the new title of Transportation 

Administrator (Transit). 
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20g. CLASSIFICATION REVIEW AND REVISION - water Service 

Technician, Sr. Water Service Technician and Water 
Service Lead Technician. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PERSONNEL SERVICES: 
That your Honorable Body concur with the recommendation 
of the Civil Service Commission and adopt the revised 
class specification for: Water Service Technician, 
Senior Water Service Technician, and Water Service 
Lead Technician. 

2 Oh. PURCHASE OF PARKING ENFORCEMENT VEHICLE • 
Expenditure: $6,042.00 

RECOMMENDATION OF FI~NCE DIRECTOR/PURCHASING SUPERVISOR: 
That Council approve the awarding of a contract for the 
purchase of a Horizon unit from Ray Vane (South) in the 
total amount of $6,042.00, including tax. 

' 
MOTION: Councilman Applegate moved to concur with Staff 

recommendations on agenda items 20a, 20b, 20c, 20d, 20e, 20f, 
20g and 20h. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * * 
At 8:12 P.M. the Council recessed and reconvened as the 

Redevelopment Agency, returning to its agenda at 8:16 P.M. 

"* * * * * * 
22. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

22a. City Manager Ferraro extended good wishes to Environmt·:tal 
Quality Administrator Godfrey in his new career in Porterville, 
and expressed appreciation for his valuable contribution in the 
growth of the City of Torrance, particularly as related to 
environmental development. Councilmembers unanimously concurred 
in these sentiments. 

22b. Councilman Applegate commended 
Marsh and all others responsible for 
Beach clean-up program on July 21st, 
letter of appreciation go forward. 
voiced by other Councilmembers. 

the Friends of Madrona 
the efficient Torrance 
and requested that a 
Like appreciation was 

22c. Councilman Brown requested Staff investigation re: possible 
local impacts of the recent shakeup of personnel in the Department 
of Transportation, Washington, D.C. 

22d. Councilwoman Geissert elaborated on the outstanding success 
of the Torrance Beach clean-up, noting that future clean-up days 
are scheduled. Participants can be identified by a "sign-up 
sheet" that was provided for the occasion, per Mrs. Geissert~ 
other contributors were the Riviera Garden Club, Rivera Home
owners Association, Sportsmen's Club, League of Women voters, 
with Mrso Georgean Griswold in charge of the clean-up. 
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t It was the suggestion of Councilwoman Geissert that local 
industries be contacted regarding the loan of trash containers 
for this project. 

22e. Councilwoman Geissert noted the critical need for improved 
air conditioning in the Planning Departmenta Chief Assistant 
to the City Manager Jackson pointed out the current study of 
this problem. 

22f. Councilman Rossberg reviewed the keen interest .evidenced 
in Energy Conservation following his remarks at the July 17th 
Council meeting and the Daily Breeze article pertaining to 
this matter. 

22g. Councilman Wilson noted the recent departure of several 
valuable City employees, and suggested that ways be found to 
retain such employees - 11 that Torrance does not become the 
training ground 11 

• 

22h. Appropriate recognition,for the award winning Slo
Pitch Team - the 11Salty Dogs 11 

- was requested by Councilman 
Wilson. 

22i. Councilman Wilson noted the forthcoming annual Sister 
Sister Award affair in Louisville, where Torrance is slated 
to be honored, and urged that Torrance be represented at 
this event. Following discussion, it was the consensus of 
the Council that there should be City of Torrance representa
tion at this affair. 

22j. Councilman Wilson requested that Director of Transportation 
Horkay check on recent legislation which would take away the 
right of a local entity to impose noise abatement ordinances. 

22k. Mayor Armstrong noted the signing of the 11bail-out 11 

bill by Governor Brown, with Torrance's share approximately 
$1,656,000. 

221. Also noted by the Mayor was the fact that the City of 
Santa Monica won its law suit in the matter of airport 
control. A written opinion and analysis will be provided 
the Council. 

22m. Supervisor Baxter ward's "Sunset Line 11 presentation 
was attended by Mayor Armstrong who reported in detail on 
same. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 8:45 P.M. 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

* * * * * * 
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